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ASIA
SMYRNA-TURKEY
The death of Rev. George Deroo, Director of the French
College of the Priests of the Mission at Smyrna, has caused
universal regret. His knowledge and ability as a teacher
had placed him, notwithstanding his youth, in a most prom
inent position, while his cheerfulness and kindliness of man
ner had won him many friends. His death occurred, April
21, 1908. We regard it a sacred duty to recall the mem
ory of this devoted confrere in our Annals.
The following was published in the Impartial, a journal
of Smyrna.
“Last Wednesday we announced the death of Rev.
George Deroo, Priest of the Mission, Director of the Col
lege of the Sacred Heart, and Canon of the Cathedral,
We published at the same time the few details of the sad
event. Our worthy assistant, Mr. Paul Zipcy, a personal
friend of the deceased, has since, sent us the article which
We are happy to place before our readers. It renders uni
versal and well-merited praise to the good priest and great
educator, Father Deroo.
“ Five years have scarcely elapsed since the arrival at
Smyrna of Father Deroo to assume the direction of the
French College of the Sacred Heart, Still in the ardor of
youth and impelled by the one only thought of doing all pos
sible good for souls,Father Deroo without delay put his hand
to the plough and never for an instant, did he ‘look back
ward.’ Soon his confreres, appreciating the sterling quali
ties of mind and heart of the new director, seconded his efPublished by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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forts, and the students so quick to discern the ability of
those who direct them, became animated with a laudable am
bition. With the generous cooperation therefore, of priests
and students, the progress made by the institution was well
calculated to fill the heart of the Very Rev. Superior,
Father Poulin, with gratitude to God for possessing in
their midst so rare a character as Father Deroo.
“ The brilliant success that crowned the introduction of
a new school system better adapted to the needs of the
country, would undoubtedly, secure for our deceased friend,
a long and peaceful enjoyment of his untiring labors. But
just as the worthy director was about to reap a harvest of
golden sheaves, by the inscrutable designs of Providence,
he was suddenly taken away. His death occurred on the
road between Panaya -Kapouli and Ephesus, where it is
said that his last words were for his dear pupils who had
ever evinced for him sentiments of the highest respect and
esteem.
“ If we would wish to discover the secret of his powerful
influence as a director, we might find it set forth in the
motto: FORTITER e t s u a v it e r . Ever firm in the fulfil
ment of his obligations, ever mild in the discharge of au
thority; these qualities won the heart and inspired the love
of that from which nature so often rebels—the strict adher
ence to duty. God willed that this good priest might repose
in the midst of those among whom he had so zealously la
bored. May the memory of his virtues, of his abnegation,
of his devotedness, be the supreme and salutary lesson that
the beloved Director of the French College leaves to those
who mourn him.”
Paul Zipc y .
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The Rev. E. Poulin, Superior of the house of Smyrna,
wrote the following letter to the Superior General.
Smyrna, April 23, 1908.

You have already been informed by telegram of the
news of the death of our dear confrere, Father Deroo.
What a loss and affliction to us, to our pupils, to the wThole
Catholic population of Smyrna! Throughout the city there
is a universal mourning.
On Tuesday the twenty-first, about one thousand pil
grims under the leadership of the Archbishop set out from
Smyrna to Panaghia on a pilgrimage to our Blessed Lady.
With joyful eagerness the people assembled, and perhaps no
one was in better health and spirits than Father Deroo who
seemed to take a special delight in everything around,—
the beauty of the open fields, the invigorating atmosphere
of the early spring time, and the welcome song of birds.
On the arrival of the seven o’clock train at Ephesus, our
confrere joined the first group of pilgrims and meeting a
stray donkey on the way mounted the animal, but finding
his pace too slow he soon rejoined the pedestrians. At nine
o’clock having about seven minutes’ walk to Panaghia,
Father Deroo, complaining of being tired, stopped to rest
on the wayside, and as the confreres, other religious, sisters
and the laity passed by, he greeted them with his usual
amiable manner; when the Reverend Superior of the Cap
uchins came up, Father Deroo remarked : “ Ah ! all is well
now,” and he resumed his walk; but scarcely had he taken
ten steps when he fell.
The good Father immediately gave him absolution while
the crowd rushed forward. It was supposed that he had only
fainted and four men carried him to the nearest house where
during forty minutes everything was done to effect a res
toration, but the physician, one of the pilgrims, declared
death instantaneous from heart trouble.
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The general emotion is not easily described. Holy Mass
was celebrated bv the Archbishop and the joyful hymns
that had been prepared for the pilgrimage were changed
into a solemn De Profundis and prayers for the dear de
parted. Notwithstanding many difficulties, we succeeded
in bringing the body to Smyrna that same evening; it was
indeed a sad closing to a happy morning. The Archbishop
requested on account of the circumstances that the funeral
services should take place at the cathedral, and His Grace
generously defrayed all expenses* The whole city pre
sented a scene of deep mourning; stores were closed and
even a respectful silence reigned among the assembled
crowds. Many of the clergy and religious besides a mul
titude of the faithful, thronged the cathedral. I had never
before witnessed such pomp for a simple priest, indeed it
seemed like the aggregate of all the love and esteem each
one wished to manifest for our deceased confrere, and again,
it was an evidence of the consideration entertained for the
Congregation and its works. We are grateful for this con
solation, but on the other hand this public demonstration
for the memory of Father Deroo only makes us feel his
loss more keenly. What are we going to do without him ?
E. POULIN.

The Courrier of Smyrna the next day announced the
death of Father Deroo in these lines:
“ The news of the sudden death of Rev. Canon Deroo,
Director of the French College of the Sacred Heart, which
occurred yesterday afternoon was a shock to the whole com
munity.
“ The report was no sooner noised abroad than the entire
city was plunged in grief and the house of the Lazarists
visited by a host of sympathizing friends. The body of
the deceased was conveyed to Smyrna at eight o’clock last
1
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evening and during the morning it was exposed in the par
lor of the college which had been transformed into a chap
el. Crowds came to pay a last tribute of devotion to this
good Missionary who carried apostolic zeal to a high per
fection and promoted the welfare of the people of Smyrna.
“We beg to offer the sincere sympathy of the Courrier
to the confreres of this worthy Priest of the Congregation
of the Mission/'

SYRIA
ANTOURA
Letter from Rev. A. S A Lie g e , Superior of the College of
Antoura, to Rev. A. Lo u w y c k , Visitor of the Province of
France.
Antoura, December, 1907.

The lively interest which you have shown for our works
encourages me to speak without hesitation to you of the
foundation of our mission. The past, it is true, has had
its hours of trial, but its history records bright pages
wherein we read motives which suggest hope in the dark
est hour.
As the prospectus states, the proposition of a college at
Antoura originated at the Propaganda, and through the in
fluence of the French consul to Saida and Beyroot the
work was inaugurated by the Priests of the Mission. For
many years, the Propaganda has been urging the mission
aries of the East to open colleges and schools in their va
rious missions thus to provide the rising generation with
means of instruction; for on the religious and secular ed
ucation of the young rest the fairest hopes for the rees
tablishment of Christianity in this land which the light of
Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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faith illumined centuries ago but which is now buried in
the darkness of infidelity and ignorance.
The primary impulse given by Rome to the Missionaries
was seconded by the intellectual classes of the different
cities; therefore, schools were opened by the confreres at
Constantinople, Smyrna, and Santorin, and this generous
cooperation continuing, success crowned their efforts. But
in Syria the way was not so well prepared for the Mission
aries as in the north of Turkey. The Syrians were gen
erally illiterate at that time and, moreover, it was not un
til 1830, a year later, that the Missionaries were able to
carry out the intentions of the Propaganda. The reasons
of the delay were that Rome was then preoccupied by mat
ters of vital importance which diverted its attention from
the evangelization of Syria. In the meantime, the French
consul in concert with the Apostolic delegate in Syria
pushed forward the work with great activity and zeal, for
the foundation of schools and colleges in the cities and
mountainous districts of the country. A reference is found
among our archives stating this fact, and I came across the
following note written by Mr. Henri Guys, the French con
sul at Beyroot: “We have not, it is true, the French Capu
chins in Syria, but we have the French Lazarists, who for
nearly twenty years have directed the mission of Antoura,
and have exercised their zeal in behalf of the people of
the town and the surrounding country. They established
a college at their own residence and it is now in a flour
ishing condition; furthermore, to insure a complete success,
they only need the support of the French government
which of course will not be wanting to them. I have been
glad of the opportunity to give my personal assistance to
a like foundation, as a long experience has taught me that
education of the child is the most urgent need of Syria
where the people have lived so long in ignorance being
abandoned to their own guidance. Any attempt to raise the
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moral standard without first providing means for a primary
instruction is a useless undertaking. While furthering
the interests of the College of Antoura, I encourage the
building of other schools, hence I propose to start a fund
for the resident French children who have not the means of
acquiring an education which will make them honorable
and useful citizens.”
The Superior General of the Congregation of the Mis
sion, Father Salhorgne, in his Circular of January 1, 1835,
when announcing to the Company the opening of a college
at Antoura, recalls the origin of the work begun at the re
quest of the Apostolic See and under the support of the
French government: “Yielding to the repeated solicita
tions of Bishop Auvergne, Apostolic Delegate, and the
French consul at St. Jean d’Acre, we have opened a col
lege at Antoura where the children from Syria, Egypt, and
Cyprus are educated, and who in the future will render in
valuable service to the propagation of the faith. Father
Teyssere the Superior of the new establishment with two
confreres embarked on the sixth of October.”
This work was distinctly French in its origin and prog
ress, for Divine Providence willed that it should be founded
and developed by persons of that nationality. The mis
sion itself was begun by Father Lambert of Marseilles,
who took charge at the departure of the Jesuits, and later
on, the college was opened under the impulse given by
three Frenchmen, Bishop Auvergne, Mr. Guys, and Fa
ther Leroy a native of Metz at that time a French pos
session.
The following note in our archives clearly indicates how
this work became incumbent on the Priests of the Mission
in that country: “Realizing that little was likely to be
effected among the older people, the Superiors judged
it more expedient that the Missionaries devote themselves
to the education of youth and by their united efforts instil
Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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into their hearts principles of faith and morals, which later
on will make of these young men worthy fathers of family
capable of instructing others.” Begun under such favor
able auspices, the College of Antoura has every reason to
expect all the blessings of heaven. But like all good works,
its beginning was unpretentious and not without difficulties.
The opening took place in the first days of November,
1834. Father Leroy had previously been obliged to en
large the old residence and construct additional buildings
to suit present requirements; all this had been accomplished
at a period \vhen the pecuniary condition of the Syrian
mission was very restricted, and his plans were successively
carried out only by dint of privation and sacrifice.
Father Leroy continued for a long time to direct the
house- but on the arrival of Father Teyssere, he trans
ferred to him the direction of the college, and Father
Caloz and a native priest became the assistants.
No better choice could have been made for a director
than Father Teyssere whose virtue, knowledge, and amia
ble disposition made him a fit instrument for the founda
tion of such an important work. The memory of the first
days of the college is still preserved; the three Mission
aries dividing among themselves the different duties. The
students were not very numerous but even then a constant
vigilance was to be observed and the Arab professor was
only able to attend to his class work, leaving to our two
confreres the disciplinary direction as well as the teaching;
but when things formed themselves into a definite system
the required duties were fulfilled by the several prefects
and professors.
The college begun by Father Leroy and continued by
Father Teyssere had, like all good works, its trials which
rather tended to promote its progress than to retard it; but
whatever the vicissitudes, one thing remains characteristic
7*
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of the college and that is the family spirit which has
reigned and still continues to reign among the members of
the institution. The disinterested, zealous, and never wea
rying devotion of the professors is perhaps the principal
cause of the spiritual vitality of the house of Antoura and
its power of endurance through all difficulties with which
it has had to contend.
Ever faithful Children of their Blessed Father, St. Vin
cent, the Priests of the Mission of Antoura have attrib
uted their success to the practical application of “Seek ye
first the kingdom of God and His justice and all things
shall be added unto you.”
A. Sa LIEGE.

JERUSALEM
Letter from Rev. P. Bo u e z e ix , Priest of the Mission to
Rev. A. MiLON, Secretary General.
Jerusalem, May 6, 1908.

...Father Bonnerue and your humble servant are at pres
ent very much occupied with the works in charge of the
Daughters of Charity at Jerusalem and Bethlehem; our time
being well filled with catechetical instructions for the First
Communion classes, similar instructions to the whole mem
bership of the hospice, besides the hearing of numerous con
fessions, sermons on Sundays, and a monthly conference to
the sisters.
Bethlehem is situated at a distance of one hour’s drive,
and we go there once a week to discharge the same func
tions. But our labors are daily confined to our apostolic
school where Father Picot and I, each devote an hour and
a half in the morning to the children in the fifth and sixth
grades; then a professor comes every day for the teaching
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of Arabic, which is not too often for the study of so diffi
cult a language, and the use of which will be indispensable
for our future missionaries, if they wish to contribute to
God’s glory by the evangelization of their countrymen. May
the Spirit of God so inspire them! The number of our stu
dents is comparatively small; only nine are represented in
the last photograph, but on these jnne rest our hopes for
the future. Perhaps they may be compared to the mustard
seed which though small, became a large tree of many
branches; so these few may be the nucleus of a flourishing
institution in the Holy City.
The dispositions manifested by these dear children, their
application to study, and their edifying piety is not only a
consolation for the present but a guaranty for the future;
this compensates us for many privations and often reani
mates our drooping courage.
Soliciting your prayers for the little mustard seed con
fided to our care, and begging you to accept, etc.,
F. Bo u e z e ix .

PERSIA
TAURIS
Letter from Right Rev. F. Le s n e , Apostolie Delegate to
Persia, to Very Rev. F. Ch a RMETANT, Director General
of the Works of the East.
Urmia, November 2, 1901-

Last May I visited our new residence at Tauris, estab
lished there six years ago, and having lately arrived at
Urmia, I would like to give you a few details of the work
at that station, showing its progress. Then I shall mention
the necessity of new foundations and the promises that are
put forth for the development of the same.
The seventeenth of last month was precisely six years
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since I opened the mission at Tauris, leaving there two
Missionaries to carry on the work which had been previously
mapped out as follows: the care of the Catholic population,
the apostolate among the dissenters, the organizing of a col
lege-school with a small Armenian seminary attached—for
this mission was to be chiefly devoted to the Armenians.
Dependent mainly on Providence for support, the zealous
Missionaries set to work without further delay, and opened
a school where the Armenian, Persian, and Russian lan
guages were taught. Pupils flocked to the new institution;
very soon accommodations became too restricted and the
number of professors was insufficient; hence, we were
obliged to engage others and thus a new tax was put upon
our resources already very limited. These difficulties did
not prevent the erection of a preparatory seminary for Arme
nians, which was opened in the following October with six
students at the start, three of whom are now in Rome pursu
ing their studies at the Leone- Armeno College. When pre
pared for priesthood, they will be ordained according to the
Armenian rite; then they will return to aid the Missiona
ries in their apostolate among the schismatics. A common
nationality will doubtless, secure for the Armenian Mission
aries a welcome from these poor people, thereby encourag
ing the youug levites to perform that good which is not so
easily wrought by foreign priests.
The works continued to spread and would indeed acquire
a greater development if two obstacles did not oppose their
progress: the lack of accommodations and of funds. The
first house although paid for and fitted up as well as cir
cumstances permitted, is not only in a sad need of repair,
but moreover too small; the purchase of an adjoining court
yard, now up for sale, would help to remedy present diffi
culties. The price is very reasonable, but we cannot give
any guaranty as our finances are low and our prospects not
encouraging. These conditions are to be regretted as the
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# purchase of that property Is really a necessity, not only for
the works already established, but also for the opening of
another school which in time would repay for any present
investment. The number of pupils would then certainly
increase, and it would not be necessary to provide other pro
fessors. The question of employing teachers is one of
weighty consideration as we have already been obliged to
engage the services of lay professors for the different lan
guages and this has entailed additional expense.
The outlay for the aforementioned purchase would prob
ably amount to 20000 or 25000 francs of which we have
not the first sou. As formally, in similar circumstances,
my thoughts and hopes turn toward Europe and I resolved
to appeal once again to your generous cooperation. The
foundation of the house of Tauris is, in a great measure,
due to you; for it was through your kind influence that we
received a donation from a generous benefactress now gone
to her reward. We trust, therefore, that your friendly in
terest remain the same and that you may induce other
friends to take this good work to heart. They may rest
assured that for the material help which they give, they
will secure for themselves a large share in the merits of
our prayers and labors in this foreign land.
Relying upon the goodness of your heart and on the
zeal which you have never ceased to manifest in behalf of
all the works for the Armenian missions, I beg to offer you,
Reverend Director, and to the benefactors of your good
works, my sincere thanks and ardent prayers.

Your humble and grateful servant,
F. Le s NE,
Apostolic Delegate to Persia.

https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol15/iss1/4

12

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 15, No. 1, part 4
— 445 —

CHINA
NORTH TCHE-LY
Letter from Rev. A. Co t t a , Priest of the Mission, to
Rev. G. Po u g e t , Priest of the same Congregation, Paris.
Tien-Ko-Tchoang, November 20, 1907.

Your letter reached me over a year ago and you congrat
ulated me, not without good reason, on my chosen portion
in the Lord’s vineyard. All this time I have been making
my apprenticeship, and now I am fairly launched into the
work of the missions and left, in a measure, on my own
responsibility. My happiness is indescribable, and more a
reality than what I experienced during my seven years in
Madagascar.
I shall now tell you about my own little corner — the
small village of which I have charge. It is called TienKo-Tchoang, situated about twelve miles south of PaoTing-Fu, chief town of the province. The director of
this district — ecclesiastical division—resides in this town.
The vicariate of Pe k i N, one of the four of the province
of Tche-Ly, is divided into five districts: Suen-Hoa-Fudirector, Rev. G. Vanhersecke; Tientsin-director, Rev. V.
Lebbe; East P<Pm-director, Rev. G. Bafcop, cousin to
Rev. A. Narguet; South-West Pe&m - director, Rev. G.
Rembry; Pao-Ting-Fu-director, Rev. J. Fabregues; the
last named has thirty priests under his direction and 45000
Christians of the 105000 inhabitants in the vicariate. In
1900, there were only 10000; the progress, as you see, has
been marvelously rapid, and this year promises as good a
record as the preceding years. We shall probably number
not less than 10000 conversions, if our good God continues
to bless our labors.
My own Christian residence is the smallest in the vica
riate and not quite in proportion to my stature. There are
Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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17000 Christians of whom six-sevenths are neophytes.
The radius of my district reaches a circumference of a little
over three miles with full license, however, of including if
possible, a few pagan villages to the west, ubi Christus non
est praedieatus. The work has begun in real earnest, so
that about fifteen schools for catechumens have been opened
in the neighboring Christian settlements and, moreover,
there is a fair hope of gaining over two, or perhaps three
villages to the faith. When the missionary is able to find
ten men willing to be instructed, he places them under the
care of a Christian who rents a house and gives them the
necessary knowledge of the catechism up to the time of
baptism; the same process is followed for the women. The
mission provides board during the catechumenate.
The older Christians, as I have already mentioned, are
rarely very enthusiastic over the catechumens because of
two reasons: first, they hold in the highest esteem only
those who have long since renounced paganism; second,
these older converts to the faith who have persevered in
scrupulous fidelity to their religious practices, have not a
sure confidence in the neophytes whose transformation they
judge will not be complete until after the administration of
baptism.*
My cook has for some days past operated wonders — not
in the culinary art in preparing savory dishes — but in his
self-assumed capacity as a fisher of men. Relinquishing
his “empire of grease” to a relative, he goes first to one,
then to another of the pagans, sometimes to groups of
thirty or forty persons, and without giving offence to any
one, he discusses religion, adroitly confounding all these
deluded people by his questions and answers. He has even
undertaken to evangelize a whole village. After a series of
journeys to and fro and many “harangues” he returned
with a radiant countenance to announce that the door was
now opened for me. The following week, unfortunately,
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his plans were completely upset by some distinguished .pa-’
gans who prevailed on the willing friends to retract their
good promises. But my domestic is not easily thwarted in
his purposes, and he continues steadfast in ardent search for
souls. He went to these influential pagans and, as words are
never wanting to him, he succeeded in drawing from them
the following .confession : “The Christian religion is better
than ours!—He replied: “ Very good, do you knowsucAa
person®”—“Yes,” they answered, “he also adores the same
gods that we worship” — “Not at all, that man is now a
Christian and he is trying to spread the faith in his village.”
This morning I sent for the man alluded to, who is a
neophyte lately baptized, and charged him with the con
version of his former friends. He has started out with
very little knowledge of theology and philosophy, it is true,
but I feel confident that this old man will find convincing
arguments and expose them so clearly, and meet objections
so well, that the pagans can give no plausible excuse to
remain obdurate.
What fills Us with wonder and astonishment in the prop
agation of the faith is, how weak the instruments of which
God makes use when compared with the results obtained!
The benefit of being provided for during the catecflumenate
does not prove an inducement for these people, as it has
happened that some pagans though very poor, have re
marked: “If you offered us rooms filled with gold and sil
ver, we would not become Christians.” Then how is it
that such transformations are wrought among them? There
is only one answer to this question : It is the work of grace.
Two days ago some one said to me: “In such a village
of five or six hundred inhabitants, there are one hundred
Christians; the chiefs have some vague intentions of em
bracing Christianity. If the Father would show them a
little favor, perhaps they would come to the residence and
talk matters over.” Acting on the suggestion, I sent my
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interpreter with my card; he found the chiefs assembled
and presented himself before them, holding the card with
both hands raised to the level of the eye, he said: “ Gentle
men, Chiefs of this village, please to accept the invitation
to take a cup of tea at the residence”... The invitation was
graciously accepted, and yesterday they came, nine in num
ber. Although nothing definite is gained, yet discussions
animated but peaceful sometimes do good and we try to let
the net down as dexterously as possible, leaving the issue
to the will of God!
Mea culpa! January the tenth. What excuse can I of
fer for the delay of my letter? Not a very reasonable one,
and I must rely on your good will to forgive my apparent
neglect. I am still very busy and oh! with what joy I now
recall our class work of by-gone years; our history course
and your descriptions of the sublimity of Christianity and
the beauty of Mother Church. Each time I administer
the sacraments, these memories recur to me, and more par
ticularly when I behold the young men, and the old peo
ple of eighty years, kneeling at the feet of our Saviour;
they who recently prostrated themselves before idols and
took part in the prevailing worship of their ancestors.
The marvelous workings of grace are more and more
marked, and undoubtedly, the vicariate will count at least
twenty-five thousand conversions of adults above last year’s
record. Glory to God and peace to the land of China! This
is our safety, for with it comes a perfect freedom, and even
more wonderful still, the mandarins and other officials, man
ifest toward us a kindly attitude. One must indeed look
for trouble to be unhappy here. I am only speaking for
my own locality, however, as perhaps morals and customs
might be far different in the southern districts.
Please to pray for our dear Christians, the conversion of
the pagans, and your own confreres.
A. COTTA.
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KIANG-SI
Letter from Rev. P. Da u v e r c h a in , Priest of the Mission,
to Very Rev. A. Fia t , Superior General.
Kiu-Kiang, February 19y 1908.

The solemn consecration of Right Rev. N. Ciceri, Vicar
Apostolic, to the important vicariate of South Kiang-Si,
mentioned in your Circular of last January, has inter
ested all concerned. It is here that Bishop Rouger had
undergone so great sufferings, and that our good and ami
able Father Canduglia was massacred on the twenty-fifth
of September. It seems, therefore, but natural that we
send you a few details of the ceremony of consecration,
which put an end to the painful suspense overshadowing
for so long a time the vacant see of Kiang-Si.
Rome having spoken, there was naught else for Father
Ciceri to do than to bow in humble submission, and his con
secration was assigned for Septuagesima Sunday, February
the sixteenth. For the convenience of the prelates and in
vited guests, the Right Rev. P. Ferrant placed his cathe
dral of Kiu-Kiang at their disposal. Besides it was here
that Father Ciceri had been Procurator from 1886 to 1<391.
By right of his former title of Vicar Apostolic of South
Kiang-Si, Right Rev. A. Coqset was named officiating prel
ate; and he, with the Right Rev. S. Jarlin, Bishop of
Pekin, the Rev. C. M. Guilloux, just returing from a visi
tation at Tchen-Tin-Fu, and the Rev. A. Ducoulombier,
Procurator at Pekin, arrived very promptly in two days,
having taken the Franco-Belgian line of Han-Kow; while
the Right Rev. C. Vic — Senior Conxecratione, by this title
first assistant bishop—the Rev. G. Liou former pupil of
the bishop-elect, the Rev. J. M. Peres, Provisor of South
Kiang-Si, and your humble servant of East Kiang-Si, were
delayed by a storm on Lake Poyang which separates us
from Kiu-Kiang, and we reached that place ten days later.
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On Saturday evening, all the invited guests had arrived
and received a cordial welcome from His Lordship, Bishop
Ferrant. They visited the cathedral and were unanimous
in their admiration of the artistic decorations for the au
spicious occasion. The next morning, Sunday, at eight
o’clock, the ceremony of consecration took place at which
twenty-six confreres were present. What admirable recol
lection prevailed and with what regularity were the various
ceremonies carried out under the direction of the Rev. P.
Monteil! It was indeed with deep emotion that after the
invocation of the Holy Spirit, all knelt to receive the first
pastoral blessing of the new bishop, and all hearts united
in the wish: Ad multos annos! May our Heavenly Father
grant that blessing to these five devoted prelates, worthy
Sons of St. Vincent de Paul!
A similar consecration took place here many years ago.
This was in 1870, when the Right Rev. E. Guierry came
from Ning-Po, to consecrate the Rev. G. Bray to the epis
copacy; no other bishop was present; the only clergymen
were the Rev. A. Portes, Procurator, and a Franciscan
priest from the neighboring province, who took the places
of the absent prelates.
Times are wonderfully changed ! As Bishop Bray once re
marked after a long experience in the country: “In China”
he said, “ during an interval of a year, apparently nothing
of note transpires, but after ten years there is observed a
complete transformation.” Hence, thirty-eight years had
passed since the same solemn ad multos annos had been
sung by Father Bray for Bishop Guierry and his prayer
was heard, as that prelate died in 1883, after twenty years
of the episcopate, and Bishop Bray, himself lived thirtyfive years after his consecration.
Their Lordships, present here last Sunday, may claim to
have shared the same benediction. Bishop Vic counts twen
ty-two years since his consecration, Bishop Coqset, twentyhttps://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol15/iss1/4
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one; Bishop Ferrant, ten; Bishop Jarlin, nine; and if we
can judge by present appearances, all have before them
many more years of apostolate in their respective missions.
Pardon this digression, I shall now return to my subject.
In the afternoon, solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sac
rament was given by the new bishop. The following day,
the Feast of Blessed Francis" Regis Get, so dear to all
Priests of the Mission, beheld the newly consecrated prel
ate discharging the most solemn of his sacred functions, for
that morning before the Pontifical Mass, the touching cere
mony of confirmation took place. The sacrament was ad
ministered to ninety-five Christians and their number would
have been larger, had not the storm of the preceding week
prevented the Christians of the residence of Father Fatiguet,
on the other side of the large river, from taking part in the
preparation.
The feast day was solemnly observed in these parts, but
very specially by the confreres—eighty in number —the
two secular priests and the Daughters of Charity of the
houses of Kiu-Kiang, Shang-Hai, and Ki-Ngan.
In the midst of this happy assembly, my heart was filled
with gladness and I cannot conclude without comparing
the prosperous present with the painful past. There are
now 160 European Priests of the Mission in the Province.In 1878, the Chinese Province of Kiang-Si contained only
eight Missionaries under Bishop Bray. Today, this vast
Province is divided into three vicariates with three vicars
apostolic, 53 Missionaries, 19 secular priests, and one broth
er-1907-What an increase in the personnel from 1878 to
1908!
F. Da u v e r c h a in . •
P. S. February the twentieth. Today is like a spring
day. Bishop Ferrant has taken advantage of the fine
weather to induce Bishops Vic and Ciceri to postpone their
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departure and perform a pilgrimage to the tomb of our
martyrs of Nan-Cha ng, Fathers Lacruche and Sal avert and
the five Marist Brothers. This hallowed spot is an hour’s
walk from Kiu-Kiang. A simple but beautiful chapel
has been erected and one delights to pray therein. The re
mains of Bishops Laribe, Baldus, Bray, Fathers Sassi, Por
tes, Guiraud and others, as well as those of three Daughters
of Charity, are also interred here, in spem resurreetionis.
EAST KIANG-SI
Letter from Rev. L. Cl e RC-Re n a t id , Priest of the
Mission, io Very Rev. A. Fia t , Superior General,
King-Te-Tcheng, February 21, 1908.

News from the mission of King-Te-Tcheng will, no
doubt, be welcomed by you. I cannot, however, speak of
conversions for they rarely occur here and on that point I
am not able to compete with my confreres having only from
fifteen to twenty baptisms of adults a year; this for me is
a rich harvest. It is true, that the field confided to my care
does not readily respond to cultivation. Tn importance,
circuit, and population, it may be compared to the city of
Lyons, France; and strange to say, I am the only Mission
ary here, having neither confrere, nor native priest to assist
me in the functions of the ministry. There is, however,
one great blessing attached to this mission: that is the re
spect and esteem in which the Christians and their pastor
are held by the population — a restless, turbulent people —
and the courteous intercourse maintained with the officials.
It is, doubtless, owing to the high standing of the mission
that any good is effected among this demoralized popula
tion. Occasionally, our Lord wills that I meet in my trav
els a family who has preserved the faith in the midst of a
pagan generation. These worthy souls are perhaps more
edifying here in this district than others who live in a bet
ter atmosphere.
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In order to preserve a lively faith among the Christians,
I have directed my energy toward one point—-the erection
of a parish with all its advantages: schools, confraternities,
reunions, even a patronage, which is already on foot. Our
good God, no doubt, to reward my labors, has crowned
them with success, and my Christians form a real parish,
well-united and above all, very fervent. On Sundays all
assist at Holy Mass and I make it my duty to address them
a few words; then, in the evening I have the consolation of
beholding quite a large number at Benediction of the Most
Holy Sacrament. There are about four hundred baptized
Christians in the parish but my direction extends to one
thousand souls.
Up to the present, I was sadly in need of a church where
the religious services might be performed with due solem
nity. My desires are being fulfilled for by Easter I expect
to have the great happiness of blessing our new church. It
is 100 by 40 feet, with a capacity of eight hundred to one
thousand persons. I pray St. Anthony of Padua, patron of
the new church, to gather within its walls a multitude of
fervent Christians.
The schools*—in my opinion the work by excellence—
show marked development; it is most important to give
these children a good training, being as wide-awake as our
little Parisians and, moreover, very quick in grasping the
fundamental truths of faith. To foster these good dispo
sitions, I planned the erection of a patronage to which I
have already alluded. One question puzzles me very much,
it is how to procure certain games that might prove of in
terest and a benefit to the Chinese children without entirely
engrossing their time, for as a rule, they grow passion
ately fond of such things.
Each year toward Easter time, I organize a mission which
lasts two weeks; daily, except Saturday, I give a sermon
before Holy Mass; then there is the hearing of confessions,
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instructions to the more advanced catechumens, and in
fine, ameliorating the condition of these poor people in ev
ery possible way. On closing day, we have the solemn
blessing of the children and this is the most touching of
our ceremonies. There are so many little ones that the
sight delights my heart. Last year, I counted about sixty
in the group; this year there will be more than eighty, I
feel assured; and in three years, if nothing happens to op
pose the progress of the Mission, the number of converts
will increase twofold, and then I shall be obliged to es
tablish another parish in the farthest quarter of the city.
Let us hope for these good results.
L. CLEr c -Re n a u d .

AFRICA
SOUTH MADAGASCAR
Letter from Right Rev. J. Cr o u z e t , Vicar Apostolic
to Sister N..., at Paris.
Farafangana, Madagascar, September 4, 1907.

Do you wish me to give a title to this letter? Well, we
shall name it, “An abridged narrative of the travels of a
Vicar Apostolic.”.....But no, J fear that may be too com
prehensive for the subject matter, so it remains with you to
call it what you like.
You are are already aware of our present situation; you
know the multiplicity of official formalities required of us,
and how many demands are made by the authorities - de
mands that are in a great measure useless, being constantly
abrogated to give place to new ones; yet, this is no news,
for there are few who are ignorant of the fact, that Mada
gascar is a land famous for the promulgation of resolutions,
definitions, and decrees.
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol15/iss1/4
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The last question of moment concerns the matter of
education. Are we capable of teaching our dear little Mad
agascans, we who have been the initiators of the work of
the schools in these destitute parts of the Great Island?
True, one is not wise in his own conceit, but in this case it
would be most unwise to say we are not competent; so con
fidence prevails, slightly modified by an apprehension aris
ing from the fact, that we had only a verbal promise of
receiving the direction of the schools. Evidently, we are
not in Peru but “ All things come to those who wait.”
You are not aware perhaps, that four years had elapsed
before I had the opportunity of visiting Tulear. During
that time my determination to go there always remained
unshaken, so that neither the long rugged distance of twenty
days in brushwood, nor the inconvenience of traveling in
these parts, discouraged me. The opportune time arrived,
and I previously arranged with Fathers Praneuf and Canitrot to go at once into the Ambolo Valley to look up a suit
able location for a Mission House where the confreres may
reestablish the good work commenced by Fathers Danjou,
Cotta, and Coindard but which was completely destroyed in
the revolt of 1904-1905. The return of the confreres
would coincide with my departure, and thereby oifer me the
opportunity of seeing Father Castan with whom I was as
sociated since 1890, and who was obliged for the restoration
of his health to return to France on the next steamer.
As I was bidding the Fathers farewell, and their caravan
was just moving out, an official document was handed me.
I opened and read. I assure you there was not an official
expression on my face but otherwise a very significant one.
Here was a letter as dry as a ehip, informing me that hav
ing no certificate for teaching, I was not eligible for the po
sition of Superintendent of Schools and so, hie et nunc, I
must dismiss all our children. Our sisters, of course, found
themselves similarly situated.
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Fathers Praneuf and Canitrot set out and I decided to
keep things as they were until their return; fortunately
this was not long delayed. The two Missionaries came
back quite elated over the success of their arduous labors
in the valley. They found me holding fast to Fort Dau
phin in the hope of receiving some good news from the
officials in reply to my communications referring to the
school question. Three weeks passed without a word, when
one morning I received a notice granting a respite regard
ing the new regulation, and apprising me that as Father
Canitrot had a diploma, he would be recognized as capable
of directing the school. Soon after this intelligence, a tel
egram came, announcing the death of our worthy confrere,
Father Midville, who was scarcely six months in the colony
of Vangaindrano.
But now to speak of my visit to Tulear. I was obliged
to forego the trip by land, because by taking it I would
have arrived eight days after the embarkation of Father
Castan whom I was most anxious to see. At last, I was
able to set out on my travels by water. Now, if you wish to
follow my route, take a map of Madagascar and locate Fort
Dauphin and Tulear, and you can readily trace my course.
On the twenty-sixth of May, I took ship on the Pernam
buco, stopping successively at Farafangana, Mananjarv,
Vatomandry, and Andvorante; then I disembarked at Tamatave remaining there thirty-six hours when I left that port
on the Oxus for Di6go-Suarez where I stopped ten days,
and lastly, made connection with the steamer Persepolis>
On this voyage I passed Analalavo, Nossi-B£, Majunga,
Maintinaro, Morondava, Ambohib6, and finally, on June
the twenty-fifth, I landed at Tulear. By a happy turn of
events, I had the pleasure of spending in the interval, six
hours with Father Castan whom, after all, I was fortunate
enough to meet on his homeward journey.
8*
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I shall now describe my reception at Tulear. It is worth
the telling !...
There are at present in west Tulear two Missionaries,
Fathers Brunel and Henriot, assisted by a brother from Ab
yssinia, and Brother Cazeaux from Madagascar. I tele
graphed them not to trouble themselves about meeting me
at the port. I was big enough surely to take care of my
self. But one may as well have talked to the winds ! A
large vessel, manned by seven sailors, moved out to our
steamer at anchorage, and took me aboard; then at a cer
tain distance I changed quarters again for a tug-boat which
brought me ashore; there to my surprise a filanzana await
ed me and disposed of me further down the beach where
among a crowd of three or four hundred children besides
men and women, I had some trouble in distinguishing our
confreres whose countenances were illumined by broad
smiles when they caught sight of their traveler. After a
cordial greeting, amidst the greatest excitement, I was act
ually seized by strong hands and placing me in my vehicle,
they raised me far above their heads; while in this attitude
the crowd surrounded me and our pupils intoned canti
cles of joy. Their voices rose far above the “song of the
of the waves/’ and the people formed a lively cortege fol
lowing me, carried as I was, through the streets of Tulear,
until the porters were exhausted, and I found myself be
fore the church where the crowds dispersed, leaving me
alone with our confreres. Do you see the spectacle, and are
you amused at the picture? I enjoyed the scene immense
ly from my elevated seat in the filanzana, but not without
emotion on seeing a multitude of wooly heads, below; all
were full of life, dancing, singing aud doing their best to
show their appreciation of my visit, which to them was like
a popular feast.
The church in Tulear is pretty; yes, it is the jewel of the
region, not too large but sufficiently so; constructed of brick
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in Greek style of architecture, well planned and built ac
cordingly, artistically ornamented by the paintings of Fa
ther Henriot, which may be seen on the white walls and
pillars.
After a short rest, I took information at once, regarding
the schools, and to my delight, the Missionaries had not
received any official notice authorizing a change in the di
rection of the work; so they continued their teaching with
out interruption, full of confidence in the armful of educa
tional papers which they sent for the benefit of the direct
ors—Fathers Castan and Henriot for Tulear, Mahafansi,'
Balalando; Father Brunel for Imanombo, of which I shall
speak later on. Then there remains our placid Brother
Cazeaux, who, notwithstanding his seventy years, has charge
of the garden; the officials cannot take that from him, nor
the vines which he cultivates with the energy of a young
man. Every morning regularly at seven o’clock, he goes
out with his old mule and his cart, and in the evening he
reappears, conducting at a dignified pace, his provisions of
hay, fruits,and vegetables.
As to Father Henriot who has charge of visiting the
people in the vicinity-well, he puts into harness a zebra on
which he caracoles as a cavalier mounted on his war steed.
With a large box and some old wheels, he manufactured a
carriage to which he trained his ox, and this rig, he reserves
for the convenience of invited guests. Father Brunel, hav
ing nothing else to serve his purpose, uses a pirogue to
carry him twice a month down the river a distance of thir
ty-one miles from Tulear to Imanombo.
So, here I am at home among our confreres who have
devoted themselves so generously for some years to their
labors among the Madagascans; they indeed, seemed sure
of escaping the educational storm, when to our surprise a
courier brought two immense envelopes decorated with pur
ple seals and a variety of stamps; one for Father Henriot,
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the other for Father Castan. The former, not possessing a
certificate was prohibited from teaching, and the latter, was
informed of his renomination to the office of Corresponding
Secretary for the Academy of Madagascar. The letter
praised in the highest terms his pamphlets and his dialogues
in French-Malagasy, but he was not authorized to teach
even one of those little savages who have never seen the
cover of a book.
I had not yet visited Imanombo situated, as I have said,
about thirty-one miles from Tulear, and I was most anx
ious to take the trip. Father Henriot preceded us to make
sure of the safety of the route, while Father Brunel and
myself made preparations to follow him in a short time.
Does not this astonish you—to give so much consideration
to an excursion of only thirty-one miles? In Paris, a like
event happens daily, even hourly, and apparently with very
little trouble; but here in Madagascar, it is quite different,
lacking as it does the element of progress. We had choice
of two routes: land or water; the former being a shorter
way and less dangerous, we decided to take it, trusting our
selves to a guiding Providence. Seventeen porters were
indispensable to us. Seventeen...! but that is not surprising
here, where every day men are looking out for some easy
means by which to earn a few sous. When one contem
plates going into the country, and the news goes abroad,
help is not wanting; so seventeen robust young men pre
sented themselves on the eve of the appointed day to be
engaged in my service; hence, you see, traveling is not a
difficult matter after all. These willing applicants sat down,
discussed the question, and the conditions of remuneration
for an expedition in which, they said, that the traveler is
likely to be robbed, wounded, and even killed. This startled
me, I betrayed my astonishment. Father Brunel, however,
calmly corroborated these statements. “But what about the
treaty,” I expostulated. “To be sure there is a treaty,” rePublished by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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plied Father Brunel, “and we are as safe here as in Paris
where the like dangers exist.” This last fact overruled all
my objections and we came to terms. I agreed to double
the sum demanded, receiving in return a faithful promise
of their being on time-five o’clock-the following morning.
At five o’clock next morning, the travelers were ready
to start out, awaiting the arrival of the men; but we were
doomed to disappointment for not one appeared on the
scene, and we were obliged to discuss matters over again
and make new arrangements.
A merchant of Tulear generously placed at our disposal
a pirogue managed by three sailors and every convenience
for the voyage. He treated me royally, and you may be sure,
I thanked him effusively. After a delay of twenty-four
hours, we were able to embark at full sail, and we soon
found ourselves peacefully gliding over the waves. I assure
you, I did not feel very confident, however, when I consid
ered the size of our vessel in comparison to the expanse of
the surrounding waters. Undoubtedly, our good angels
conducted us to our destination, for the sea continued mild,
and the winds as gentle breezes wafted us to the shore
which we reached at low tide.
We had every reason to be grateful—Divine Providence
had watched over our frail bark. We landed about two
o’clock in the afternoon. The sailors pitched a tent using
the sails and oars of the pirogue, and without waiting to
contemplate the beauty of the scenery around us, we sat
down to partake of the refreshments.—A half-hour’s walk
brought us to Imanombo of which Father Brunel has al
ready given a description in a letter published in the Annals.
I shall now speak of the Mission.
The house of the Missionaries is a small frame building
of Malagasy style, built of iron wood; the walls are made
of rushes held together by boards and the roof is thatched.
Under the veranda, to the left, is the chapel, and to the
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fight, is the school house; then follows the kitchen and its
dependent apartments. The confreres’ rooms are above
stairs and from this point the village with its lively inhabi
tants may be easily seen. Often the children come and go,
making themselves at home in tbe house of the Mission
aries, so you may imagine the babel we have without the
tower.
The excellent condition of this Mission is due to the
tact, patience, energy, and faith of Father Brunel who feels
privileged to gain these poor people gradually to our Lord,
I enjoyed this success-the fruit of hard labor-and I fully
appreciated the affectionate regard of our pupils. Oh! how
quickly the days passed in their midst! We had the hap
piness of celebrating here the feast of St. Vincent de Paul,
our Blessed Father, and in his honor I gave confirmation
for the first time to thirty neophytes praying the model of
all Missionaries to offer these souls to the Divine Shepherd.
The ceremony was simple and touching in that modest lit
tle church, too poor for those decorations that excite devo
tion, but we hope nothing may be wanting in grace to
our little half-naked Madagascans with their curious counte
nances. It is wonderful how well these children compre
hend the nature of the sacrament they received, of course
this is according to their ability; at any rate, they evidence
that God has operated a spiritual transformation and we
hope that by the sowing of the divine seed in this season
able time, we may realize a fruitful harvest. They sang
their hymns with heart and soul; and in this isolated vil
lage of a handful of Christians in the midst of a pagan
people, these canticles so sweetly charming and devotional,
keenly touched my soul, bringing to it untold consolation.
My God, may these first fruits of a promising harvest be
agreeable in your eyes!
In the evening the villagers had a banquet in open air.
My pen refuses to describe the scenes which were presentPublished by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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cd before us. Goats were previously killed aud prepared
for the feast, bonfires illuminated the street, the odor of sa
vory dishes tempted the appetite, and all were merry in
their own simple way, it was indeed like the feasting of
Garantua; but at a given signal all were silent and one by
one they quietly retired for the night. Thus a happy day
ended, leaving with us most pleasant memories. In this
Mission, far away from the center of civilization, we passed
some calm and useful hours, not forgetting though that we
live in a world where the sweetest pleasures are short-lived,
and now the moment had come for us to fold our tents
like the Arabs of the desert and steal away.
Thanks to the influence of Father Brunel and to the ef
ficient assistance of an old cook, his friend, seventeen hourjano—always seventeen — offered their services to conduct
us to Tulear. They emphatically promised not to disap
point us; but I obliged them to advise us about the safety
of the route, and to my astonishment they related a fright
ful history of those brigands who molest the way-farers
and often leave them for dead. I had enough of their sto
ries which in the narrating seemed to increase in horror,
and as I was doing my best to impose silence on the hourjano, Father Brunel surprised me further by telling me
that only two hours ago one of his parishioners asked his
advice about dressing two wounds which he had received
on the same route we were preparing to follow. I pre
served silence after that and accepted all conditions made
for a safe return. At six o’clock the next morning, our
men were as good as their word, and I gave an affectionate
“au revoir” to Imanombo. Our caravan presented a for
midable appearance. Each man was armed with one long
spear and three or four harpoons of the fisherman. At the
side of my filanzana, a servant held a gun within my reach
and all looked anxiously and constantly in the brushwood
toward the jungle lest an enemy might be concealed therein.
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But thanks to our Heavenly Father, the enemy did not ap
pear. It is true, we abandoned the way by the woods and
followed the route by the sea; we had, thereby,a better view
and were on safer ground should the worst come; but by
night-fall, after a peaceful journey, we hailed Tulear.
July the twenty-fifth was a feast day in our church
where thirty children received the sacrament of confirm
ation.
And now a difficult problem remained to be solved. How
was I to reach Farafangana or Fort Dauphin? — for I had
the choice of either place — and three roads lay open be
fore me. I could embark on a sail-boat and double Cape
St. Mary ...this looks very simple and easy in theory, but
in practice it is almost impossible for an infinity of reasons.
The first and, in fact, conclusive one is that at this season
of the year no prudent boatman would attempt to cross the
dangerous and treacherous waters. The second road lay
across the island in an easterly direction, and on this jour
ney no reliable guide could be found to venture. The
third course was to reembark on the Persepolis and retrace
my former route, running the risk in the meantime of be
ing left in some port to remain there until by chance a
steamer sailing southward might pass that way. I adopted
this last plan notwithstanding its inconvenience, and on
Monday the nineteenth, took passage on the Zanzibar a
German steamer, which fortunately anchored in front of
Farafangana. Thence an immense barge landed me on the
shore where our dear confrere, Father Hiard, who is not
ignorant of my apprehensions of the sea, had hastened to
meet me, and I found in him as under all circumstances,
“a friend indeed?’
The shore swarmed with children; several hundred boys
under the care of Father Lasne, and the little girls with
the sisters—Sister Vollaro at their head. This sight sug
gested gratitude to God when we consider that ten years ago
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not one of these poor negroes had the slightest idea of
Christianity. Today thanks to the zeal, activity, and selfabnegation of the Missionaries, our dear Lord is known,
honored, loved, and served by an entire population; what is
more striking perhaps, is the good effected not so much
among the children as among the adults, Undeniable proofs
were there before me in the groups gathered around. I
must add, that the sisters also, have wrought marvels and
have reason to rejoice over the success of their work in this
far-distant island.
Apprehensions,misgivings,fears, suspicions have vanished
before the beneficent influence of grace and the example of
the noble, disinterested, compassionate, and gentle self-sac
rifice of the laborers in this field; a beautiful spectacle is pre
sented by these savages, who have been taught to believe,
to hope, to pray, and mutually to help one another. Char
itable works expand these hearts formerly contracted by
egotism, and their rough dispositions have become gentle
and submissive to direction.
Faithfully responding to the invitation of Father Lasne,
crowds filled the church on Sunday, September the first,
when High Mass was sung with pleasing harmony and
equal to our parish choir in France. Fifty Christians, old
and young, presented themselves for confirmation which
it *was my privilege to administer. Among them was a
poor little cripple tenderly carried in the arms of a boy,
and whose mild, sweet countenance expressed his patient
resignation.
In a few days I shall again perform the same ceremony,
but in another part of the Mission not less interesting. This
will take place next Friday at the Leper Home where
crowds will assemble in the hall transformed into a chapel
for the occasion. There, those incurables also will realize
that they are not excluded from the compassionating love
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of the Good Shepherd who will Himself come to comfort
them in the person of His minister.
And now after all these spiritual achievements or giorious victories for Christ our Saviour, do you think dis
couragement should find place in our hearts ? “ No, but like
true soldiers we shall let nothing disconcert us, when we
see the banner of Christ triumphant, notwithstanding all
obstacles, and borne forward in the march of peaceful con
quest/’
Recommending myself to your prayers, I remain in the
love of our Lord,
Yours respectfully,
Jacques Ck o u z e t , C. M.,
Vic. Ap„
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NORTH AMERICA
LOUISIANA-UNITED STATES
A FRENCH MISSION FOR THE NEGROES AT
ST. CATHERINE’S CHURCH NEW ORLEANS, 1908.

Letter from Rev. A. Va u t x e r , Priest of the Mission.
St. Catherine’s Church, New Orleans, exclusively for ne
groes, was confided to the Priests of the Mission in May,
1895, by the Most Rev. Francis Janssens, Archbishop of
New Orleans.
The colored population being very considerable, a spe
cial church is indispensable; many negroes, however, attend
the parish churches, but they have places appointed for
them apart from the white congregation.
After the abolition of slavery, the result of the Civil
War, the poor negroes were, for the greater part, left to
themselves in destitution and ignorance. Protestant minis
ters took advantage of this situation, and soon many of the
race became Methodists and Baptists. A certain number
remained Catholics, but generally speaking, their religious
and moral condition is not without reproach. As a rule, the
negroes are superstitious and they attach more significance
to demonstrations of devotion, than to the practical observ
ance of religious precepts. For instance, they delight to
burn votive candles, yet often neglect Mass on Sunday. It
is not rare to meet Catholic negroes who have not made
their First Communion, married by the civil authority, or
by Protestant ministers. An extraordinary mission, there
fore, from time to time, at St. Catherine’s which affords inhttps://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol15/iss1/4
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deed a perpetual mission, is a great spiritual benefit to the
colored people. Although English is the prevailing lan
guage of New Orleans, yet many of the negroes here speak
French, and when the Very Rev. Visitor gave his permis
sion with his kind cooperation, for a mission at St. Cath
erine’s it was decided to give it in the latter tongue. The
mission opened the third Sunday of Lent and continuedone wreek to the satisfaction of the Missionaries. Seven
marriages were legitimized, five adults made their First
Communion, while others were prepared for this great act,
and a large number of general confessions were heard. So
many good works must have glorified God, and consoled the
Heart of Jesus. The number of Communions at St. Cath
erine’s did not correspond to the record of confessions heard,
due to the fact, that many who made the mission, live in
distant parts of the city, and therefore, they found it more
convenient to receive Holy Communion in the parish church
of their locality. The last Sunday was a very busy day for
the Missionaries in performing the various works of the
mission, so that on the morning following, again a large
number of negroes approached Holy Communion. These
poor people ardently wished that the time of the mission
be prolonged, so earnest are they for the salvation of their
souls. Oh! how good God is to the poor! May He provide
means for the amelioration of the colored race, and raise
up in His Church generous laborers for this portion of hi®
vineyard.
A, Va u TIER.
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MEXICO'
WORK OF THE MISSION
{Annals, Spanish Ed. 1908, p. 213; translation.)
MISSION OF KIUCHIL

This mission has just been brought to a close with the
satisfaction that success crowned the work. Yesterday the
people assembled in crowds at the church for the solemn
ceremony of First Communion, and the Reverend Pastor
of the parish, Father Uncal, counted in all not less than
400 communicants. During the mission 250 approached
the sacraments, a comparatively large number, when the
population of the village is taken into consideration.
This morning I had the happiness to bless four mar
riages and nineteen others have been legitimized; with
God’s help, this benefit will be extended further, as we have
already received several communications to that effect.
It is, no doubt, in response to the fervent prayers of our
confreres that our Lord deigns to bless our work so abun
dantly.
Maurice Pe t UL.
MISSION IN THE PARISH OF MOTUL

This mission, opened on March the third, was closed on
the thirty-first, preparatory to the great feast of Easter. Fa
thers Coello, Petul, and Valencia were charged with the in
structions during the four weeks of the pious exercises, and
according to the opinion of the worthy pastor, these con
freres were most zealous and devoted in their endeavors to
gain all souls to God.
The order was as follows: Holy Mass daily at half past
four followed by a sermon in the Maya dialect. At nine
9
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A. M. and three P. j VJL an instruction to the First Com
munion class and on the nineteenth, feast of St. Joseph,
the beautiful ceremony of First Communion took place in
which 250 boys and girls approached the Holy Table to
the great edification of the entire parish, who were moved
to tears on beholding this rare spectacle. In the evening
the beautiful ceremony of the Renovation of Baptismal
Vows with its usual solemnity made a deep impression on
the congregation.
Every day the recitation of the Rosary was followed by
a sermon in Spanish, the Litany being afterward chanted
and a sermon in Maya closed the exercises.
We were happy to see a daily increase, in the attendance,
especially of the men who came 300 in number to every
exercise of the mission. Our labors were visibly blessed
by heaven; over eight hundred persons of all classes ful
filled their Easter duty. This number, in a population of
7 000 souls, though apparently small, under the circum
stances, is considered excellent, and we bless God for these
results. Two years ago, a zealous priest was sent here by
the bishop to preach the Lenten sermons. Notwithstand
ing his efforts, his audience never counted 800 persons and
at length he was forced to abandon his pious undertaking
and return home.
The record of the work during the past Lenten season
is as follows,:
Mission in Tekik, 380 persons complied with their East
er obligations;
In the parish of Merida where the spiritual exercises
were given in the Maya, 500 Communions;
In Huncheila, 100 Communions;
In the village of Tixminac, parish of Tekax, 160 Com
munions;
In Juncu, 103 Communions; Vayalech, 536; Ulila, 115;
Yaxche, 250.
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One may readily observe that God has given many ben
edictions to the labors of the Missionaries, for dating from
the first of February until the end of March, a total of
3370 persons made their Easter duty. The Missionaries ,
are at present engaged in the country places around Soluta;
their attempt to accomplish a little good in the city on ac
count of certain conditions, proved unsuccessful.
Julian Co e LLO.

CENTRAL AMERICA
GUATEMALA
Letter from Rev. F. PREAU, Priest of the Mission,
Guatemala, February 24, 1908.

The inauguration of the Atlantic Railroad which ex
tends from Puerto-Barrios to Guatemala, was celebrated
last month with great festivities. This is indeed a most
fortunate event for the Republic, and a grand progressive
movement due to the intelligence and energy of its presi
dent.
By means of this railroad, Guatemala may be reached
from France in fifteen days. The voyage from Havre to
New York is easily made; from New York to New Orleans
by railway, and from New Orleans to Puerto-Barrios, a port
of the Republic, whence you reach Guatemala in two days.
There is then no more question of Panama and of the fevers.
The Central House of the Daughters of Charity, belonging
to the Province of Central America is located in Guatemala.
This Province comprises twenty-five houses of sisters, dis
persed throughout the five republics of Guatemala, Salva
dor, Nicaragua, Costa-Rica and Panama.
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol15/iss1/4
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The Missionaries are occupied in the following functions
in Guatemala:
1. Office of the direction of the sisters;
2. Chaplaincy of the hospital, in which there are two
hundred male patients and one hundred fifty-seven female
patients; the labor therein calls for two chaplains;
3. The chaplaincy of the asylum, in which there are three
hundred orphan boys and two hundred orphan girls with
several old men and women. The Missionaries are con
nected with the government for the chaplaincies of the hos
pital and asylum, which are State institutions.
4. The Central House of the Province.—There are more
than one thousand day scholars in the classes, and about
one hundred boarders ; there is an association of Children
of Mary with a membership of two hundred, and a patron
age for men and boys.
F. Pr e a u .
Ba r r io s or Pu e r t o -Ba r r io s , a seaport of Guatemala on the Atlantic, is
situated in the bay of St. Thomas which is the best harbor of the whole
Atlantic coast in Central America. Hundreds of vessels can be commodiously harbored therein and sheltered from the prevailing storms of the
Atlantic Coast.
The port of Barrios was opened in 1894. It provides a magnificent har
bor for the largest vessels, having a pier 975 feet long.
The Transcontinental Railroad of Guatemala extends from the Pacific
Ocean to the Atlantic; the starting point is at San-Jose, and since 1908,
it terminates at Puerto-Barrios.
Interesting notes of travel in Central America and South America reached
us too late to have place in this Number of the Annals. We shall begin
the publication of these notes in our next Number.
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SOUTH AMERICA
COLOMBIA
TUNJA
Letter from Rev. H. Co s y n , Priest of the Mission, to
Very Rev. A. Fia t , Superior General.
Tunja, October 20, 1907.

Here I am then at Tunja, after a journey of seventy
clays, time sufficient to make a circuit of the globe! My
last letter informed you of my prosperous voyage, and of
my arrival at Panama; this one will give you an account
of my long journey through Colombia.
I had the untold pleasure at Panama, to board the vessel
at the same time as Mgr. Rojas, Bishop of Garzon; he was
accompanied by his secretary and by the pastor of Cali, Fa
ther Gonzales, who were returning from a visit to Rome and
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. So far as I was concerned,
the meeting was providential, dissipating all anxiety, for
now I could depend on them for the necessary information
about my voyage to Cali. Having embarked with all our
baggage on the Manavi we were delayed by the lading of
the ship from Saturday afternoon at three o’clock until the
next day, Sunday, at the same hour. After two days pas
sage, quite supportable, —minus the wretched fare of these
English coasting vessels, we disembarked at Buenaventura,
on Tuesday, September the tenth, at noon. We happily es
caped a delay of some time at this place, on account of a
landslide which happened on the railroad line; this would
have been very annoying, because, at Buenaventura as at
all the tropical ports, the climate is very unhealthy.
The population of the country being Catholic, the Rail9*
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol15/iss1/4

42

et al.: Annals of the Congregation of the Mission, Vol. 15, No. 1, part 4
473

road Company willingly accommodated Bishop Rojas with
two special trains, one at each side of the landslide; the
baggage would be kept in the baggage car until the road
should be repaired. Fortunately, being included in the
Bishop’s party I arrived at Juntas, the terminus, in the
company of these gentlemen and the pastor of Buenaven
tura, Father Vejarano, who offered us hospitality, and who
also came with us to Cali. One hour after our arrival here
the horses and the necessary equipment sent by the con
freres for the journey, reached us; we had notified them to
that effect by telegram from Panama. I donned my cos
tume as best I could, assisted by the Bishop himself and
then, for the first time, I mounted a horse, a trusty animal
reserved especially for me, and over these somewhat diffi
cult roads, bordered by frightful precipices, I made my ap
prenticeship as an equestrian. Later on, I was to have
occasion to perfect myself in the art, in the course of my
loug journey to Tunja, passing over in less than a month,
three hundred seventy-three miles. I shall not stop to de
scribe the enthusiastic reception of those poor people, lost
among the Cordilleras at an elevation of six thousand five
hundred feet, and more. His Lordship, being very zealous,
offered his services everywhere, to administer confirmation,
to hear confessions, to console those who approached him.
When evening came, refreshment and rest were most wel
come, extended to us by these grateful mountaineers who
gave generously of their meagre board. During these two
days’ journey I was able to appreciate the simple and strong
faith of these people and I shall ever preserve a pleasing
impression of my first meeting with the native Colombian.
I arrived then at Cali, Friday evening, September the
thirteenth. His Lordship set out again the day following,
anxious to return to his diocese through which he travels
as a true missionary, and he wished also to greet on the
way, his new archbishop, who is our confrere, the Most
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Rev. E. Arboleda, at Popayan. I was not able to depart
from Cali before two weeks, being obliged to await my bag
gage which, in this country of inconvenient communication,
they did not hasten to send me; but this delay procured
me the good fortune to have for traveling companion, the
Reverend Visitor, Father Bret, going to confer with the
Bishop of Ibagu6 and he was desirous of seeing again the
house of Santa-Rosa de Cabal recently renovated in order
to include, besides the apostolic school, the seminary and
the extern classes.
We set out then from Cali the tweny-seventh of Septem
ber, the anniversary of the death of Saint Vincent, to com
mence that long course, interrupted now and then by a few
hours or a few days of rest. The road as far as Santa-Rosa
is good; it runs through the rich valley of the Cauca and
offers to the Missionaries the advantage of a visit to several
houses of the Sisters of Charity, where one is happy to
participate in the joys of a family reunion. All these houses
are now prosperous and they are engaged in the customary
works: schools, hospitals, orphanages, and industrial schools,
some of them very well organized. French is spoken but
little on the way and Spanish is learned by trying to
speak that language where we meet no fellow countrymen.
Thus we traveled along by sunshine or rain, protecting our
selves from both as best we could. I shall not give you all
the details of that journey on horseback, nor of the pas
sage of the Cauca in an improvised canoe made of the trunk
of a tree whilst our horses crossed over by swimming,
nor of the night spent in a tavern, sleeping on the benches
in the company of a swarm of annoying insects.—It would
require a volume to describe the incidents of our travels
of wdiich in France no idea can be formed.
We were at Santa-Rosa on Wednesday, October the sec
ond. What a magnificent house our confreres have there,
and how well it is already organized for its threefold purhttps://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol15/iss1/4
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pose! A beautiful chapel, a meditation room, apartmetns
for the students, spacious recreation grounds, and above all,
a suitable location, on a small plateau outside the village.
The climate of Santa-Rosa appears to me more delightful
than that of Cali, and from this point of view alone, the
change of house already made itself felt. The studies are
necessarily suspended during part of the day in hot coun
tries as in that of Cali, but at Santa-Rosa, as at Tunja
one may easily continue teaching the whole day. The
house of Cali, moreover, was old and the departure of the
students and seminarians leaves a little more free time to
the Reverend Visitor who is at times obliged to absent him
self for whole months.
Charmed, by having seen the Central House of our Prov
ince, I quitted Santa-Rosa. The road that remained to be
journeyed over was not of smooth traveling. The Central
Cordillera must be crossed at an elevation of 11375 feet with
a series of twenty to twenty-five mountains to ascend and
descend; then, after having traversed the burning plain of
Ibague, under a scorching sun, we re-ascended to Bogota and
Tunja. Father Bret and myself continued on together, for
the Bishop of Ibagu6 was now at the capital on account of his
health. While at Ibague, we went to visit the seminary which
is being repaired to provide suitable quarters for the semi
narians, and the work is progressing despite the slender re
sources of the country, and the difficulty of advancing ex
peditiously. I shall not delay here to speak to you of the
divers incidents of the route, nor of our sojourn in villages
destitute of everything. I shall mention, however, our
experience of one night spent between Ibague and Girardot, in a place called Casablanca in the centre of Colombia.
We arrived about five o’clock, the usual hour, a little
before sunset, thereby giving time to care for the horses
while it was still daylight. We finished reciting our office,
and very soon supper was served consisting of a plate of
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rice with meat dried in the sun and afterwards cooked, corn
bread and a cup of chocolate, a drink much in vogue in
this place. As we were about to seat ourselves at this fru
gal meal, a bat fell on it from the ceiling, I mean from the
roof, for the only covering to this apartment was plaited
palm leaves. Fortunately, we were not frightened by this
incident, and the bat, startled undoubtedly by the light of
a miserable candle, flew away as promptly as it had tumbled
down. But this was not the last of our misfortunes. As we
were about to finish our repast in came the host, a fine man
about forty, who began very amiably to relate his exploits
during the last war (1900). I feared but one thing, it was
that at a given moment, overcome by drowsiness at the end
of that wearisome day, we would both fall asleep. Finally,
the narration being concluded we thought of seeking ac
commodations for the night. Still in the same apartment,
I climbed upon the table on which our supper had been
spread-this is often the best bed-and wrapped in a travel
ing blanket, I made myself very comfortable for a few
hours’ rest. The Reverend Visitor was not so fortunate, for
having found an ox-hide bed, such as is used in this coun
try, he arranged his sleeping quarters in the other corner
where toward midnight a large black scorpion painfully
stung him, having come from its home in the famous roof.
He was not able to sleep the remainder of the night, and
he was affected by a slight paralysis of the legs, of the
arms, and principally of the tongue, which left him only
by degrees.
The day following, about half past six at dawn, we
moved on toward Girardot. There we boarded the train
w7hich after several hours we exchanged for horses and
continued thus to the summit of the Cordillera on the pla
teau of Bogota.
It is not at all convenient to have intercourse between
countries separated by such high mountains, and the diffihttps://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol15/iss1/4
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culti'es which Colombia presents in this respect, are worthy
of consideration; some years hence, if revolution comes not
to overthrow everything anew, it is possible that the princi
pal cities may have an easy communication established
among them and that the whole Republic w7ill find
therein the source of its prosperity and of its advancement
in civilization.
While in Bogota, we remained with the Brothers of the
Christian Schools, who have there a superb school of arts
and trades. Finally, after three hours of railroad and two
days on horseback, we reached Tunja. But here in this
seminary, wdiich is equal to a French seminary, I feel at
home at last, and quite able to work. I am charged with
the class of philosophy and the class of canon law. I ex
pect to make myself useful and to do all the good I can
after the example of our confreres here at Cali and at
Santa-Rosa. They have greatly edified me everywhere
and I can only thank you for having sent me to live and
labor with them.
Please to accept, etc.,
H. COSYN.

BOLIVIA
Letter from, Rev. G. De v is s e Priest of the Mission, to
Very Rev. A. FIAT, Superior General.
La Paz, February 4, 1908.

...Following the advice of His Lordship, the Bishop, I
went without demur into a region named Los Yungos, in
quest of ecclesiastical vocations and although my journey
lasted a month, I was amply rewarded for my labor as the
number of our pupils has increased twofold. This region
is delightfully picturesque — here nature is robed in her
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pristine beauty with a virgin forest of the rich vegetation
of the tropics, the home of wild animals, notably monkeys
In large numbers. The journey, interesting as it may be,
Is, however, difficult with other additional hardships; for
instance, an Indian hut affords the only shelter, and then
one is obliged to sleep on the bare ground, wrapped in
blankets. My traveling companion was a subdeacon and we
both experienced a peculiar happiness on finding the peo
ple of Los Yungos thoroughly Christian, in easy circum
stances, generally, and of very simple habits. It is among
such that I have found the best recruits for the seminary.
Scarcely had I returned to La Paz, when upon the ex
pressed wishes of the Reverend Visitor, I set out on the
second of January, to accompany our confreres who were
going to Sucre. His Grace, the Archbishop, had written
To this effect on several occasions, but owing to circum
stances we were not able to comply with his request. This
journey like the first was very painful, and the privations
many, especially for our confreres so unaccustomed to ex
cursions of this kind into a region, wild in its every aspect.
Father Choisnard stood the journey well, Father Guillen
and Father Salas, equally so, while to our sorrow, Father
Dupeux arrived at Sucre very weak and emaciated. Dur
ing six days out of a journey of ten we were mounted on
mules which carried us over roads apparently untried and
in every way disagreeable; besides the environments were
unhealthy and at night we had to put up at these un
sanitary stations, so well known throughout the world,—
where we lodged on the bare ground with a blanket for a
covering and a portmanteau for a pillow; as for nourish
ment, we lived on canned food; this was better than noth
ing, hard as it seemed. Fortunately, the reception at Sucre
was most cordial; there His Grace, the Archbishop, the
clergy, and the principal citizens joyfully received us. His
Grace, treated me with great kindness, and during the nine
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days that I stayed at Sucre, T was his guest in the episco
pal palace. The installation of our confreres in the seminary
was very solemn and impressive; indeed, an atmosphere of
general kindness pervades the place discouraging all re
straint. The residence is a very fine building while the
seminary has a purely ecclesiastical character, accomodat
ing thirty in the class of theology and thirty preparatory
seminarians, all in cassock.
My homeward journey was even more difficult than were
my travels to Sucre. I blessed God for His divine pro
tection in sustaining me in this painful, wearisome journey
through rain, snow, and the danger of crossing torrential
rivers the result of sudden down-pours, so frequent in
these parts.
I reached La Paz somewhat fatigued, but very much
consoled on finding the seminary in its present prosperous
condition.
George De v is s e .

DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION
66. — FACULTY TO ALL THE PRIESTS OF THE MISSION
OF ATTACHING TO CHAPLETS THE INDULGENCES OF THE
CROSIER FATHERS.

In his Circular of April 17, 1908, on the Association of
“Sacerdotal Reparation,” the Superior General added the
following information (page 6):
I am happy to inform you of a favor which our Holy
Father, Pope Pius X., has just conceded to the Priests of
the Mission. We have henceforward, in virtue of an
oraeulum vivce vocis under date, February the twenty-ninth
of this same year, 1908, the faculty to attach to chaplets
of the Blessed Virgin the Crosier indulgences, by the
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Sign of the Cross only without any other condition.”
These indulgences of the Crosier Fathers may be attached
to chaplets of six decades by the Priests of the Mission and
the Daughters of Charity can gain these indulgences with
out being obliged to hold the chaplet in their hands while
reciting it. The following is the text of Indult, April 18,
1908:
Be a t is s imo Pa d r e ,
Il Visitatore della Missione, signor Luigui Alpi, umilmente prostrato al
trono de Vostra Santith,, supplica che i Missionari di S. Vincenzo de Paoli,
i quali hanno la facolta di annettere le indulgenze di ’PP. Crocigeri alle
corone ordinarie, possano altresi annettere alle corone di sei poste, di cui
servonsi le Figlie della Carita.
Inoltre, trovandosi le aette Figlie in esercizio di carit&, e nella impossibilita di potere alcuna di loro tenere in mano la corona, possano ugualmente guadagnare le consuete indulgenze recitando il Santo Rosario.
Che della grazia ecc.
Juxta preces in Domino,
Die 2*7 aprilis 1908.

Pius P. P. X.

67. — On THE TRANSMISSION OF HONORARIES f o r
Ma s s e s t o t h e Ea s t . - S. C. Concilii, 9 Septembris, 1907.
(See Ganoniste eontenvporain, 1908, p. 324.)
The following questions having been proposed to the
Sacred Congregation of the Council:
I. Does the Decree, Recenti, Article 3, in date of May
22,1907, which prohibits sending directly to the East honoraries for Masses, ad antistites et presbyteros eeelesiarum,
quae in Oriente sitae sunt, include the Apostolic Delegates?
II. May Superiors of Orders and of Religious Institutes
send directly to their subjects who are in the East, honoraries for Masses?
'
S. Congregation answered:
Ad I. Negative, ita ut nempe mitti possint ad praefatos
Pinos Delegatos missarum intentiones eum respeetiva eleemosyna, ut eas distribuant duntaxat praelatis et saeerdotibus
delegationis suae.
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Ad. II. Affirmative et taxative pro religiosis subditis suis?
non vero pro ceteris.
Ssmus D. N. in audientia diei 9 Septembris 1907, audita
relatione infrascripti Seeretarii S. C. Concilii, benigne ratam habuit et approbavit resolutionem S. Congregation is.
Et insuper mandavit ut pro ceteris omnibus servetur dispositio decreti.
Vin c e n t iu s , Card. Ep. Prcenest. Prcef.
C. De La i , Secret.
68. —“Sa n a t io n ”

of

ALL t

he

Ir r e g u LAr it ie s

t hat

MIGHT HAVE BEEN COMMITTED IN THE ERECTION OF THE

As s o c ia t io n OF t h e Ch ie d r e n o f Ma r y Im m a c u LATE. — S. C. of Indulgences, March 18, 1908.
Be a t is s im o Pa d r e .
Agostino Veneziani Procuratore generale della Congregatione della Missione, prostrato al bacio del sacro piede,
umilmente implora la sanatoria di tutte le irregolarita incorse per qualsiasi causa nell’istituzione, delle Pie Associazioni delle Figlie di Maria, che seguono gli statuti propri di quelle delle Figlie della Carita, ed hanno la Medaglia “ Miracolosa” come distintivo.
Che della grazia ecc.
S. Congregatio Indulgentiis sacrisque Reliquiis praepo-sita, utendo facultatibus a SS. D. N., Pio Pp. X sibi tributis,petitam sanationem, quatenus opus sit, benigne conces
sit. Contrariis quibusque non obstantibus. Datum Romae
e Secria ejusdem S. C. die 18 mart. 1908.
S. Card. Cr e t o n i , Prcef.
Locus sigilli.
D. Pa n ic i , Archiep. Laodicen., Secret.
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CURE ATTRIBUTED TO THE INTERCESSION OF
BLESSED JOHN GABRIEL PERBOYRE
AND a VENERABLE LOUISE DE MARILLAC

Sister N..., Daughter of Charity of the Province of the
United States of North America, had for over a year, been
afflicted with extreme nervous prostration. Who shall
measure the weariness of more than twelve months of in
action, with the repeated disappointment which the hope
ful patient experiences where remedies fail of their expected
result?—Although resigned to the divine will, our Sister's
faith in the power and the goodness of God, suggested that
she make a strong appeal for her cure, through the intereession of our dear Martyr, Blessed John Gabriel Perboyre,
and our Venerable Mother, Louise de Marillac, promising
a contribution for their canonization, as her thank-offering,
should her petition be granted. It pleased Almighty God
to reward the sufferer’s confidence, for from that moment
her condition began to improve. She is now entirely well;
not only have all traces of her tedious malady disappeared,
but she has been able to resume the duties of a well-filled
day. Most grateful for her restoration to health, Sister N...
now publishes the favor for the encouragement of others,
whilst on her own part, it has proved a new incentive to
greater generosity and devotedness in the service of her
beloved Community.
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OUR DEAR DEPARTED.
OUR MISSIONARIES.
Rev. Eugene Campan, St. Vincent de Paul, France, March 8, 1908;
76 years of age, 26 of vocation.
Rev. Charles Andrieux, Dax, France, March 28, 1908; 75 years of age,
59 of vocation.
Rev. Louis Bollo, Turin, Italy, April 5, 1908; 61 years of age, 29 of
of vocation.
Rev. Michel Riutort, Palma, Majorca, April 5, 1908; 29 years of age,
13 of vocation.
«
Brother Francis Kaier, Gratz, Austria, April 9, 1908 ; 28 years of age,
6 of vocation.
Rev. Georges Deroo, Smyrna, Asiatic Turkey, April 22, 1908; 43 years
of age, 15 of vocation.
Rev. Vincent Villazan, Ecija, Spain, April 20, 1908; 45 years of age,
27 of vocation.
Brother J. B. Lecheler, Vienna, Austria, April 25, 1908 ; 76 years of
age, 48 of vocation.
Rev. Pierre Vallee, Paris, France, May 2, 1908; 73 years of age, 28 of
vocation.
Brother Jules Lyoen, Paris, France, May 2, 1908; 59 years of age, 22
of vocation.
Rev. Emmanuel Dupis, Petropolis, Brazil, May 4, 1908 ; 29 years of age,
10 of vocation.
Brother John Klecza, Cracow, Austria, May 13, 1908; 70 years of age,
44 of vocation.
Rev. H. Hermkes, Gouvy, Belgium, May 13, 1908; 41 years of age, 21
of vocation.
Brother Maxime Bottegal, Buenos Ayres, Argentine Republic, May 1908;
57 years of age, 26 of vocation.
Rev. Gustave Souza, Campo Bello, Brazil, May 26, 1908; 51 years of
age, 24 of vocation.
OUR SISTERS
Sr. Eugenie Herpin, Paris, France; 73 years of age, 44 of vocation.
u Caroline Debergue, Chilian, Chili; 80, 52.
11 Maria Cesbron, Santiago, Chili; 77, 49.
il Maria Jove, Lerida, Spain; 83, 60.
“ Martina deIparraguirre, Madrid, Spain; 42, 18.
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Sr. Rogelia Gomez, Cabra,, Spain; 38, 15.
11 Maria Izpizna, Madrid; 72, 42.
11 Francisca Sara, Madrid; 70, 49.
11 Marie Emonts, Paris; 79, 49.
il Pauline Huleza, Leopol, Austria; 78, 55.
il Barbe Zamelezak, Leopol; 49, 26.
11 Terege Bary, Erlau, Hungary; 66, 49.
11 Frangoise Lanore, Alassio, Italy; 74, 45.
11 Victorine Dumas, Pau, France; 64, 36.
“ Ersilia Filippi, Caru, Italy; 61, 38.
“ Marguerite Laussac, Amiens, France; 78, 52.
il -Marie Boeuf, Hyeres, France; 74, 55.
11 Juana Sanchez," Madrid: 29, 4.
“ Evarista Ibero, Seville, Spain; 74, 47.
11 Feliciana de la Tapia, Victoria, Spain; 64, 34.
11 Julia Baschuy, Magyvarad, Hungary; 66, 49.
“ Catherine Baylle, Sully-sur-Loire, France; 66, 47.
11 Frances Reiter, Schwarzach, Austria; 34, 7.
il Marie Primois, Mans, France; 44, 14.
11 Jeanne Guittard, Athee; 78, 54.
11 Sophie Piotrowska, Culm, Prussian Poland; 44, 21.
“ Philomena Wacogne, Naples; 30, 3.
u Barbe Nsehtegsele, Bruges, Belgium; 75, 52.
il Franscisca Hernandez, Cuevas, Spain; 49, 24.
11 Frangoise Gaucher, Barcelona; 71, 52.
11 ‘Francesca Manfredi, Colorno, Italy; 67, 42.
11 Jeanne Teyssier, Chateau-L’Eveque, France; 73, 51.
“ Jeanne Vallet, Lille, France; 28, 7.
11 Marie Gondard, Paris; 31, 7.
“ Clara Ortille, Ham, France; 52, 28.
11 Annunziata Bianco, Naples; 43, 21.
a Adele Manolo, Acreale, Italy; 54, 26.
11 Domicila Dietrich, Cracow, Austria; 69, 51.
“ Rose Valiorgue, Fontainebleau, France; 80, 58.
“ Rosa Simsik, Engelsfeld, Hungary; 22, 4.
“ Marceline Perrot, Rennes, France; 82, 47.
“ Mercy Redman, Manchester, England; 51, 29
il Anne Bergoin, Constantine, Algeria; 65, 45.
“ Gabriella Trono, Grugliasco, Italy ; 68, 48.
11 Benoite Vassallo Campomorone, Italy; 54, 32.
u Paula de Berasetegni, Irun, Spain; 26, 2.
11 Nicolasa Munugarren, Valdemoro, Spain; 22, 2.
11 Maria Fulve, Guadalajara, Spain; 63, 37.
11 Maria Crivelli, Turin; 37, 8.
11 Emilie Spallarossa, Campomorone; 51, 11.
10
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Sr. Marguerite Grosjean, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.; 81, 55.
“ Sebastienne Maigne, Bisceglie, Italy; 86, 66.
“ Leonardine de Stolberg, Lille, France; 33, 11.
“ MariS Julhe, Labrugniere, France; 67, 44.
“ Elizabeth Schweger, Constantinople; 66, 46.
“ Paule Abeille, Montolieu, France; 87, 64.
•“ Victoire Hediard, Verdun, France; 61, 38.
“ Jeanne Le Bigot, Montpellier, France; 74, 45.
“ Maria Sola, Havana, Cuba; 78, 52,
u Isabel Lasa, Irun; 65, 41.
“ Monica Los-Arcos, Pampeluna, Spain; 30, 6.
“ Marie Rosner, Lankowitz, Austria; 74, 52.
“ Augustine Adler, Laban, Poland; 71, 49.
“ Marie Cret, l’Hay, France; 46, 23.
11 Eleonore Planes, Bahia, Brazil; 84, 64.
11 Jeanne Mehl, Laibach, Austria; 72, 29.
11 Apolline Gorsek, Laibach, Austria; 24, 1.
“ Maria Cluzet, Montlugon, France; 68, 47.
11 Henriette Heron, Clichy, France; 62, 35.
“ Marie Babitsch, Lankowitz, Austria; 31, 11.
11 Catherine Ruf, Gratz, Austria; 39, 12.
11 Petra Serrano, Cali, Colombia; 57, 3^.
11 Caroline Bugni, Ivrea, Italy; 38, 9.
“ Mary Clary, Marseilles, France; 76, 54.
11 Anne Kuglmayer, Gratz, Austria; 76, 20.
“ Maria Pertica, Turin ; 62, 38.
il Marie Laurent, Casteljaloux, France; 73, 52.
“ Marie Perrot, Lima, Peru; 74, 49.
11 Marie Beloglavec, Pees, Hungary; 25, 6.
11 Ana Mato, Toledo, Spain; 77, 52.
“ Maria Gonsalez, Madrid; 47, 14.
“ Josepha Jorda, Seville; 74, 47.
11 Josephine Schotter, Budapesth, Hungary; 35, 15.
“ Jeanne Piquet, l’Hay, France; 73, 51.
“ Anne Scagliotti, Turin; 80, 51.
“ Josephine Vismara, Turin; 43, 22. ,
11 Marie Le Boulh, Amiens, France; 37, 8.
“ Marie Vialaneix, Ch&tillon-sur-Bagneux, France; 57, 36.
“ Marie Bonnaure, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 78, 49.
11 Marie Tapissier, Beyroot, Syria; 35, 11.
“ Jeanne Flings, Beloeil, Belgium; 53, 17.
11 Maria Moya, Neuilly, France; 38, 5.
“ Flavie Andrieux, Gex, France; 66, 43.
“ Maria Barral, Cebu, Philippines; 74, 54.
11 Gavina Catalan, Valdemoro, Spain; 62, 36.
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Maria Azcoitia, Azcoitia, Spain; 58, 33.
Joaquina Jimenez, Billao, Spain; 63, 42.
Marie Castelin, Treveray, France; 55, 29.
Eugenie Duverlie, l’Hay; 38, 11.
Marie Renault, Clichy, France; 58, 33.
Louise Gabalda, Vichy, France; 71, 41.
Mary Finn, Dublin, Ireland; 57, 38.
Marie Gonzillon, Previere, France; 79, 58.
“ Anne Imlauer, Salzburg, Austria; 29, 9.
“ Eugenie Colpaert, Lyons, France; 70, 41.
11 Marie Verbek, Gratz, Austria; 55, 29.
11 Elizabeth Bahovec, Laibach, Austria; 45, 29.
“ Marie Leroy, Champigny, France; 68, 38.
“ Adelaide Pareau, Lille, France; 66, 46.
11 Maria Segovia, Neuilly, France; 64, 46.
11 Nicoletta Urbano, Naples; 70, 40.
“ Angelique Parent, Peroane, France; 57, 34.
“ Helene Soltesz, Cracow, Austria; 32, 2.
l’ Elizabeth Losinska, Culm, Prussia;1 27, 7.
“ Anne Pallat, Meseritsch, Austria; 63, 41.
11 Elise Jourdan, Lesparre, France; 79, 56.
“ Magdalena Carraso, Avila, Spain; 69, 50.
“ JosefaRodriguez, Leon, Spain; 38, 12.
“ Dominica Aenarez, San Fernando, Spain; 55, 37.
11 Juanna Calleja, Najera, Spaip; 27, 6.
11 Josefa Goy, Santiago of Galicia, Spain; 54, 31.
11 Sophie Wierzbowska, Cracow; 36, 14.
u Marie Tournillon, Paris; 85, 63.
11 MarieiDarras, Toulouse; 76, 54.
“ Adele Silva, Turin; 39, 7.
“ Josephine Torriani, Turin; 31, 9.
“ Frangoise Bellon, Neuilly, France; 72, 50. il Therese Delrieux, Clichy, France; 72, 50.
11 MariePresseq, Arcueil, France; 67, 33.
“ Clarisse Soule, Montlu9on, France; 66, 40.
“ Esther Olivieri, Turin; 40, 14.
11 Therese Gerard, Chateau-l’Eveque; 74, 52.
“ Rose Clary, l’Hay; 77, 60.
11 Marie Spasser, Paris; 62, 44.
11 Antoinette Pannetier, Lorca, Peru; 48. 28.
“ Marie Bazeille, Versailles, France; 69, 47.
11 Elisa Rustom, Alexandria, Egypt; 55, 17.
u Justine Lagarde, Lyons; 74, 49.
11 Marie Grollier, Algiers; 67, 46.
u Christine Soba, Laibach; 21, 5.
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Joseph Pettan, Laibach; 36, 6.
Marie Chollet, Saint-Brieuc, France; 31, 10.
Irene Van Uberghe, Ansz Belgium; 36, 14.
Josefa de Izaguirre, Victoria, Spain; 42, 18.
Louisa Pardo, Grenada; 24, 5.
Juana Fernandez, Valdemoro; 5T, 32.
Marie Grandchamp, Bordeaux’; 11, 56.
Claire Mihiere, Bazas, France; 61, 40.
Rose Fiorini, Turin' 42, 16.
Marie Valadier, l’Hay; 77, 54.
Marie Parego, Parma, Italy; 28, 6.
Helene Mora wska, Warsaw, Russian Poland ; 34, 4.
Victoire Baldit, Montolieu ; 68, 42.
Zelinda Beligni, Sienna, Italy; 31, 8.
Marie Ollier, Bernay, France; 57, 34.
Marie Ayme, Tourcoing, France; 42, 11.
Franqoise Lesire, Beyrout, Syria; 77, 54.
Anna Midroij, Ostia, Italy; 76, 52.
Maria Beaumont, Paris; 37, 11.
Jeanne Raymond, Rodez, France; 25, 2.
Marie Chevolleau, Paris; 60, 33.
Louise Dumas, Armentieres, France; 66, 42.
Josephine Ramel, Chateau-l’Eveque; 45, 26.
Alix Marion, Ch&tillon-sous-Bagneux, France; 68, 41.
Anne Gerl, Schwarzach, Austria; 36, 18.
Agnes Skraba, Obuda, Hungary; 26, 7.
Mathilde Sirand, Tching-Ting-Fou, China; 30, 8.
Alice Finegan, Fresbfield, England; 43, 17.
Isabel Bellver, Valdemoro; 76, 50.
Eustaquia Fernandez, Orense, Spain; 58, 39.
Maria Iriarte, Madrid; 73, 53.
Julienne Perrin, Yvre-l’Eveque, France; 39, 17.
Brigida Amaya, Guatemala; 33, 11.
Maria Herrera, Nicaragua, ; 41, 12.
Henriette Vigot, Paris, France; 66, 45.
Mary Hartney, Emmitsburg, Md., U. S.; 69, 40.
Eligius Hoey, Emmitsburg, Md., U. S.; 79, 62.
Magdalen Keleper, Rochester, N. Y., U. S.; 59, 35.
Francis Leahy, Washington, D. C., U. S.; 41, 4.

R, I. P,
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MISCELLANAE
ICONOGRAPHY
OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL IN THE CHURCHES
OF PARIS
BY M. L’ABBE O. ESTOURNET.

St. Vincent de Paul today so well known as the Special
Patron of all the Works of Charity, was beatified August
13, 1729, and canonized June 16, 1737. No sooner had
Rome placed his relics on our altars than the Priests of the
Mission hastened to order for the church of Saint Lazare a
number of paintings representing the most notable scenes
in the life of the their holy Founder. Of these designs we
shall have occasion to speak later.
In the other churches of Paris, the enthusiasm excited
by the ceremonies of the canonization, as many a like
religious demonstration, gradually subsided; indeed its
memory seemed confined to oblivion, and the painter’s
brush as well as the sculptor’s chisel adorned with master
pieces all the churches and basilicas of the great metropo
lis, no appreciation or encouragement, therefore, was given
to any new design expressive of a religious ideal. Besides
this epoch was one of peculiar trial to the Church, dis
tinguished as it was by the introduction of the so called
philosophical principles of Jansenism with its contempor
aries, irreligion and immorality; piety in consequence be
came weakened among the faithful who were influenced,
more or less, by the prevailing scepticism, and they gradual
ly discontinued their generous donations to the churches. It
is not surprising then, that religious art was subjected to a
kind of ostracism and that few illustrations are to be found
of St. Vincent de Paul whose familiar history was repro10*
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duced in art only in the chapels of several communities and
those of charitable institutions.
When decorating the chapel of the Enfants-Trouvtis, Na
toire was intrepid enough to place in imitation marble, a
relief figure of St. Vincent de Paul, and two painted pannels representing the Sisters of Charity of his foundation,
in the midst of their orphans; these paintings have proba
bly been destroyed long since, but we possess engravings
of them taken by Fessard, in 1757.
The religious of Sainte Marie, ruedu Ba,c, gave an order
to Noel Hall6 for three medium-size pictures showing St.
Vincent receiving religious, St. Vincent giving an audience,
and St. Vincent preaching to the galley slaves. Another
painting of St. Vincent delivering a sermon dated 1761, is to
be seen in the chapel of the Salpttriere; how it came there,
is not kpown. The church of Saint-Nicolas-du-Chardonnet
contains an Apotheosis of St. Vincent de Paul, attributed —
no doubt erroneously, to Francois Marot as this artist died
in 1719, before the declaration of beatification of Vincent
de Paul. Lastly, the Bons Hommes of Passy purchased a
small alabaster statue of the Saint.
In 1785, in his famous panegyric of St. Vincent, deliv
ered at Saint Lazare, the Abbe Maury expressed the wish
that a good king erect a statue to a good citizen; the very
next day these words being transmitted to Louis XVI. by
the Count of Angivilliers, Superintendent of Public Build
ings, His Majesty immediately gave orders that a marble
statue of the Saint be placed in the gallery of the Louvre
and shortly after it was unveiled with popular demonstra
tion. This statue served as a model to the one now to be
seen at the Enfants-Trouves. On July 13, 1789, the origi
nal was broken in pieces by a band of revolutionists, who
afterwards threw the head into the basin of the fountain in
the garden of the Palais Royal.
In the meantime, the revolutionists having confiscated
Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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all works of art in the churches of Paris, which they de
clared to be national property, organized a Mus&e de
Monuments frangais to receive their spoils. The paintings
of Saint Lazare, Sainte-Marguerite and SainCNicolas with
the statue of Passy placed at the depot of the Petits Augus
tins, were the only objects of any value bearing reference
to St. Vincent in this collection, and apart from these there
remained comparatively few others in divers private chap
els and oratories of the capital. The guide books make no
mention whatever of them; they even omit to note the
chapel of the Mother House of the Daughters of Charity
where there must certainly have been found a statue or
painting of their holy Founder; but the iconoclasts of the
revolutionary epoch ignored any reference to the matter.
It is, however, permitted to believe that the two paintings
of the eighteenth century preserved at the Mother House
of the rue du JBac and representing the one St. Vincent a
captive in Algeria, the other St. Vincent giving his savings
to a beggar, formerly ornamented the sisters’ chapel, as
well as the painting to be seen at Sainte-Marguerite, and
which was brought there under circumstances that we shall
describe later on. In this painting is seen St.- Vincent
presenting the first Daughters of Charity to Ann of Austria-,
the original could not be traced when the institute of the
sisters was reorganized, and the older sisters, so faithful to
the family traditions, suggested an analogous subject for
the painting which represents St. Vincent giving the Rules
to the first Daughters of Charity.
Besides prior to the Revolution, these paintings relating
to the life of St. Vincent de Paul were very few in number
and even those now found in the different churches of
Paris are from unknown artists. There are at Saint
Eustace, a picture of St. Vincent preaching, and a copy of
St. Vincent commencing the work of the foundlings from the
original by Galloche; at Saint-Etienne-du-Mont, a portrait
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol15/iss1/4
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of St. Vincent, 1649, by Boudon —this is rather doubtful;
at Saint-Nicolas-du-Chardonnet, another portrait of the
eighteenth century. At present, the great Apostle of Char
ity is well represented in many churches in Paris, and the
following is a summary of the paintings, statues, stained
glass windows and other illustrations destined to perpet
uate his memory to future generations.
(To be continued,)
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LIST OF ESTABLISHMENTS
OF THE SISTERS OF CHARITY

XIV.—UNDER VERY REV. J. B. ETIENNE

(Continued).

We have already published, under the head of Historical Information,
the principal establishments founded since the time of St.Vincent de Paul.
We shall now continue the list which will lead up to 1870.
No t a .—The abbreviations indicate the nature of the work : S.rSchool;
F. S., Free School; H., Hospital; C. H., Civil Hospital; G. H., General
Hospital; M. H., Military Hospital; H. D., Hotel Dieu; H. C., House of
Charity; 0., Orphanage or Ouvroir.—For Italy, Ricovero signifies Hos
pice; ConsefwZorio, an Ouvroir.—For Spain and Latin America, College
Qolegio a School or a Boarding School for young Ladies.— Those estab
lishments whereof the nation is not indicated but only the department,
are in France.
1872. Ragusa Inferiore, Italy, Sicily, St. Teresa, 0.
Reading, United States, Pa., 0.
Rouen, Seine-Inferieure, H. C.
Saintes, Charente-Inferieure, H. C.
Salerna, Italy, H.
Salindres, Gard, H. C.
San Fernando, Chili, H.
San Jose de Costa Rica, Costa Rica, H.
Santiago, Chili, Holy Family, H, C.
Spezia, La, Italy, Marine H.
Syra, Greece, H.
Syracuse, New York, United States, Boys’O.
Tapolca, Zalaer Comitat, Hungary, S.
Tepan, Guatemala, S.
Troy, New York, United States, E. S.
Turin, Italy, St. Vincent, H. C.
Valenciennes, North, F. S.
Valfleury, Loire, H.
Valmaceda, Biscaye, Spain, H.
Warsaw, Russian Poland, H.
Vera de Almeria, Andalusia, Spain, H. C.
Washington, United States, 0.
Wreschen, Prussian Poland, H.
Wundschuh, station Kalsdoof, Austria, S.
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Aguilar de la Frontera, Cordova, Spain, H.
Auberchicourt, North, H. C., F. S.
Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain, St. Eulalia, 0Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain, Nueva Belen, O.
Bellasta, Peru, H.
Bouchain, North, H.
Clagliari, Sardina, Italy, Saint-Joseph, 0.
Carrara, Italy, H.
Cassano d’ Adda, Italy, H.
Chignolo-Po, Italy, A.
Constantine, Algeria, 0,
Dieppe, Seine-Inferieure, Notre-Dame-des-Flots, Marme
Einsiedeln, Austria, H.
Fossano, Piemont, Italy, Saint-Francis, H.
Giovinazzo, Italy, Home for the Aged.
Havre, Le, Seine-Inferieure, H. C.
Jablonowo, Prussian Poland, H. C.
Jouarre, Seine-et-Marne, S.
Kaposvar, by Lakany, Somogv, Hungary, S.
Lille, North, Boys’ 0.
Limoges, Haute-Vienne, H. C., S.
Los Angeles, United States, II.
L’Oued Altemenia Algeria, Infirmary.
Madrid, Spain, Saint-Louis-des-Frangais, H.
Mazamet, Tarn, C. H.
Mexico, Mexico, Saint Louis, H.
Mexico, Mexico, 0.
Montevideo, Uruguay, H. C.
Nieuil, Haute-Vienne, H. C.
Orival, Seine-Inferieure, 0.
Paris, Saint-Denis-de-la-Chapelle, II. C., F. S.
Paris, Saint-Medard-de-Sainte-Rosalie, H. C.
Pian Castagnaio, Italy, S.
Placentia, Italy, Industrial S.
Poutremoli, Italy, H.
Revel Roquefort, Haute-Garonne, C. H.
Ruvo di Puglia, Italy, II.
Saint-Denis, He de la Reunion, H.
Salzburg, Riedenburg Fauborg, Austria, Home for the Aged.
■ San Francisco, California, United States, Saint Vincent’s 0.
Toledo, Spain, H.
Valencia, Spain, Saint John Baptist, A.
Valencia, Spain, Saint Eugenia, 0.
Valencia, Spain, H. C.
Vera Cruz, Mexico, College.
Wyrozeby ou Wyrozembach, Russian Poland, H.
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$874. Alba de Tormes, Salamanca, Spain, H.
Angers, Maine-et-Loire, Industrial S.
Ariccia, Italy, Saint Joseph, A.
Arsoli, Italy, Saint Philip, A.
Auxy-le-Chateau, Pas-de-Calais, 0. S.
Baena, Cordova, Spain, H.
Baeza, Jaen, Spain, Purissima Concepcion, H.
Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain. La Purissima, S.
Bizot, Algeria, C. H.
Boston, United States, Infant A.
Bracciano, Italy, H.
Buenos-Ayres, Argentine Republic, A.
Constantinople, Turkey, Saint George, German 0.
Corogne, La, Galicia, Spain, Saint-Pierre-de-Nos, S.
Coupvray, Seine-et-Marne, C. H., F. S.
Cremone, Italy, C. H.
Dorchester, Massachusetts, United States, Infant A.
East Saginaw, United States, H.
Fontanges, Cantal, C. H., S.
Genoa, Italy, Infant A.
Grenada, Andalusia, Spain, Saint Joseph, A.
Grex Carbonod, Ain, H.
Guadalajara, Mexico, C. H.
Havre, Le, Seine-Inferieure, C. H.
Iglesias, Italy, A.
Kitzbiihel, Tyrol, C. H.
Leka, Was, Hungary, A.
Lockenhaus, near Guns, Hungary, S.
Lublin, Russian Poland, Saint John, Insane A.
Luino, Italy, A.
Madrid. Saint Louis-des-Fran^ais, College
Montoro, Cordova, Spain, H.
Morvaszentjanos, Porsony, Hungary, C. H., S.
Naro, Italy, Immac. Concept., H. C.
Pekin, China, Saint Vincent, H.
Piesendorf, Austria, S. 0.
Portici, Italy C. H.
Port-Maurice, Italy, S.
Puerto de Santa Maria, Cadiz, Spain, Saint John of God, H.
Reichenberg, Bohemia, Austria, Joannesstein, A.
Reims, Marne, Saint Andrew,. H. C.
Saint-Etienne-du-Rouvray, Seine-Inferieure, Infant A.
Sankt-Johann, Hungary, by Vienna Hohenau, S.
Saint-Nazaire-du-Var, Var, H. C., F. S.
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1874. San Giovanni in Croce, Italy, S.
San Pelegrino, Italy, Industrial S.
Santiago, Saint Vincent, C. H.
Sansano, Italy, II.
Segni, Italy, H.
Sczuczyn, Russian Poland, C. H.
Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, Infant A.
Turin, Italy, Saint Anges, H. C,
Urfahr, poste Schwarzach, Austria, Industrial S.
Villegalhenc, Aude, H. C., S.
Wistler, United States, S.
XV.—UNDER VERY REV. EUGENE BORE, SUPERIOR GENERAL.

(1374-1878)

1875. Aix, Bouches-du-Rhone, Infirmary.
Athee, Cote-d’Or, H.
Babahoyo, Ecuador, H.
Barcelona, Spain, Saint Vincent, College.
Besson, Allier, H. C., F. S.
Boston-Spa, England, Deaf and Dumb Inst.
Budapest, Hungary, Clinique.
Budapest, Hungary, S.
Busalla, Italy, Industrial S.
Cadouin, Dordogne, H. C., S.
Cannobia, Italy, Industrial S.
Carthagena, Murcia, Spain, H.
Cavite, Philippines, Notre-Dame-des-Douleurs, HL
Chalons-sur-Marne, Marne, Infirmary.
Chaumont-Cesve, Belgium, H.
Chieti, Italy, Saint Camille, 0.
Cilli, Austria, G. H.
Drancy, Seine, 0.
Eciza, Seville, Spain, H.
Ferney, Ain, H. C.
Folleville, Somme, 0.
Germanedo, Italy, Industrial S.
Gex, Ain, 0.
Gnigl, Austria, H.
Granada, Central America, H.
Gualeguachu, Argentine Republic, EL
Guatemala, Central America, Prison.
Gyula, by Csaba, Rekeg, Hungary, S. 0.
Herefort, England, H. C.
Kurkedge, England, 0.
Kilparkow, near Leopol, Austria, Insane A.
Lautrec, Tarn, H. C.
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18 75. Leon, Nicaragua, H.
L’Hay, Seine, Saint Vincent, H. C.
Lille, Mayenne, Mayenne, H.
Los Angeles, Chili, H.
L’Oued Fodda, Algeria, H. C.
Lukow, Prusian Poland, H.
Lyon, Rhone, H.
Lyon-Sainte-Craix, Rhone, II. C., F. S.
Madrid, Saint John of God, H.
Madrid, Saint Bernardine, A.
Malaga, Spain, Paseo de la Farola, H.
Manduria, Italy, Gianuzzi, H.
Medina Sidonia, Cadiz, Spain, S.
Mornex, Haute-Savoie, 0.
Mugello, Italy, H.
Planama, Central America, H. C.
Paris, Saint-Michel-des-Batignolles, H. C., S,
Parma, Italy, C. H.
Pecq, Le, Seine-et-Oise, Home for the Aged.
Penta, Italy, Immaculee Conception, S.
Pettau, Styrie, Austria, II.
Placentia, Italy, Saint Euphemia, 0.
Plymouth, England, H. C.
Puno, Peru, H.
Reims, Marne, H. C., F. S.
Riobamba, Ecuador, H.
Roubaix, North, P.
Saint-Armand-les-Eaux, North, H.
Salugga, Italy, 0. A.
Samatan, Gers, H.
Santa Anna, Central America, College.
Saint-Georgs-de-1’ Isle, Mayenne, H.
San Salvador, Salvador, H.
Seregno, Italy, H.
Sienna, Italy, San Girolamo, Central House
Smyrna, Turkey of Asia, Saint Joseph, H. C,
Szecseny, Neograder, Hungary, S.
Tacna, Chili, H.
Teheran, Persia, H. C.
Toulouse, Haute-Geronne, Saint Pierre, H. C,
Trujillo, Peru, H.
Vallard, Haute-Savoie, H.C.
Vienna, Austria, H.
Vigaun, Austria, Prison.
Villanueva v Geltrin, Barcelona, A.
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1875. Virginia City, Nevada, United States, H,
Lamora, Leon, Spain, H.
1876. Affreville, Algeria, H. C.
Alassio, Italy, 0.
Alcira. Valencia, Spain, H.
Angeria, Italy, C. H.
Aurach, Tyrol, Austria, S. 0.
Babahoyo, Ecuador, H.
Blanc-Misseron, North, C. H. F. S.
Boudja, Turkey in Asia, H. C.
Bra, Italy j H.
Cajamarca, Peru, H.
Casalbuttano, Italy, Industrial S.
Catania, Sicily, Victor Emmanuel, H.
Clairmarais, Pas-de-Calais, H. C. F. S.
Corbeil, Seine-et-Oise, 0. Girls.
Cracow, Austria, Saint Louis, H.
Cracow, Immaculate Conception, 0.
Cracow, A.
Dolores, Argentine Republic, Saint Roch, H.
Ebbs, Tyrol, Austria, H.
Fata, Komaroun, Hungary, S. H.
Fohnsdorf, by Knittelfeld, Styrie, H.
Guatemala, Central America, 0.
Huelva, Andalusia, Spain, H.
Knittelfeld, Styria, H.
Knittelfeld, Styria, H.
Knittelfeld, Styria, G. H.
Liege, Belgium, Basse wez, House of Providence, H. C.
Linares, Jaen, H.
Liverpool, England, S.
Madrid, Chamberi, Holy Name of Jesus, A.
Mayaguez, Porto Rico, Saint Antonia, A.
Montardoise, Aube, Industrial S.
Montefiascone, Italy, H.
Naples, Italy, Saint Vincent de Paul, S.
New Orleans, Louisiana, United States, St. Vipcent, S.
Panama, H.
Penautier, Aude, H. C.
Petersburg, Va., United States, S.
Portsmouth, Va., United States, S.
Quito, Ecuador, Saint Vincent, 0.
Rambouillet, Seine-et-Oise, S.
Rancagua, Chili, H.
Saluzzo, Italy, 0.
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Saragossa, Aragon, Spain, Saint Vincent, College.
Sendat, Le, Lot-et-Garonne, H. C. F. S.
Totis, par Raab, Hungary, H.
Trifail, Austria, H.
Valladolid, Spain, Insane A.
Var Palota, by Weszprim, Hungary, S.
, Worgl Tyrol, Austria, S. 0.
1877. Albaida, Valencia, H.C.
Alberique, Valencia, H.
Arcachon, Gironde, H. C.
Aubigny-en-Artois, Pas-de-Calais, H. S.
Bayonne, Basses-Pyrenees, Boys. 0.
Budapest, Josephstadt Ullverstrasse, Clinique.
Buenos-Ayres, Argentine Republic, H.
Cagliari, Sardinia, College.
Catania, Italy, Saint Martha H.
Chieti, Italy, O.
Corogne, La, Galicia, A.
Frascati, Italy, A.
Gassino, Italy, A.
Graz Feldhof, Austria, Insane A.
Guerche, La, Ille-et-Vilaine, H’
Jaro, Philippines, Saint Joseph S.
Kassa, Abaui Torna, Hungary, H.
Lille, North, H. C.
Lima, Peru, H.
Madrid, Child Jesus, H.
Madrid, Sacred Heart, H. C.
Manchester, England, S.
Mans, Le, Sarthe, H.
Mazzaruso, Italy, H. C.
Meta di Sorrento, Italy, A.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, United States, A.
Modica, Italy, S.
Montefiore, Italy, H.
Mimi, Italy, Saint Joseph, H.
Palo del Colie, Italy, H.
Placentia, Italy, Insane A.
Ravezzano, near Florence, Italy, C. M.
Rusafa, Florence, Spain, A.
Sainte-Marguerife, Bouches-du-Rhone, 0.
Saluzzo, Italy, 0.
Sampierdarena,Italy, H.
Savigliano, Italy, C. H.
Segorbe, Valencia, H.
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387T. Todi, Italy, H.
Toledo, Spain, Insane A.
Trapani, Sicily, H.
Warsaw, Russian Poland, H.
Wloclaweek, Russian Poland, S&int Antoinez BL
1878.

Alexandria, Egypt, Infant A.., H.
Buda-Pest, Hungary, S,
Bagneres-de-Luchon, Haute-Garonne, H.
Bujalance Cordova, Spain, Saint John of God, H.
Cadiz, Spain, Jesus, Mary, Joseph, College.
Cadiz, Spain, Saint George, H.
Calahorra, Logrono, Spain, H.
Catania, Sicily, Pius IX., S.
Emmitsburg, United States, S.
,
Empoli, Italy, Saint Joseph, H
Ghent, Belgium, Saint John Baptist, H. C.
Gratz, Austria, Munzgraben Moserhofgasse, 0.
Gross-Wardein; Hungary Ferdinandgasse, Saint Vincent,
Jerez de la Frontera, Cadiz, A. Girls.
Keren, Abyssinia, H. C.
Laibach, Austria, 0.
La Levade, Gard, H. C.
Leyton, England, 0.
Luino, Italy, H.
Marseille, Bouches-du-Rhone, Saint Mauront, H. C. F. S,
Moussoulens, Aude, H. C., F. S.
Nagyperkata, Feher, Hungary, S. H.
Nagyvarad, Bihar, Hungary, Creche, S.
Nictheroy, Brazil, H. C.
Paris, Saint Vincent de Paul, Ouvroir.
Paris, M. H.
Paris, Seine, H.
Perkata, poste Adony, Hungary, S.
Pontevedra, Galicia, Spain, H.
Pontevedra, Galicia, Spain, H.
Raun, Styrie, G. H.
Reims, Marne, H. C.
Rioseco, Valadolid, College.
Santiago, Galicia, Notre-Dame de los Remedios, College.
Santona, Spain, Notre-Dame-du-Port, H.
Savigliano, Italy, 0.
Seville, Spain, S.
Spongano, Italy, Notre-Dame de Lourdes, H. C.
Staunton, United States, Saint Francis, S.
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18?8> Tolentino, Italy, 0.
Torredembarra, Tarragonia, Spain, Eh
Urmeny, Nyitra, Hungary, S., H.
Valdemoro, Madrid, Spain, H. C.
Voltaggio, Italy, A , 0.
Voltaggio, Italy, H.
Wildon, Austria, H.

BOOK REVIEWS
317. Guide de ta conversation en frangais et en turc, fol
lowed by a Petit Guide de Constantinople, by Nicolas
MuRAT, Priest of the Mission, Constantinople, College of
St. Benedict, 1908. In-12, 222 pp.
This work will prove very serviceable to those coming into a country
where they intend to reside, enabling them to acquire some knowledge of
the language. A merchant, for instance, unless his fortune is made and
he purposes to live on his income, will, doubtless, make every effort to
, speak the popular language. This guide will furnish him an easy method.
Father Murat, Lazarist Missionary, for many years a resident of the East,
has already published a number of text books for the study of the modern
Greek and Turkish tongues.
To his Turkish Methode and his Dictionnaires fran^ais-turcs et turcsfranqais, he now adds a Guide de conversation. The Petit Guide de Con
stantinople, written in both French and Turkish at the end of the work is
very interesting and of practical utility.

318. Homiliae selectae Mar-Jacobi Sarugensis [quas] edidit Paulus Bedjan, Cong. Miss. Tomus IV. Paris, rue de
S&vres, 95. One volume in-8, XIV.-916 pp.
The grateful acknowledgement already expressed by his fellow-country
men to the author on the publication of the preceding volumes of this work
in Chaldaic, will, doubtless, secure for this fourth volume an immediate and
appreciative welcome. The following letter dated from Mossoul by the
Chaldean Vicar Patriarch plainly shows the author’s popularity.
11
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Mossoul, September 16, 1907.
Reverend Father,
The two copies of the third volume of the Homelies de Mar Jacques de
Saroug sent by you have reached me, and I cannot adequately express my
thanks for your courtesy in sending me these poems, in my judgment, mas
terpieces. There is nothing that affords me greater literary pleasure than
the perusal of our own authors. It is indeed, through your zealous efforts
that the works of our illustrious ancestors, of which we have been so long
deprived, are listed again in the columns of the latest publications.
Thank you, then most sincerely, Reverend Father, in the name, not only
of the Chaldean population, but also, of the Armenians who unanimously
appreciate your work, as you have enriched their libraries with the treasure
of their national literature.
I am glad to learn that you have sent copies of your Homelies to the
Dominican Mission, thereby, facilitating a wider circulation in the East;
this will satisfy your zeal in promoting the welfare of your countrymen,
to which you consecrated your life. These copies can be readily forwarded
to those anxious to have so valuable a work.
In conclusion, I beg that our good God bless your work with all possible
success, and that He grant you many years more of a life so useful to Holy
Church.
Kindly accept, etc.,
T St e ph a n e Dj ib r i
Archbishop of Nisibia, Chaldaic Patriarch Vicar.

319.—M. J. Regnier^ Pretre de la Mission; Bebek et Saint
Benoit, 18^3-1907, by M. F. H. Lo b r y , Priest of the same
Congregation. Constantinople, 1908. One volume in-8,
123 pp. Sold at the Procure of St. Benedict. Price: 5 prs.,
for the benefit of a charitable work.
This biographical sketch, carefully, printed on fine paper, is that of a noble
Lazarist Missionary, Rev. J. Regnier, who died at Constantinople in 1907.
For sixty years he exercised the sacred ministry in that city, where he was
held in the highest esteem for his devotedness and indefatigable zeal.
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SEXENNIAL ASSEMBLY
At the Sexennial Assembly held at the Mother House,
Paris (July 30-August 3, 1908) the following Assistants
to the Superior General were elected: Rev. Pierre Me o u t ,
to succeed Rev. Amedee Allou who was relieved on ac
count of ill-health, and Rev. Joseph Da m e , Visitor of Pied
mont, to succeed Right Rev. V. Tasso, lately consecrated
Bishop of Aosta.
TRAVERSING THE STORMS
(Concluded 1)

In concluding the series of historical sketches outlining
the trying vicissitudes through which several Provinces of
the Congregation passed at different epochs, notably those
of Ireland, Poland, Portugal, Spain, and Mexico, we will
review the storms experienced by our houses in Italy, Ger
many, and France, which being of more recent occurrence
will, therefore, prove of special interest to us; hence, in
relating the facts, we shall be more detailed than hereto
fore in similar narrations. The time is opportune; be
sides a history of these events arranged chronologically in
the Annals may be helpful for future reference.
t

VII.

ITALY

The Roman territory, probably more than any other on
European soil, had become a prey to barbarian invasion
and it is an authentic fact that the Church of God so closely
connected with the history of nations, has experienced in
Rome as elsewhere bitter oppression, generally the result of
political strife and vaulting ambition.
1. See preceding Numbers, pp. 170, 348.
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A reference, therefore, to that period when Rome was
repeatedly invaded by barbarous tribes, will prepare the
mind for the stirring events of modern times, which are a
sequel of earlier persecution; and while we trace on par
allel lines the history of the little Company, ever rising
above the ruin of religions and political storms in Ttaly,
as in Spain, Portugal, Poland, England, we children of
Holy Mother Church will realize that we must share her
sorrows, as well as her joys.
1. Ro me (410-1870)

In the fifth century, the cities of Italy and more espe
cially its proud capital, Rome, were overrun by the bar
barians from the North who spared to the Romans neither
their lives nor their homes.
The imperial city was sacked successively by Alaric
410, Geiseric 455, Odoacer 476, etc. Under the gov
ernment of the Popes, beginning about the year 730, Rome
was menaced in turn by the emperors of Constantinople and
by the Lombards, when finally the reigning Pontiffs sought
aid from the Frankish kings. After the downfall of the
exarchate, and the kingdom of the Lombards, Rome pros
pered, thanks to the protection of Pippin and Charlemagne,
but anarchy broke out again and the Eternal City was
sacked and pillaged by the Saracens under the pontificate
of Sergius II. it was declared an independent temporal
power by Nicholas II. whose successors were forced *to con
tend against the Roman Barons while all Italy was plunged
into misery and desolation. Invaded by the Germans un
der Arnulf in 896, the horrors of war were revived under
Theophylactus, Theodora his wife, Marozia his daughter and
his grandsons John XI. and Alberic. Otto I. was crowned
emperor in 962, and he kept an iron hand on the different
political factions whose latent wrath burst forth under
Otto II., Otto III., and Henry II. Peace was restored to
Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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Rome by Henry III. and the Church enjoyed the respite.
New conflicts, however, between the Sovereign Pontiffs and
the emperors disturbed the peace of the state. Henry IV.
who besieged the city three times (1081-1082-1083) drove
Pope Gregory VII. from Rome in 1084, and took posses
sion of the capital. Pending a decision of the dispute be
tween Innocent II. and Anacletus II. (1140, etc.) Arnaud
of Brescia established a republic with a senate in Rome,
which was only accepted in 1149. Gregory IX. fled before
the army of Frederic II. 1241; and in 1281, the nobles,
masters of Rome, refused admittance to Pope Martin IV.
This sketch is merely a synopsis of the events which
transpired during the Middle Ages, a Christian epoch, but
a period when men’s passions ran high.
In 1309, Clement V. to secure the protection of the
Frankish kings, removed the Apostolic See to Avignon,
and the Romans, in 1347, taking advantage of the absence
of the Popes, reestablished the republic form of govern
ment which was of short duration. Desolation and ruin
ensued; the people took refuge in the Leonine City, a quar
ter of the Vatican, fortified at the time of the Saracen in
vasion. The return of the Sovereign Pontiff* in 1377,
brought with it, the dawn of prosperity.
After the political struggles of the fifteenth century in
which the Colonna and Orsini conspicuously figured, Rome
began to rise from its ruins. Having been occupied by the ar
mies of Charles VIII. in 1495, it was sacked by the famous
Constable Bourbon in 1527. A period of comparative peace
reigned during the second half of the sixteenth century,
and Popes Julius II. and LeoX, found means to embellish
the capital of Christendom. Their successors, especially Six
tus V., continued on the same lines and Rome henceforth
became the rendezvous of pilgrims, artists, and savants.
Tbe close of the eighteenth century witnessed the era of
l*
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the French Revolution; General Berthier wrested Rome
from the papal power in 1798, and proclaimed it a republic.
The Peace of Luneville restored it to the jurisdiction of
Pope Pius VII.; but in 1808, Napoleon united Rome to
the French empire with the greater portion of the States of
the Church,—the remaining portion he annexed to the king
dom of Italy—making Rome the capital of the department
of Turin with a French administrator. The Pontifical
States were again constituted in 1814, and peace reigned
until 1848, when Pope Pius IX. was forced to flee to Gaeta.
From 1849 to 1870, the city was occupied by the French
troops notwithstanding the claims of the Italians who fi
nally took possession by force of arms on September 20,
1870. The Holy Father then sought a refuge in the Pal
ace of the Vatican, and here the Popes have continued suc
cessively to reside, thus protesting against the injustice of
the usurper.
But even in overwhelming sorrow, the Church, in her
cantiles of joy, encourages her children on earth with the
hope realized by the elect in the celestial Jerusalem: Caelestis Urbs Jerusalem, Beata pads visio. It is an advantage
to have a knowledge of the vicissitudes of the Church mil
itant, especially in Rome the theatre of war, as it will aid
in comprehending the cause of the storms of more recent
years, witnessed by several among us.
2.

Du r in g t h e Re v o l u t io n a n d Un d e r Na po l e o n

In a preceding Number of the Annals, we recalled how
in May 1798, the Superior General, Father Cayla, was
obliged to leave the house of St. Andrew in Rome then in
vaded by the French army, and retire to Monte Citorio
which was protected through his appeal to the French au
thorities. The events leading up to this state of affairs are
well known.
The declaration signed at Pillhitz by Austria and PrusPublished by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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sia, August 1791, aud which was welcomed by the refugees
as prechrsing an invasion of the French territory, was fol
lowed February 7, 1792, by these same powers forming a
coalition against France. That republic began immediate
preparations to face the coming storm, for war was declared,
April 1792, and begun with the invasion of France by the
combined forces of Austria and Prussia. These two powers
were joined by England, Holland, Russia, Sardinia, and
Naples; they formed an alliance known as “the first coali
tion.” This explains the part taken by the French soldiery
in the religious and political affairs of these different coun
tries and more especially in Italy.
France took the offensive with an alacrity that surprised
those who believed that she had been intimidated by the
conference at Pillhitz. Her armies marched through Bel
gium and penetrated even to Holland where a regiment of
lmzzars captured a fleet blocked in the ice; then (1795)
was established the Batavian Republic and in 1798, after
several battles, the Helvetic Republic in Switzerland. Gen
eral Bonaparte was placed in command of the Italian cam
paign and soon after (1798) theZigruram Republic in Genoa,
and the Cisalpine Republic including Milan, Lombardy and
other states, were proclaimed. In January 1799, the
French under General Championnet took Naples, later con
stituted a kingdom ruled by Joseph Bonaparte (1806), and
Murat (1808)-and subsequently the Parthenopean Republic
was established.
During this general movement and unlooked-for tactics
of the Revolutionary army, General Berthier entered Rome
( 1798). In this instance, indignities were heaped on the
clergy, and the little respect shown to ecclesiastical proper
ty is not a matter of surprise, as the Convention in Paris,
December 25, 1792, had declared “that in the countries
occupied by the army, all feudal rights, the titles of nobili
ty and privileges were abolished and the property belonghttps://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol15/iss1/4
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ing to the nobility, secular or religious communities are
placed under the safeguard of the Republic.” Practically
this “safeguard of the Republic” like the “incameration”
in the time of Victor Emmanuel, meant confiscation.
(Ma LET, VEpoque contemporaine, p. 136. Paris, Uachette).
The condition of the Congregation, whose houses one
after another had been destroyed by disastrous effects of the
war, is described at length in the work of Mr. S. Stella,
La Congregazione della Missione en Italia. In Chapter x.
including the period that elapsed between 1788 and 1800,
there is noted (p. 558) “eighteen houses have been sup
pressed,” and in the following chapter, when mentioning
the imperial army of Napoleon, which succeeded the re
publican forces, it is stated: “Ruins everywhere, eighteen
houses closed.”
In his biography of Father Durando, a work compiled
from numerous authentic documents, Rev. F. Martinengo
portrays the situation of the Province of Lombardy of which
Father Durando was afterwards Visitor. “ The Alps ” writes
Father Martinengo, “proved no barrier to the revolution
ary army which after overrunning France swept through
Italy. Of all the houses of the Congregation here, there
remained only the secular college of Savona and the eccle
siastical Convitto of Sarzana. Of the other establishments
that had been destroyed, many especially in Lombardy
were never restored.” (17 padre Durando, p. 11; Torino,
1888.) There were others, however, which were to rise
from their ruins, notably in Pavia, Voghera, Reggio
Emilia, Cremona, and the Province itself was reorgan
ized. At the downfall of Napoleon, by the Congress of
Vienna (1815) the Italian princes regained their former
possessions, and Italy was once more divided into the king
doms of Sardinia, Lombardy and Venetia, the duchies
of Parma, Modena, in the valley of the Po; the grandduchy of Tuscany, the States of the Church, the kingPublished by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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dom of the Two Sicilies, in the peninsula: a total of seven
divisions with Turin, Milan, Parma, Modena, Florence,
and Naples for their respective capitals. The kingdom
of Sardinia including Piedmont and Sardinia, belonged
to the House of Savoy, which also held Savoy and Nice
on the French side of the Alps. The kingdom of Lom
bardy and Venetia was the property of the emperor of
Austria, whose dominion extended to the duchies of Parma,
Modena, and Tuscany, possessions of Austrian princes.
The States of the Church in the central part of the penin
sula included the territories situated between the Tyrrhe
nian and Adriatic seas with the River Po as a northern
boundary, were governed by the Pope. The kingdom of
the two Sicilies belonged to the Bourbons of Naples, de
scendants of Louis XIV. of France. Of all these divisions
at the instigation, or at least with the approbation of Aus
tria, absolute monarchies were reestablished and with the
suppression of the previous forms of government many
rights were abolished. It was, however, a period of resto
ration for the houses of the Congregation in Italy where
they had shared in the fortune of the times. Vocations
multiplied and the seminaries were reorganized.
3. It a l y . 1848-1908

In 1848, a new storm sv/ept over Italy and though less
violent than the preceding one, paved the way for the events
of 1870. A political ferment was perceptible throughout the
peninsula developing into a revolution that broke out in
Rome. Pius IX. fled to Gaeta, November 24,1848; he was
reinstated by the French army on July 3, 1849. On the
eve (July 2) the Assistant of the house of Monte Citorio
during the morning meditation, made known to the Com
munity the official notice from the triumvirate then holding
Rome, that they should leave the house within twenty-four
hours. The older confreres were moved to tears and all
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were intensely anxious having no place of safety to which
they mighj go, as the gates of the besieged city were closed.
In the midst of deliberations, suddenly the news was brought
that the French army had entered the city by way of the
Sisto Bridge; fortunately the report was soon confirmed
and the alarming fears were dispelled.— The following are
the contemporary facts in chronological order relative to
the three Provinces of Italy: Turin, Naples, and Rome.
TURIN

It was in the north of Italy that the darkest clouds were
gathering. Young Italy dreamed of reforms; such ideas
possessed the clergy and found their wray into our Intern
Seminary where the students were carried away by the
wave of popular movement; they applauded Pius IX. and
Charles Albert who had in a measure approved of these
reforms. Our confrere, Father Martinengo, has preserved
the memory of these stirring times. “ One evening,” he tells
us, “and it is as present to my mind as if it were today, we
had found means to secure a plaster bust of Pius IX. We
placed it on a pedestal in the recreation hall, surrounded
it with lights and there joined in a circle, singing in chorus
the well-known hymn : Delnuovo anno gia Valba foriera.-—
The dawn of a new day appears.—But in the midst of our
rejoicing, the door opened and we caught a glimpse of the
Director’s gray head. Father Durando glanced steadily
around; he looked at us, at the bust, the wax lights, then
while we stood dumbstruck at this apparition, he twice re
peated : ‘Sing to the Madonna, that would be wiser! ’ and
he disappeared,” (11 padre Durando.)
In fact Pius IX., as previously stated, left Rome and
Charles Albert on March 23, 1849, despite his bravery
lost the decisive battle of Novara and abdicated in favor of
his son, Victor Emmanuel II. Under the government of
this king supported by minister Cavour in the north and
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Garibaldi in the south, the Church aud consequently re
ligious communities experienced hitter reverses. After the
battle of Novara (1849) the policy of Victor Emmanuel was
to strengthen the army of Sardinia and to secure an ally
for that kingdom. To cover the outlay for the first of these
measures, Cavour suppressed all monastic orders and their
property was sold for the benefit of the state. On May 25,
1855, a law was promulgated by which religious communi
ties were suppressed in Piedmont and Sardinia. The sta
tistics show the following record of establishments sup
pressed.—O’CLEARY, Come fa fatta V Italia, p. 390 :
Persons

In Piedmont—66 monasteries (monks) . . .
—
46 convents (nuns).....................
In Sardinia— 40 monasteries and convents. .
—
182 monasteries of begging friars.
—
65 chapters (priests)......
680
— 1 700 ecclesiastics.........................
Total....................................

772
1 085
489
3 145

Annual
revenues
lires
777 000
592 000
369 000

1 700

500 000
1 370 000

7 871

3 608 000

This was only the outset. Victor Emmanuel was now
upheld by Napoleon III. The war of 1859 against Aus
tria after the victory of Palestro (May 30) won by the
Italians and the battles of Magenta (June 4) and Solferino
(June 24) by the French, secured for Victor Emmanuel
Lombardy ( Peace of Zurich); then Tuscany, Parma, Mo
dena, and Bologna having deposed their sovereigns, de
clared themselves incorporated with Piedmont. Nice and
Savoy were ceded to France (1860).
After Garibaldi’s expedition into Sicily and the kingdom
of Naples, the people by a plurality of votes submitted to
Victor Emmanuel, and on November 7, 1860, the king
and Garibaldi entered Naples. The former now assumed
the title of King of Italy with the city of Florence for
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capital, while Rome was declared capital en prineipe (March
27, 1861). Cavour died shortly after this event. The Ro
man Question was once for all decided. By a convention
of September 15, 1864, the French agreed to leave Rome
within two years. In 1866, the king entered into an al
liance with Prussia against Austria, and despite the losses
sustained at Custozza and Lissa, he extended the kingdom
of Venetia. During this same year, the Italian govern
ment in Florence issued a new edict against religious or
ders. “It was already known” writes Father Martinengo,
“being generally circulated through the press, that the law
of suppression of ten years previous at Turin, having left
a few communities undisturbed, had not fully satisfied the
views of the radicals who only awaited the opportunity to
dictate a second law of suppression more general in its pur
pose and more disastrous in its effects. It was agitated in
the Chambers of Florence at the beginning of 1866, when
finally, on July the seventh of the same year, the king gave
his signature and the law was immediately promulgated.
All religious orders of men, active or contemplative, were
suppressed, and all without exception were included “in
eadem damnatione.”
“Ostensibly, the motive of this proceeding/’ wrote Fa
ther Torre, Priest of the Mission who took information in
Florence, “was to eradicate all former ideas uncongenial to
the times, ” but the real object was confiscation, and the
officials presented themselves to take possession of our
houses and goods in the Province as well as throughout all
Italy, the house of Scarnafigi being the only one excepted;
thus buildings, furniture, papers, money, were claimed as
national property. Fortunately, our expulsion was not im
mediate, and while awaiting a definite order to depart the
Missionaries remained provisionally in the several houses—
in the colleges where sessions were held, and in the parishes
where their ministry was required.
Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908

85

he Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 15 [1908], N
—512 —

The police agents in Turin took possession of our prop
erty on the feast of the Immaculate Conception. They in
itiated their work by demanding an inventory of the resi
dence and church, a labor of five or six days. The grief
of the Superior, Father Durando, who was present at this
scene, is more easily imagined than described. Within a
few months all the houses of Turin, despoiled of their rev
enues, could furnish no other means for the maintenance of
the Missionaries but occasional stipends for Masses, and
the small allowance granted by the government to all the
members except novices, priests, and students who had not
made vows previous to January 1, 1864. How grasping
was that law in withholding a few hundred francs from
those whom it had already robbed of all their possessions!
On April 1, 1867, Father Durando received an order to
give up the house of Turin within eight days. He was,
however, allowed a part of the building for the accommo
dation of five or six priests in charge of the church. The
students and seminarians were sent out of the Province.
To an appeal made the governor, he said that the state
needed the residence for discharged prisoners. Such was
the condition of affairs. The liberated prisoners took up
their quarters in the ancient monastery of the Visitation
including the garden, and left to the Missionaries the build
ing which faces Providence Street with a corridor commu
nicating with the church through the sacristy. This ar
rangement continues up to the present time.
The law authorized tbe municipality to dispose at once
of the property wrested from religious orders, fearing it
might be reclaimable for some work of charity, or public
good. Negotiations were entered upon by which through
a common agreement the Missionaries remained in such
houses to which colleges or schools were attached (Sarzana,
Savona, Finale), and while they resigned themselves to the
loss of the property, they were partly indemnified by the
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sum paid them annually from the government. Thus the
beautiful residence of Genoa with the church and villa, was
preserved on account of the foundation of Brignole Sale,
after a payment of 400 000 francs agreed to by the munic
ipality of Genoa. Not so fortunate were our confreres at
Mondovi and Casale; their houses were finally confiscated
and they were obliged to reestablish themselves elsewhere
at their own expense.
Such were the trials through which the north of Italy
passed after the annexation of Lombardy to the kingdom
of Sardinia. The law voted in Florence was applied
throughout Italy, and the condition of the Congregation in
southern Italy remained the same after the conquest of the
Two Sicilies by Garibaldi in 1860.
NAPLES AND SICILY

Garibaldi, the famous adventurer, had taken part in the
previous insurrections. In 1859, after the Peace of Villafranca and the annexation of Savoy and Nice to France, he
organized the legion of the Thousand, and an uprising
breaking out in Sicily against the king of Naples, he has
tened thither, landed at Marsala, rallied the insurgents,
took Palermo and Messina, and became Dictator of Sicily
(August 1860). Returning to the continent, Garibaldi
crossed the southern part of Italy without encountering any
resistance and reached Naples on the seventh of September.
He entered the city unarmed, but his very presence sufficed
alas, to cause the throne of Francis II. to crumble and this
prince retired to Gaeta, which was at once besieged by the
Piedmontese. The Daughters of Charity rendered many
services to the beleaguered city. (Annales t. xxvn., p. 34).
Francis was forced to capitulate, February 13, 1861. After
the taking of Naples, Garibaldi, commanding the army of
Piedmont, seized Capua, and on October 21, I860, by a
plebiscite he effected the union of the Two Sicilies to the
Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908

87

he Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 15 [1908], N
— 514 —
kingdo’m of Italy. In August 1862, be landed in Sicily at
the head of two thousand volunteers, and then crossed over
to Calabria. The Italian government afterwards found in
him a troublesome ally with whom it was judged necessary
to make a compromise, and in 1874, he was named rep
resentative for Rome in Parliament with an income of
100 000 francs as a national reward. The unification of
southern Italy was now effected. In the meantime, what
had become of the Congregation of the Mission there?
The Province of Naples was more severely tried than that
of Turin. The laws against religious promulgated in 1866,
for all Italy were rigorously applied here. Previous to
these enactments, however, the establishments in the south
of Italy had experienced other hardships. Since 1790, to
obey the laws of the kingdom of Naples, prohibiting re
ligious orders to have as directors any foreigner, under pen
alty of suppression, our five houses of Vergini, Naples, Oria,
Bari, and Lecce were governed by a “major Superior’7
elected periodically in an assembly called “national assem
bly.77 This had been established with the consent and ap
probation of the Superior General and everything was con
ducted with all necessary prudence aud discretion, as these
houses were to appear separated from the Congregation.
In 1815, Father Sicardi, Vicar General of the Congre
gation through a decree dated from Rome, December 18,
obtained the abrogation of this law, and the feigned schism
disappeared. He erected these houses into a separate prov
ince under the title of “Neapolitan Province77 with Rev.
Antoine de Fulgure as Visitor, and which he governed as
a “ major Superior.77
The biographical sketch of this Missionary by Rev. Ber
nard Ruggiero (Cenni biografici, etc. Napoli, 1908), from
which we borrow the foregoing details, gives further in
formation. “ While the Missionaries were laboring for the
good of souls, trying to pacify the people, uprisings were
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gradually increasing in the different Italian provinces.
Scarcely had Garibaldi set foot in the kingdom of Naples
when throughout Italy, clubs were organized, and meetings
held to secure the famous plebiscite, and inducements were
offered to religious communities that their influence might
be used over the faithful, and thus increase the number of
votes. In some places the popular movement excited a
mob that assembled in front of residences and with loud
clamorings demanded the vote of the inmates; if refused,
they were assaulted with threats and even blows. The
houses of the Missionaries were not spared; those of la
Pouille and the Basilicate were in turn visited by the sol
diers of the revolution and the fury of the mob.” Such
was the spirit of the times; wTe shall now enumerate a few
facts: “ In Monopoli, Bari, and Tursi, the Missionaries
were maltreated and brutally driven out.”— By a regulation
of July 23, 1866, an explanatory clause of the law of sup
pression, prescribed that Superiors draw up within fifteen
days the statistics of their respective religious families,
membership, property, in presence of a civil official. It
was also at this period that General Cadorna having sup
pressed the revolt in Palermo which broke out in June, or
dered by a general policy all the religious in Sicily to dis
card the habit and to return to their native land. On Oc
tober 17, 1866, Rev. Bernard Ruggiero, Superior of the
house of Syracuse, received an official notice to withdraw
within eight clays. On the twenty-third of the same month,
a second notice ordered the Missionaries to return to their
own country, the Superior alone was authorized to remain
in order to present the legal surrender of his house into
the hands of the government. The Missionaries embarked
at Naples and several came to Paris to place themselves at
the disposition of the Superior General for foreign missions.
The important house of Vergini at Naples has its own
peculiar history. Like the other houses of Italy that of
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dei Vergini—the name of the street where it is locat
ed— was included in the general law of suppression. 4 he
Missionaries were, however, permitted to carry away the
furniture and while, in point of fact the agents of the law
had taken possession of the property on December 15,1866,
the Missionaries continued to occupy a portion of the build
ing. Cardinal Riario Sforza, Archbishop of Naples, obtained
from the municipality the use of the church, at least for a
time, as well as the hall for the students with the adjoining
dormitory,and thus the studies of the seminarians might not
be interrupted. Three priests remained with two coadjutor
brothers, to direct the clerics and care for the church. The
rest of the personnel had dispersed. The larger portion of
this beautiful residence was placed at the disposal of three
hundred custom-house officials and employees, with their
families and servants. The Missionaries’ exile was not
prolonged definitely ; they returned soon after (p. 23.)—One
of the clauses in the contract of foundation of this house,
carefully studied by the lawyers, gave promise of a possible
reclamation and that same year the Missionaries in the
name of the Archbishop of Naples, secured their rights from
the government.
After being contested in the lower courts, the cause was
carried before the supreme court and was happily termi
nated, April 4, 1870, thanks to the intervention of Presi
dent Nicholas Spaccapietra, brother to the Archbishop of
Smyrna. The Archbishop of Naples claimed the property
as appropriated for the education of the clerics and an an
nex of the seminary proper. Thus it was through Cardinal
Riario Sforza who always evinced the greatest interest for
the Congregation, that the Priests of the Mission were re
instated in Naples. It was deemed an opportune moment
for the opening of a college under their direction, and for
some reasons this would help to conciliate all parties, es
pecially those opposed to religious communities. The col
2
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lege received the name of the cardinal whose benevolence
had given it existence.'
The iniquitous law of July 7, 1886, was most disastrous
to our Congregation and to ail religious orders and congre
gations, by the arbitrary measures it enforced; disastrous,
viewed not only from a social principle, but also from a
moral standpoint. The Missionaries driven from their
works and deprived of all means of subsistence were wellnigh shaken in their high calling. The more generous came
to France or volunteered for the foreign Missions; others
ran the risk of living in small communities as best they
could enduring the inseparable hardships thereof. But in
the Province of Naples not less then twenty members with
drew from the Congregation and returned to their homes.—
Cenni hiografiei, p. 21.
In the Catalogue of the personnel of April 1872, the
Province of Naples is thus recorded (p. 36): “The houses
of this Province have a moral rather than a material exist
ence. The confreres live here and there in rented apart
ments, except the few who still reside at the Vergini and at
St. Nicholas.” This situation lasted several years.
ROME

Since its occupancy in 1849, by the French army, the
city of Rome had enjoyed a respite of peace, though of
short duration. Fifteen years later in 1864, Napoleon re
solved to withdraw his soldiers and signed a treaty known
as the Convention of September (September 15, 1864).
Victor Emmanuel agreed not to molest the Pontifical Ter
ritory and to protect it from foreign invasion, while the
French government promised to withdraw its forces with
in two years. This happened toward the close of 1866.
Scarcely had the French army evacuated Rome, when
Garibaldi prepared to attack the Eternal City. He was
twice arrested by the Italian government, but being sup
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ported by the popular party claiming “Rome the capital,”
they furnished him with volunteers. In October 1867, es
caping from the vigilance of the Italian officials, he mus
tered his troops on the Roman territory. The Italian gov
ernment apparently had broken the September Convention.
Napoleon immediately dispatched his armies which took
possession of Rome and a French brigade defeated Gari
baldi at Mentana( November 3, 1867).
The second occupancy of Rome by the French extended
to three years only, until August 1870, when France being
involved in a war with Prussia summoned her troops home.
The Italian government began to agitate anew the annex
ation of Rome and after a last and fruitless attempt to win
the Pope’s consent to a withdrawal of his rightful claims,
Victor Emmanuel’s army encamped in front of the city.
On September 20, 1870, a breach was made in the walls
and the city surrendered.
Rome was declared an integral portion of the kingdom
of Italy and was made the capital of that power with Vic
tor Emmanuel, king, who on July 3, 1871, up took his res
idence in the palace of the Quirinal.
Even from January 29, 1871, the new government had
incamera ted or confiscated all goods belonging to pious con
gregations, and a decree of March the eighth, suppressed the
most ancient monasteries,eight ill number. In May 1871, the
“Bill of the Guarantees”—a separation of Church and
State, was promulgated. It pretends to secure for the Pope
his privileges as a sovereign while it despoils him of his
temporal possessions, — excepting the Vatican, the palace
of Lateran, and the villa, Castel Gandolfo — it provides for
a yearly allowance of six millions of dollars, which is not
accepted by the Sovereign Pontiffs. — BLANC, p. 724.
In Rome, as elsewhere throughout Italy, religious orders
were subjected to the same severe measures. A law of con
fiscation voted by the legislature, approved by the senate,
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and signed by the king, May 26, 1873, was promulgated
in June and applied in October. Four hundred monas
teries were closed and seized by the government which ex
pelled religious, giving them as an indemnity, a mere pit
tance for their maintenance. — Le c a NUET.
The central houses of the Superiors General of the di
vers orders fell also under the law. On the twentieth of
October, the “liquidating junta” presented itself at the
Gesu, the Mother House of the Society of Jesus, at the
Roman College and the Seminary of St. Andrew. At the
G-esu the officials summoned all the inmates to appear and
notified them that the place must be vacated by November
the first.— See Precis historique, Brussels, 1873, p. 545;
and Lecanuet.
The establishments of Tivoli aud of Ferentino belonging
to the Congregation were likewise “ incamerated. ” The
general policy allowed a few confreres to remain in the dif
ferent houses to take charge of the church services, but this
was not permitted at the house of Tivoli. About twenty
years ago on a visit to Rome, the former residence of the
Priests of the Mission with an adjoining church, was
pointed out. When we inquired to what purpose it was
now devoted we were told that the church served as a barn
for the horses of the artillery and this is most probably its
present appointment.
The house of Monte Citorio, thanks to the intervention
of the French government, was only partly confiscated.
“In September 1873, the French ambassador notified
the Italian officials that the Republic had given special in
struction concerning this establishment, being universally
known as a French foundation.” The affair was agitated
at length. The property was appraised and that portion
corresponding to the donation of the Duchess of Aiguillon
determined; thus the Missionaries kept their church and the
central part of the property (ia Congregazione della MisPublished by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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sione in Italia). The remainder was seized by the govern
ment; it founded a college for young girls in the left wing
where the main entrance is located, while in the right wing
are the offices and printery of the House of Deputies,
whose palace is on the opposite side.—Shall these estab
lishments ever be restored to the Congregation?
The works of the Congregation, however, have gradually
acquired a new development and in those places where the
first houses were not restored, others under difficulties were
re-constructed. The Intern Seminaries of Rome and Tu
rin have been reorganized and that of Naples was reopened
in 1878, after fifteen years of suppression. There are to
day twelve establishments in the Roman Province, thirteen
in Turin, thirteen in Naples. These Provinces are in a more
flourishing condition than at the epochs of the revolutions.
VIII. Ge r m a n y
At the time of the partition of Poland, mention was
made of the kingdom of Prussia constituted partly from
this topographical division. To Frederick William II.
(1786-1797) who first received the title of King of Prussia,
succeeded in turn Frederick William III. (1797-1840),
Frederick William IV. (1840), William I. (1861), Freder
ick III. ( 1888 ), William II. (1888 ).
The historical summary of events subsequently tran
scribed, is borrowed from Dietionnaire d’histoire. It states
the Prussian invasion of Champagne in 1792, followed by
the Peace of Bale provided by the French in 1795. Then
in the nineteenth century, the campaigns of 1806 and 1807,
signalized by the defeat of the Prussians at Jena, the oc
cupancy of Berlin by the French, terminated in 1807 by
the Peace of Tilsitt; the Prusso-Russian alliance after the
retreat from Russia in 1812, and the Prussian invasion of
France in 1814 and 1815. A revolution broke out in
2*
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Berlin in 1848, and a new constitution granting liberties
and guarantees claimed by the people, was promised under
oath by the king, February 6, 1850; it established in par
liament two Houses: the House of Lords and the House
of Deputies, which decided the right of taxation, the fram
ing of laws, and the nomination of ministers. The reign of
William L, in which Bismarck was Chancellor, was dis
tinguished by successful wars against Denmark, (1864)
Austria, (1866) and France (1870-1871); at the close of
this last war, William I. assumed the title of Emperor of
Germany (1871).
Such are the events, to several of which allusion is made
in the documents we are about to quote.
The establishment of the Congregation of the Mission in
Germany dates from 1851. The Very Rev. J. B. Etienne,
Superior General in his Circular of Jan. 1, 1852, wrote:
“Our Company up to the present, has survived evil days
in Germany without experiencing the loss of any of its
works, or sustaining injury from those persecutions which
so sensibly afflict the Church; but yet more, it has pleased
God to favor it with singular fecundity. What surprises us
is the fact that the revolution itself has paved the way for
new foundations, giving us a vast field wherein to sow and
to nourish the seed of faith. Five young priests of Cologne
have presented themselves for admission into the Company
being attracted to the apostolate among the poor country
people. They have asked permission from the venerable
cardinal, their archbishop, to enter our Intern Seminary of
Paris and afterwards to assume the title of Missionary. Not
only does that eminent prelate give his consent most will
ingly, but moreover, he has taken measures himself to found
an establishment of the Congregation in his archdiocese,
and has provided the necessary resources to maintain the
confreres there. Last May, therefore, these five new Mis
sionaries set out from our Mother House under the direction
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of Father Hirl, who came from our Roman Province, to
commence their work in the land of Prussia to deposit
there the grain of mustard seed which I am confident will
develop into a large tree bearing abundant fruits of salva
tion. Their first step has been blessed by heaven and
crowned by the most happy success.”- Qm, t. III., p. 182.
Several establishments were subsequently founded in Prus
sia. Then came the wars of 1866 and 1870, during which
the Priests of the Mission and the Daughters of Charity
whose first house in Prussia dates from 1852, had rendered
to the country invaluable services by their self-sacrificing
charity to which the civil authorities themselves bore testi
mony.—Very Rev. J. B. Etienne certifies this in his Circu
lars of January 1, 1867 and of January I , 1872.— Oirc., t.
iii ., pp. 389, 439, 445.
Was peace to be restored? Catholics were hopeful, but
alas! their hopes were frustrated. “ When the war with
France ends, I march against Infallibility” said Bismarck to
the Grand Duke of Baden, October 24, 1870, and he suited
the act to the word. This celebrated Chancellor excited his
determined persecution against the Church by a campaign
through the press which took up the theme of the Syllabus
published by Pius IX. in 1864, and of the Infallibility of
the Pope defined in 1870, by the Council of the Vatican.
What Prince Bismarck feared or pretended to fear and what
he had repeatedly told the German people was, that the
administrative power of the episcopacy was absolutely un
der the control of the papal jurisdiction, the latitude of the
clergy hampered, and every Roman Catholic must upon a
word from the Pope, betray his conscience as a citizen and
disobey his country’s laws. BERNARD, le Clerge,^. 9, 10.
The great standard raised in the battle of civil society
against Catholicism was the Kulturkampf, unfurled by
Wirchow, and which symbolizes, the struggle of knowl
edge against the enemies to progress. In the opening of
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parliamentary debates, Deputy Marquard expressed the
spirit of the popular movement in the following words:
“We have,” he said, “declared war against Ultramontanism and we shall push it to the last extremity.” And then
law succeeded law. On December 10, 1871, the “Lutz
Law ” or Kanzelparagraph was enforced. It forbade preach
ers to introduce into their sermons any political topic with
out the approval of the government.
On January 22,1872, Adalbert Falk was nominated Min
ister of Public Worship. Henceforth the persecution be
came more general. In 1872, the schools were deprived
of the supervision of the clergy, and all congregations
declared incapacitated for teaching. In 1873, the famous
May Laws were erected. They suppressed preparatory
seminaries and submitted the ecclesiastical seminaries to
State inspection. The ecclesiastical ministry was eligible
only to the subjects of the empire, wTho had followed a three
years’ course in a university after passing the examination
of a collegiate course.
It was thus that the law of June 20, 1875, which dis
possessed the Church of the administration of property,
placing it in the hands of “church councils” and “parochi
al assemblies” was brought about step by step. This law
enjoined: 1 — That the members be elected by the Catho
lics of the parish; 2—That in case of dissent between these
associations, the decision shall rest with the civil author
ity. The foregoing is included in the Article XLiii. of the law
which reads thus: “On all matters of debate between the
civil officer of the district and the bishop, the Minister of
Public Worship,” in Prussia a Protestant, “shall decide.”
It was agitated, if Pope Pius IX., after considering the
neccessary protestations on these principles would accept
the existing legislation. Through Cardinal Antonelli, on
May 3, 1875, the Holy Father answered affirmatively to
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the appeal of the German bishops: ad advertenda graviora
mala. “To avert greater evils, this must be tolerated. ”
This general condition was only the outcome of several
particular measures directed principally against religious
communities of which the most disastrous was the framing
of the law of July 4, 1872. But prior to this on May 15,
1872, debates had opened in the Reichstag. Von Muehler,
Minister of Public Worship, had been succeeded four
months previous by Adalbert Falk, Prussian delegate to
the Federal Council, whose name is inseparably linked
with the famous Kulturkampf.
After divers amendments which, however, tended to for
ward the chief aim, the following law was proposed by the
Liberal Union and presented to the legislature. We copy
text:
1. — The Society of Jesus and orders affiliated to it, as well as other
similar congregations are banished the German territory. They are inter
dicted from establishing new foundations. The existing communities shall
be dissolved within the time stated by the Federal Council, which may not
exceed six months.
2. — Members of the Society of Jesus and orders affiliated to it, as well
as other similar congregations, must, if they are foreigners, be banished
the federal states, if natives, they will be located in places assigned them
by the government.
3. — The Federal Council is charged with the execution of said law.”

The Bill was carried by a majority of 183 against 101
and on July the fourth it received the imperial sanction
and appeared in the Reichsanzeiger.
When the question as to the meaning of the “allied” or
“affiliated” congregations to the Jesuits, was debated, no
decision was given. Friedburg finally stated that the judg
ment of the question should be left to the Federal Council.
The decision of the Bundesrath, however, left no doubt in
the matter. There only remained to discover which besides
“the Jesuits and orders affiliated” would be involved in
the law of expulsion.
Eight months later, May 20, 1873, the Federal Council
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Jitirlecf, without further argument, a decree of banishment
against Redemptorists, Lazarists, Fathers of the Holy Ghost,
and the Ladies of the Sacred Heart. No one is ignorant that
these congregations are automatic organizations having no
affiliation whatever to the Society of Jesus. But they, as
did the Jesuits, withdrew without protest.
Minister Falk did not wait for the law of expulsion to
carry out his arbitrary measures against religious congre
gations. From the fifteenth of June through orders from
superior authority, the presidents of the administrative
councils of Dusseldorf and other cities, published a decree
in virtue of which, “all teaching is prohibited to members
of religious congregations in the schools of the kingdom of
Prussia.” — On the fourth of July, “pupils of secondary
schools are forbidden to join any religious confraternity
Another decree of July the twelfth, “public teaching in all
grades is prohibited religious congregations without excep
tion and all confraternities of the Blessed Virgin are sup
pressed.” Be r n a r d , les Congregations, pp. 44, 46.
For the remaining congregations, the Federal Council in
1875, entered into negotiations with the different govern
ments, to legislate a new law concerning them. In Prussia
the ministers of State were divided in their opinion con
cerning this new law, and when the question was carried
to the senate in presence of the emperor, the majority ad
vised a general proscription, including all charitable orders.
Whereupon General Kameke, Minister of War, made ex
ception: “Please to consider the advisability of not includ
ing the Sisters of Charity, as I will need their services in
the possible event of war.” This motion was carried, and
other charitable orders shared the exception.
The law formulated by the Berlin Cabinet and submitted
to the king for sanction, decreed:
11 $ 1. — Religious orders and similar institutions of the Catholic Church
are' prohibited habitation on Prussian territory and their actual establish-
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oients must be closed within six months. In schools and colleges, however.,
this delay may extend to four years, to afford the State the necessary time
for the installation of new teachers.
“^.-—Establishments or associations exclusively charged with the
care of the sick shall continue to enjoy the same rights as heretofore, but
%hese may be suppressed at any time by the royal ordinance.” *
“ $3.— These last establishments are liable to State supervision.”

The following articles regulated the settlement of the
property of the dissolved congregations, henceforth placed
under the jurisdiction of the State, with a clause, however,
providing a fixed quota of the revenues for the support of
the infirm members. The investment of the capital was ar
ranged by a subsequent law.
On May 1, 1875, the proposed law was put before the
Chamber of Deputies to be agitated in the sittings of the
seventh of May. It was decided to expedite matters, so
that all correlative articles should be debated at the first
and second sitting on the same Bill. The law was carried
by an overwhelming majority, 243 against 80. All the
conservatives had taken up the cause to- uphold Protestant
orthodoxy against the liberals.
On the twenty-fifth of May, after a brief discussion, in
cluding a speech from Count Landsberg, the Chamber of
Lords voted the law, 68 against 24; and eight days later,
May the thirty-first, the law sanctioned by imperial and offi
cial authority, was proclaimed.—BERNARD, pp. 44, 46, 48.
Besides the communities aforementioned, a blow was
struck at others in*the realm: the Capuchins, Benedictines,
etc. The Priests of the Mission were exiled, and the
Daughters of Charity were subjected to many hardships.
Their schools were closed, and were never restored. In
the Annals (Eng. Ed. Vol. x., p. 136), mention is made
of these events. “These persecuting laws soon brought
about the suppression of all educational establishments. In
1876 and 1877, those of Norff and of Deutz, and at Cologne
those of St. Severin, St. Gereon and St. Ursula; this last,
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however, with the house of Hardt, was spared on condition
of being transformed into an hospital.
“In consequence of the suppression of these houses, many
of the sisters went to foreign countries, the majority to
Austria; the whole of the rising Province was crippled in
its prosperity and in its very life by the Laws of May.
“In 1873, the Missionaries were banished, and Father
Kelz who had succeeded Father Marcus in the government
of the Province, could but rarely, and then disguised as a
merchant, visit the Central House of Nipps, to preside at
the Council, hear the sisters’ confessions, and give a con
ference. The sisters’ Seminary declined as early as 1875,
and from this date postulants were sent to Gratz in Austria.
The property of the Central House itself was threatened;
it was only through the able and devoted efforts of Mr.
Villers, at Malmedy, founder of the house of Xhoffraix,
and a true friend of the Children of St. Vincent that the
establishment was saved.”
All the houses of the Missionaries were closed with the
exception of the house of Cologne which, however, was
in part occupied by strangers. During these troublesome
times, the confreres in Prussia showed an admirable fidelity
to their vocation, of which Father Etienne makes mention
in his Circular of January 1, 1874: “A severe trial has
visited me during the past year; the persecution of our
Province of Prussia, has compelled all its members to abandon its works, and go into exile.” He adds: “ In my
sorrow, however, I could not help giving thanks to God
for affording the Community so great an example of fidel
ity to vocation as that shown by our confreres in Prussia,
the like of which has not been seen in two centuries of the
history of the Company. This trial has served to mani
fest the true sentiments that animate these worthy Sons
of St. Vincent. The possible cause of the rigor exercised
toward them, was their dependence on a foreign superior,
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The bishops who desired to keep them in their dioceses
obtained from the Sovereign Pontiff permission for them to
withdraw from my authority and become secularized clergy,
until such a time when our Province in Prussia might be restored. All without exception refused to accept this meas
ure, declaring that they were ready to go to the most distant
missions, rather than relinquish community life, or forfeit
a share in its works. The brothers possessed the same dispo
sitions. When the official notice was given the Missionaries
to abandon their establishments, all came here to our Mother
House to place themselves at my disposal, and each one
went humbly to the post assigned him by Providence.
There are twenty-six priests and brothers in France where
they have made themselves most useful for the salvation of
souls; forty-five have been sent to foreign missions; seven
are in Belgium where the bishop of Namur offered them a
foundation ; two are in Prussia, chaplains for the Sisters of
Charity. Such is the noble example given the little Com
pany?’— Gire., t. IIL, p. 462.
Twenty-five years have elapsed since the flame of perse
cution has been enkindled. The laws, so arbitrary in their
tenor, were in some instances mild in their application.
This was gradually brought about through the .negotiations
of Germany with Rome under the pontificate of Leo XIII.
Several of the articles of the Kulturkampf, however, con
tinue to be vigorously exercised; for instance, the sisters’
establishments are under the State supervision and the re
quirements are, at times, exacting.
Our confreres, like many other religious exiles still hope
for their return to the fatherland, as the signs of the times
foretell the dawn of that happy day. In the meantime, the
works of our German confreres have been visibly blessed
by God; the establishments directed by them in other local
ities are in a flourishing condition. At Theux, in Belgium,
they direct a German college, which on account of its proxhttps://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol15/iss1/4
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Unity to Germaily has furnished many vocations; in Syria,,
Costa Rica in Central America, they are engaged largely in
giving missions, exercising parish work, and the number of
members today exceeds that of the epoch of their disper
sion.
May Divine Providence reward their generosity by re
organizing onr Province of Prussia.
IX.

FRANCE; CONTEMPORARY EPOCH

In our review of the condition of the Congregation in
France after the bloody days of the Revolution, we stated
that an era of comparative tranquillity dawned for the re
ligious communities there. It was only towards the (dose
of the nineteenth century that the serene skies of peace
Were again obscured by the lowering clouds of persecution^
which eventually burst upon religious orders during the be
ginning of the twentieth century.
We will now retrace these events in chronological order;
they have never appeared in the Annals and a summary of
them might help to establish the authenticity of facts often
distorted by contradictory statements. This is especially
the case when the information comes from divers sources
more or less biased by political opinion.
With the lapse of time there is frequently a confusion of
dates and often an anniversary day of the month is hand
ed down, as it were, by tradition without its accompany
ing year; for instance, May the sixteenth and May the
twenty-fourth; then again the exact date of a certain po
litical event, for some reason, is often unknown, as that of
the Law of Separation in France.
To be methodical, therefore, we will draw up an authen
tic memoranda, mote as an aid to research than an histor
ical or philosophical study of those facts of too recent no
toriety for lengthy comment. Hence, the following events
are recorded successively, year by year.
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The contemporaneous epoch of the history of the Church
in France which is here related, dates from the downfall
of the Empire and commences with the republic form of
government in 1871, continuing up to the present time. It
may be divided into three periods. 1. — A period of pro
tection and peace, which ceased in 1876; 2.— A period of
transition, lasting three years; 3.— A period of persecu
tion more or less acknowledged and at times, very pro
nounced.1
1871-1876

The period of the State’s protection over the Church is
included within the administration of the National Assem
bly for 1871-1876. This Assembly, elected February 8,
1871, on the following thirteenth of May, carried a vote,
seconding the motion of Mr. Cazenove de Pradines, deputy
for Nantes, “that public prayer be offered to beg of Cod
the cessation of civil discord and of the evils that afflict
us?’ On June 12, 1872, the Assembly decreed the exemp
tion of seminarians from military service, and on the twen
ty-second of this same month, it granted soldiers the nec
essary time for their religious duties on Sundays and festi
vals of the Church. On January 14, 1873, another mo
tion was carried by which four bishops elected by their col1 The works from which the following selections have been taken are:
Unsiecle de V Eglise de France, par MgrBaunard ( Poussielgue ). A detail
of the good works undertaken by the Catholics are found herein.—L'Eglise de France sous la troisifrme Republique, par Lecanuet (Poussielgue).
The author whose opinions we do not altogether share tries to investigate
the causes that led to the transition of a period of prosperity to one of ad
versity. — Vers V Eglise libre, par J. de Narfou (In-8, Paris ). This work
was compiled before the promulgation of the Law of Separation of 1905,
and the historical narration of events is easily followed. Facts are classed
chronologically which throws a light on their further development. We
do not fully consent to his appreciation of them, especially to what is rel
ative to Leo XIII. whom the author, however, justly eulogizes under sev
eral topics. We have chiefly followed this last work in arranging facts.
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lic Instruction. At the request of the Archbishop of Paris,
the Assembly recognized the need of a church on Mont
martre and authorized its erection.— Vers P Eglise, p. 268,
Mr. Thiers having resigned the presidency, May 24,
1873, Marshal. McMahon succeeded him, and during his
term of office the Church in France was honored and up
held. On July 12, 1875, Catholics were granted the right,
to teach the higher grades: a right, the claim of which they
had not ceased to agitate. The term “ M ay the twentyfourth” is locally applied to Me Mahon’s inauguration. The
“Constitutional” laws voted in 1875, were amended by
Mr. Wallon and termed those of the Republic.
1877
The elections of February 20, 1876, had visibly modi
fied in the chamber the respective attitude of the parties.
“May 16” 1877, is notable by McMahon’s attempt to in
troduce Minister Broglie—more conservative in his ideas —
in the place of Minister Jules Simon. The president’s effort
was a failure and he handed in his resignation, January 30,
1879.
1879

Mr. Gr6vy, successor to Marshal McMahon (1879) on
the fourth of February, appointed Mr. Jules Ferry, Presi
dent of the Board of Public Instruction. From this nom
ination dates the laicization of the different public institu
tions of learning throughout the country.
Jules Ferry began by reorganizing the Board of Public
Instruction, and he ignored the provision made by the As
sembly for the membership of four bishops; the vacant
chairs were filled by the nomination of laics from the State.
The right of conferring degrees in the High Schools by
mixed juries established under law of July 12, 1875, was
suppressed.
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1880
After a series of incidents and polemics that need no men
tion here (See Lecanuet), Ferry very soon proposed to pro
hibit congregations from teaching certain grades. Article
VII., containing this prohibition was voted in the lower
chambers, but Dufaure and Simon prevailed upon the sen
ate to overrule it (March 19, 1880).
Among the religious orders, Minister Ferry resolved es
pecially upon the suppression of one, by reason of its wide
spread influence antagonistic to his principles. This was
the Society of Jesus. Underhand policy being used, the ex
pulsion of the Jesuits was authorized in virtue of “existing
laws.” Article I. of the famous decrees of March 29, 1880,
declared: “The Jesuits shall vacate their houses within
three months, and their colleges on August the thirty-first.”
The Fathers purposely ignored this notice and they were
driven out by an armed force on June the thirtieth. Ar
ticle ii . stated: “Congregations not legally authorized shall
secure a permit within three months.” After deliberating
upon the matter, it was decided not to apply for a permit,
and in consequence, a considerable number of religious com
munities were obliged to disperse. This same year the laicization of the hospitals was agitated, notably in the city
of Paris.
1881-1882
A law enacted in 1881, had established primary instruc
tion in schools, as obligatory. Another of Mardh 28, 1882,
voted at the instigation of Minister Ferry, restricted this
instruction to State schools.
1883
In 1883, the administration of episcopal property sede
vaeante, was placed under control of civil commissioners.
Eepeated acts betraying a liberty tending to encroach on
3
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peal from Pope Leo XIII. to President Grevy for redress
and protection. The letter was of no avail. Vers V Eglise*
p. 277.
Let us grasp the true state of affairs. If the question is
proposed, to wrhat cause must be traced the hostile attitude
of the government toward Catholics, the answer may be
found by perusing the correspondence of the Pope with the
President. Its general tone is social rather than official.
Pope Leo XIII. solicits Mr. Gr6vy to use his influence in
calming the anti-religious sentiments, so ruinous to “unity
in France and to equal rights of citizenship.” The President
replied that the attitude of a “portion of the clergy toward
the state institutions sometimes excited sentiments which he
himself condemned,” and in his turn, Mr. Grevy appealed
to the authority of the Holy Father to remove the causes of
“this disastrous conflict.”—These letters gave not the de
sired results. The Sovereign Pontiff’s wishes were wellknown but, unfortunately, disregarded by a fraction of the
Catholic population and the existing condition of affairs re
mained unchanged.
1884
Several political measures were used to prolong the
conflict. A law of December 29, 1884, (Article IX.) sub
jected the religious congregations to a tax of “increase” the
issue of which had not been sufficiently weighed, and later
on, the government was obliged to add an amendment.
1886-1889
On October 30, 1886, the laicization of primary instruc
tion was completed by law, of which Article x v ii . reads
as follows: In public schools of all grades, teaching is
exclusively restricted to a laic staff of teachers; and at the
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termination of the session, July 15, 1889, the military
law repealing the privilege that had exempted clerics
from military service, was carried by vote.— Vers VEglise^
p. 278.
1890-1892
/

The constant effort of Leo XIII,, was to lead the Catho
lics of France in the line of conduct which he judged most
in accord with the natural law and Christian tradition. In
1883, as we have mentioned, he wrote a letter to President
Grevy, and it was under the inspiration of Leo XIII. that
on November the twelfth, Cardinal Lavigerie announced
his famous toast in presence of the officers of the French
marine, whom he had invited to his palace. The dominant
note of these appeals that Leo XIII. made to the Catholics
of France, is found in the Encyclical he addressed on Feb
ruary 16, 1892 “ To the Clergy and People of France.” He
said therein :
a As to societies purely human, it is a fact mentioned
hundred times in history, that time the great transformer
of all things here below, operates in the political institution
of these societies the profoundest changes. At one time, it
is true, it merely modifies some feature of the established
government; at another time, for primitive forms of gov
ernment, it substitutes others, totally different, even in the
manner of the transmission of the sovereign power,
a... Consequently when new governments which repre
sent this immutable power are constituted, to accept them
is not only permissible, but obligatory, by the very necessi
ty of that social good which made them and maintains them.
Moreover, this is all the more binding because insurrection
enkindles animosity among citizens, provokes civil wars,
and may eventually plunge the people into the chaos of an
archy. And this important duty of respect and dependence
will continue as long as the exigencies of the common good
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demand it, since in society this good is, after God, the law
first and last.
“...This explains the wisdom of the Church in maintain
ing relations with the numerous governments which have
succeeded one another in France in less than a century, and
without ever causing violent and profound shocks. Such
an attitude is the surest and safest line of conduct for all
Frenchmen in their civil relations with the Republic, the
actual government of their nation.”—Encyclical Au milieu
des sollieitudes.

Leo XIII. then explained a difficulty greatly agitated
at this epoch, alleging the injustices of the legislation
for some few years past; he further explained that institu
tion is not identical with legislation and to accept the insti
tution wras the easiest means of ameliorating the legislation.
This was called the “rallying” policy.
A few months later Leo XIII., insisted on the same
principle in an open letter to the French Cardinals, under
date of May 3, 1892.
Mr. Spuller, elected Minister of Public Worship in 1894,
inaugurated the “new movement”-of conciliatory measuresnecessary according to his views in establishing peaceful re
lations between the Church and the State; it was, he thought a
cordial response of laic society to the advances of Leo XIII.
Unfortunately, the instructions of Leo XIII. were not ac
cepted by a number of Catholics. The conflict continued.
1893-1895
On January 26, 1892, the laws regarding finances took
effect on January 1, 1893. Article xvm. placed the trus
tees of ecclesiastical property and even the consistories, un
der the control of the State. After some resistance the
trustees and bishops submitted and the storm passed.
The law of April 16, 1895, superseding the tax of “in-
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crease” of 1884, by that of the “subscription” more easily
collected, provoked new and violent opposition.
1900
Difficulties were being aggravated for the licensed con
gregations, or otherwise. Minister WaJdeck-Rousseau on
January 24, 1900, ordered with court decision, the sup
pression of the order of Augustines of the Assumption.
*
1901
In 1901, the State Council published a Bill urged on by
the Minister of the Interior, and of Public Worship, on the
question proposed as to which of the congregations of men
had the right to declare themselves legally recognized. Af
ter an enumeration of the laws relative to each congregation
serving as a basis for its decision and after interpreting ac
cording to its own views the limit of the authorization, the
answer was given, January 16, 1901:
The Council etc...
Determines:
That the Associations of St. Lazare, of the Foreign Missions, of the
Priests of St. Sulpice, of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, may be con
sidered as the religious congregations legally recognized.

A Bill of February the fourteenth following, gives simi
lar decision, relative to the Association of the Holy Spirit.
(Quoted in the Petites Annales de Saint Vineent de Paul,
supplement 1903, p. 45.)
A few months later was promulgated through the initia
tive of Minister Waldeck-Rousseau, President of the Coun
cil of Ministers, a very important law bearing “on the con
tract of association.” This statute of July 1, 1901, in its
closing clause treated of religious congregations and placed
within the reach of any ill-disposed party a powerful weap
on of attack, which was subsequently used.
We give articles xm. and xvm. :
Art. xm.— No religious congregation can be established without a license
given by a law determining the conditions under which it may exercise its
3*
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works and, moreover, may not found any new establishment except em
powered by a decree from the Council of State.
The dissolution of said congregation or the closing of an establishment
may be effected by a decree of the Council of Ministers.
Art. xvm. — The congregations existing at the time of the promul
gation of the present law, which have not previously been licensed must
within three months prove that they have taken the necessary steps to con
form to these ordinances.
Should no attestation be offered of their having made an application for
said license the congregation shall be considered as dissolved. The same
tenet holds for such as have been refused a license.

1902
In 1902, the presidency of the Board of Ministers form
erly occupied by Minister Waldeck-Rousseau was filled by
Mr. Combes. Soon after this election the law of 1901, was
applied which — as Mr. Waldeck-Rousseau afterwards de
clared — was not framed according to his views when he
urged its vote.
That same year near the close of July, when the General
Assembly of the Congregation of the Mission was termi
nated, the Lazarists were notified that they must relin
quish the direction of preparatory seminaries. Later on
the applications for licenses were set aside for the congre
gations of men; this meant for them exodus or dissolution.
On December 4, 1902, a law was promulgated ‘“tending
to repress the act of opening or holding without permit a
congregational establishment.” Heavy penalties were levied
against violation of the law.
1903

In July 1903, the Lazarists were obliged to withdraw
from the ecclesiastical seminaries in France; the govern
ment made this measure obligatory on the bishops whose
refusal would have provoked serious results.
On November 4,1903, the Superior General of the Con
gregation of the Mission was notified that the application
for licenses for divers establishments was discarded. WithPublished by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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In a month these houses were to be dissolved. They were
nineteen in number.
The years 1903 and 1904, were memorable for the
Daughters of Charity by the closing, total or partial, of a
large number of their establishments, and they were besides
prohibited from teaching.
1904
In 1904, in order to complete the law of 1901, Min
ister Combes framed an amendment and pushed its vote
(July 7) prohibiting all orders and congregations the teach
ing of any branch in any grade, allowing the government,
however, a delay of ten years to enforce the same.
But in 1904, current events ‘ aggravated the situation.
President Loubet had received in Paris, October 1903, the
visit of the Italian Sovereigns which he returned in April
1904, at Rome. Pius X. succeeded Leo XIII. on August
4, 1903. A note of protestation against this visit from
Cardinal Merry del Val dated April the twenty-eighth, was
forwarded to the diplomatic corps attached to the Vatican.
As long as this protest remained secret the French govern
ment did not give it consideration, but no sooner was it
made public than it was discussed in the French Parliament
and this was followed by the withdrawal of the French
Ambassador, Mr. Nisard. His representative, however, re
mained but in the following July a new difficulty arose and
he also was recalled.
In July 1904, Pope Pius X. was called upon to consider
a grave question. In a like circumstance Pope Leo XIII.
said: “I am powerless to act. My decision in the matter
must be guided by the Concordat.” The circumstance re
ferred to the bishops nominated according to the Concordat
and of whom Rome wished the dismissal. Pope Pius X.
did not believe himself like Pope Leo XIII. so strictly
bound by the Concordat and he acted directly in the case.
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On July 29, 1904, the Minister of Foreign Affairs in
Paris, wired Mr. de Courcelle, Representative in Rome, to
notify Cardinal Merry del Val, Secretary of State, “that
having several times pointed out the grave injuries done
the rights of the Concordat through the initiative of the
Holy See acting directly on the French bishops, the Repub
lic... has decided to end the official relations which are...
without an object.” The telegram concluded in these terms:
“Having delivered this message, you will add that we con
sider the mission of the Apostolic Nuncio here terminat
ed.”— The diplomatic rupture was completed July 30,
1904.— Vers I’Eglise, p. 313.
1905
Under the administration of the Ministers Combes (June
7,1902), Rouvier (January 24, 1905), Sarrien (January
15,1906)and Clemenceau (October 23, 1906), Mr. Briand
being Minister of Public Worship the “Bill of Separation
of Church and State” was introduced. Agitated and vot
ed by parliament the LAW OF SEPARATION was promulgated
December 9, 1905.
This law closed the Concordat of 1901, and the adminis
tration of the property still remaining to the Church was
placed in the hands of a legal association which took the
place of the former Conseil de fctbrique, and the Adminis
trative Board for Seminaries.
1906
By the Encyclical, Vehementer, of February 11, 1906, the
Sovereign Pontiff protested against this separation, and
violation of the property rights of the Church. But a prac
tical question was now evolved. After the protest against
the violation by the recent law of the rights of the
Church would it not be advisable to take exception of this
law by a clause found therein which permitted the property
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to be devoted to religious associations corresponding to the
German “Church Councils” or “Parochial Assemblies”
and in France designated as Associations cultuelles—there
by, the property might be saved to the Church.
2V spirited contest arose in the Catholic press. One par
ty advocated that the law (Article iv.) expressly decreed
the organizing of these associations which were to act “ by
complying with general rules of the religion they profess,”
and therefore, exception should be taken; another party,
quoting Article vir. which forbids that any discussion rel
ative to the bequest of property should be “regulated by
the State Council” upheld the opinion that all material ad
vantage should be refused. The former while admitting
the injustice of the measures that opposed the rights of the
Church discussed whether it would not be prudent to tol
erate ad avertenda graviora mala1 according to the formula
used by Pope Pius IX. to the German bishops in 1875.
The controversy was fiercely carried on; the conclusion one
of momentous gravity—it meant nothing less than the sav
ing, or absolute abandonment of Church property in France.
The decision was left to the judgment of the bishops.
On May 30, 1906, with the approbation of the Holy See,
a general assembly of the bishops of France was held at the
archiepiscopal palace in Paris. Two questions were proposed
by Rome relative to the formation of the associations. The
process-verbal of the session was drawn up and sent to
Rome/ Its publication will no doubt appear later a supple
ment to the Proc^s-verbaux des assemblees du elerge Frangais
of the 17th and 18th centuries (10 Volumes in-folio) which
is of so great utility, and an honor to the Church in France.
1 See page 524.
2 A few months after, arguments for and against the questions were
published in the daily papers and the numbers of votes relative to each
question. These details have not been contested and, therefore, must be
correct; yet as they were not officially announced we have not copied them.
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An Encyclical, Grarissimo, of Pope Pius X. (August
10, 1906) pointed out the line of conduct to be followed.
The Holy Father did not authorize the formation of the
Associations cultuelles. Immediately, like an army whose
honor and strength depends on its unswerving discipline, an
absolute union was henceforward established between the
clergy and the faithful of the Church in France.
1907
A new difficulty presented itself occasioned by the ob
ligation resting on Catholics to declare publicly their loy
alty to their respective churches, inscribed in a general
clause in the statute of June 30, 1881. Following an ad
vice from Rome, they refrained from complying with this
clause. The government on its part did not close the church
es and excepted the clause; but on January 2,1907, a law
declaring the termination of the delay for the claiming
of church property, was proclaimed; the delay having been
protracted after the first year of its enactment. Article
IV. declared “that exercise of public worship could be as
sured by means of associations as directed by the law of
July 1, 1901/’ that is, by the right of common law against
which some Catholics had protested.
1908
On April 13, 1908, a law was promulgated by which an
important clause permitted the saving of a portion of the
Church property. To the “approved ecclesiastical mutu
alities’’ could be assigned the fund of the former bank of
ecclesiastical aid, these revenues having the same end as
foundations for Masses. The majority of the Catholic party
in parliament voted this motion under the impression that
they were acting for the best.
The Sovereign Pontiff, by a letter under date of May
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17, 1908, made known that he did not approve these mu
tualities.
We have enumerated events because the particular sit
uation of communities in a country, obviously depends on
the general situation of the Church itself.
In the beginning of 1908, the Abbe Sicard, of the clergy
in Paris, and author of famous historical studies, voiced
the diocesan clergy and addressing the Cardinal Archbishop
of Paris and his coadjutor, outlined the present situation
of the Church in France. He remarked: “The Church
must find in the past a guaranty for the future. How is it
possible to proscribe an institution that has contributed so
largely to the making of the nation; that has given a Richelieu to the political world, a Bossuet to literature, a Vin
cent de Paul to charitable works? Can the History of France
produce greater names?” — Semaine religieuse de,Paris.
The Abb6 Sicard then sets forth the many reasons why
hope should be entertained for “better things” recalling
the heroism of the French clergy during the Revolution
when priests suffered death because of their refusal to take
the schismatical oath. Considering the unity of the clergy
and faithful existing today, he adds: “A source of strength
remains to us without which all others would be unavail
able, it is the possession of the supreme good of unity......
To preserve it the French clergy a hundred years ago re
mained attached to Rome, even to death. In our time, un
der circumstances though less grave, it follows Rome even
to desolation.”
Such is the condition of the Church in France.
To particularize what concerns the Family of Saint Vin
cent de Paul, we add:
The Congregation of the Mission has lost in France
many establishments. Providence, however, has made use
of this trial to increase the number of laborers in foreign
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Missions notably in the East, and the Extreme East, Cen
tral, and South America. New foundations have been made
in Italy; besides, the seminaries there have been re-inforced.
The day of trial shall pass; for as we read in the Book
of Job, the tree, being deprived of its branches by the
storms, the stem, still green and vigorous, gives prom
ise of a new foliage. Applying this figure — so shall
it be with the Works of St. Vincent de Paul in France:
Lignum habet spem: si praeeisum fuerit rursum vireseif et
rami ejus pullulant. Truneus illius ad odorem aquae germinabit etfaeiet eomam quasi eum primum pkintatum est. Let
us cherish this hope.
Alfred MiLON.
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EUROPE
AUSTRIA
HISTORY OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY
OF THE PROVINCE OF SALZBURG
The preceding number of the Annals contains an interesting account 6f
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the union in 1882, of the Sisters of Charity
of Salzburg to the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul in Paris.
This occasion naturally suggests the history of the Province which is given
in the following narrative.
(Jtnwafs af tKe Mission, German edition; 1906, p. 210, and 190V, p. 5V;
translation.)

On the first of August, 1882, at the Mother House of
the Daughters of Charity in Paris, the annals of the Com
munity records an event of rare occurrence, for that day
commemorates, not the usual taking of the Holy Habit of
the Daughters of Charity, but the enrolling of a whole
province among the Children of St, Vincent de Paul,
Following the extended negotiations between His Emi
nence, the Cardinal Archbishop of Salzburg, on one side—
who had in his archdiocese and under his exclusive juris
diction a congregation of sisters to the number of 300 bear
ing the name of Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul —
and on the other side, the Superior General, Very Rev.
Anthony Fiat, all obstacles being removed, on the day in
dicated above, three sisters of Salzburg representing the
entire province, came to Paris to take the Habit of the
Daughters of Charity founded by St. Vincent de Paul.
These three sisters were, Sister Praxmarer formerly, Supe
rioress General, who died February 14, 1903, Sister Angerer, who died March 31, 1899, and Sister Meister, the
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£ole survivor of the the three. By that act, the reunion of
the Sisters of Charity of Salzburg to the Family of St. Vin
cent de Paul was accomplished.
Since that time the Province of Salzburg has prospered,
developing day by day the true spirit of St. Vincent, so
that it may creditably compare with the most well-regulat
ed Provinces of the Company.
It then, appears to ns appropriate at this period, to re
trace here the history of the Sisters of Charity of the Prov
ince of Salzburg, which has remained up to this time rather
in obscurity; and as Providence ordained, this Province
has had close relations with the Missionaries of Salzburg,
whose influence brought about the introduction of the
Daughters of Charity into that archdiocese, which nearly
coincides with the foundation of the Priests of the Mission
in that city. It will not be without interest, therefore, to
learn also the origin of the establishment here, of the Con
gregation of the Mission.
In the first place we shall speak of the institution and
development of the Congregation of the Sisters in the arch
diocese of Salzburg, and afterwards we shall relate the his
tory of its reunion with the Company of the Daughters of
Charity.
ORIGIN OF THE SISTERS OF CHARITY AT SALZBURG

The Sisters of Charity at Salzburg, after God, owe their
institution to the Cardinal Archbishop of Prague, the Car
dinal Frederick, Prince of Schwarzenberg. It is he who
founded their company and who through his benevolence,
procured them the necessary means of subsistence. This
prince of the Church was filled with zeal for the salvation
of* the souls confided to him and he made frequent visita
tions of his archdiocese. He had observed that the c^re of
the poor and the sick left much to be desired, and he de
termined to ameliorate their condition. On a visit to
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Schwarzach in Pongau, he found there an old church nearly in ruins and a house which formerly served as a con
vent for the Benedictine Fathers. It suggested to the arch
bishop the thought of putting his long projected plan into
execution — that of providing an asylum for the poor and
the sick. But he needed Sisters of Charity to care for them.
Divine Providence in whom he placed his trust, rewarded
his confidence, by giving to the archbishop, sisters from his
own archdiocese.
There was then residing at Salzburg an exemplary Christ
ian family named Preisinger. The father, a laborer, with
his wife and six children, lived in his humble home. Two
of his daughters had already embraced the religious life,
and now a third aspired to the same vocation. This youug
girl on one occasion heard a sermon on the‘“Union of the
Active Life of Martha with the Contemplative Life of
Mary” and as an example the Reverend Father present
ed the Sisters of St. Vincent de Paul. His words made so
deep an impression on the young girl that she resolved to
become a Sister of Charity.
The archbishop informed of her intentions, proposed to
send her to the house of the Sisters of Charity at Munich
to pass her novitiate, and afterwards return to Schwarzach,
his projected foundation. Accordingly in the month of
December, 1840, the young postulant Magdalena Preisinger
departed for Munich in company with Catherine Koningsberger on her way to the novitiate. The following year
the archbishop sent four other postulants. After two years,
they made the Vows in the Company of the Sisters of
Charity at Munich. The novice Magdalena took the name,
Ambrosia; later she was made Superioress of the sisters of
Salzburg.
Then the archbishop conducted the six sisters to Salzburg
to take possession of the new establishment. He appointed
Sister Aigner, Superioress, who at the same time had the
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duty of forming the young sisters to the religious life and
to the manner of caring for the sick in the new house of
Schwarzach. The archbishop himself presided at the in
stallation of the sisters and solemnly blessed the foundation.
From the first day numerous demands were made the sis
ters to care for the sick, and the work developed rapidly.
New laborers were sent by Divine Providence into the
harvest, so that the following year, fourteen sisters received
the Habit, under the direction of Sister Ambrosia; in the
year 1846, eight novices were received and the following
year, about the same number. In 1847, the sisters at Mu
nich, wished to recall Sister Aigner of their foundation and
the Archbishop of Salzburg desiring to have a branch of
the sisterhood independent of Munich, consented to the re
turn of Sister Aigner. Sister Ambrosia then became Mother
Superior of the little community. It is thus the ground for
the first establishment was broken in the new province.
The archbishop appointed his secretary, Father Embacher,
director of the community.
The sisters had at the commencement, much to suffer;
th£y were very poor, and they did not receive the sympa
thy of the inhabitants of Schwarzach and the environments.
But, Providence had its own designs on this community
of the Sisters of Charity, and notwithstanding all difficul
ties, they gradually spread throughout the archdiocese ex
ercising a salutary influence.
UNION WITH THE SISTERS OF CHARITY
OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

The following circumstances led to the union of the sis
ters of Salzburg, who bore the name of Sisters of St. Vin
cent, but who had not, however, the primitive Buie of the
Company founded in Paris by St. Vincent de Paul.
In the journal written by Sister Ambrosia we read: “On
May 6, 1865, His Eminence, the Cardinal Archbishop,
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Maximilian Joseph, accompanied by His Grace, the Arch
bishop of Smyrna honored the Mother House with an un
expected visit. On this occasion the Archbishop of Smyrna
remarked to the Archbishop of Salzburg, that he had in his
archiepiscopal city, Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul,
who were engaged in caring for the poor and the sick in
asylums and hospitals, in teaching the children of his
schools, and in educating the orphans. This venerable pre
late, Archbishop Vincent Spaccapietra, is a Lazarist, and his
very appearance reminds one of our Blessed Father, St. Vin
cent; he is a zealous Missionary, traveling at this time
through some countries of Europe to collect money for his
cathedral of St. John, the Apostle, at Smyrna.”
Again in the same journal, the sister writes: “In the
month of January, 1868, two sisters from the Mother
House made a visit to France. They accompanied as far as
Boulogne an English lady, who had been under their care
at Salzburg, and on their return they stopped at Paris pur
posely to venerate the relics of St. Vincent de Paul exposed
in the chapel of the Mother House of the Lazarists. As the
sisters considered themselves Daughters of that great Saint,
they presented themselves for admission but were refused as
they were not recognized as Daughters of Charity by their
peculiar habit. They were confused and disappointed at
the reception received at St. Lazare.”
Sister Ambrosia was always most anxious for the affilia
tion, and no doubt prayed earnestly for its accomplishment.
In the meantime, Divine Providence opened the way by
which the union was gradually effected.
In 1873, Father M6dits, Priest of the Mission, gave a
retreat to the Benedictine Fathers of Lay bach. Through
the Fathers, Rev. Albert Francis Eder, the Abbe of Saint
Pierre at Salzburg became acquainted with the Lazarists
and asked a mission for his parish from the Superior, at
Vienna. That mission took place at Salzburg and many
4
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Sisters of Charity attended the exercises. The result was
fruitful iu benediction. The sermons, full of that simplicity
and unction of St.Vincent de Paul made a salutary im
pression on the people. Subsequently, the sisters asked
Father M6dits, if the Priests of the Mission would give
them a retreat. He told the sisters they would be most
willing to do so but that the permission of his superior was
necessary and the sisters should have the consent of the
archbishop; the first would offer no difficulty but for the sec
ond, the sisters must address themselves to His Grace, their
eminent Superior. The latter, who was himself a religious
of St .Benedict, understood the advisability of a community
of women directed by priests of the same order and of the
same spirit as their founder. Moreover, he was most be
nevolent toward the Sisters of Charity for whom he enter
tained a great esteem, as well as for the Priests of the
Mission.
Henceforth, the desire for the union became more ardent
and general. Sister Ambrosia earnestly advocated it, but
declared it would not take place until after her death. The
year following, 1874 she died, and the new Superioress
General wished for the consummation of the union. She
said to Father M6dits: “ I am now Superioress, but I am
disposed to become a simple sister as soon as the affiliation
takes place.” The archbishop seemed to favor the project
and he told Father Medits that the Superioress would will
ingly transfer her jurisdiction to the Mother General in
Paris. Father Medits made this known to the Superior
General and to the Visitor.
Negotiations were commenced. The sisters had with
out exception given their consent in a retreat of the year,
1881. The Visitor made mention of this in a letter to the
Superior General in Paris and at the same time, the appro
bation of the archbishop was asked. Here a difficulty com
plicated affairs. The Superiors in Paris wished Salzburg
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to be of the Province of Gratz, as the number of sisters
was not sufficient to constitute a Province of itself* The
archbishop on his part, held firm to his opinion of having
Salzburg a distinct Province* Negotiations were delayed
and the sisters feared that the final decision would put an
end to the union. The Visitor, however, encouraged them
to hope in God for the fulfilment of their desires.
Finally, the moment arrived. In the month of May
1882, a letter was received from the Superior General say
ing, that the conditions of the archbishop were accepted.
At the same time a letter was received from the Mod Hon
ored Mother in Paris by Sister Vincentia, Superioress at
Salzburg, requesting a written declaration from all the su
perioresses, showing that they desired the union and were
disposed to accept the Rules and Customs of the Company
of the Daughters of Charity; she also asked that these dec
larations be signed by all the sisters in their respective
houses. Thus was the union accomplished. On July the
thirteenth of the same year the Superioress at Salzburg with
some other sisters was invited to Paris, and on July the
twenty-fifth they arrived at the Mother House, rue du Bac.
The next day they were received by the Superior General;
then on August, the first, they took the Habit of the Daugh
ters of Charity, and that act crowned the union.
The oldest superioress, Sister Praxmarer, was named
Visitatrix of the new Province. The arrangements of Su
periors were satisfactory to all, and now the sisters of Salz
burg were true Children of St. Vincent de Paul, directed
by his immediate successor, in possession of the primitive
Rules of their holy Founder and especially of his won
derful Conferences, which the Saint gave himself to the first
Daughters of Charity.
The sisters of the Province of Salzburg were permitted
to wear their first habit, and to introduce gradually the
new one. Several of the ancient sisters were sensibly touched
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on putting aside the first habit and the new cornette ap
peared to them “ terrible.”
In a letter dated April 7, 1883, it was stated that all the
sisters were clothed with the Habit* of the Daughters of
Charity. They of course were obliged to forego those sol
emn services which took place on former occasions, when
they made the Vows. Now, they would make simple
Vows and for one year only, to be renewed each successive
year.
During the summer of 1883, the Superior General made
a visit to the Provinces of Austria, and on June the nine
teenth he arrived at Salzburg. The sisters were delighted,
and everywhere he was received with filial affection. The
Superior General on his side, showed himself very well
satisfied with the conditions of the Province.
And now twenty-five years have passed since the au
spicious occasion of the union of the Sisters of Charity at
Salzburg wTith the Daughters of Charity in Paris. The
divine benediction is visibly diffused over this branch of
the Company; the number of sisters has increased in that
space of time to more than 200, and the number of houses
doubled. May Providence continue to prosper its works!
May it find in the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul the light and
the strength to guide and support the sisters in the service
of the poor and in the practice of the virtues of their state.
Then will they be able to give the solution of the great
question of the times: social amelioration. The Province,
performing its works unostentatiously but with that activity
proper to the things of God, will continue to prove to so
ciety that what is done for God and for the relief of the
poor through His love, is the best and the most lasting good
because it carries with it the seal of Eternal Truth.
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SPAIN
Letter from, Sister Lo n g e v il l e , Daughter of Charity,
to Most Honored Mother Kie f f e r .
Asilo de Nuestra Senora del Rosario ; Atarfe,
Province of Granada, May; 1908.

The closing of the ceremony of First Communion took
place yesterday and I must not delay in giving you news of
our Mission. In describing this everft I will at the same
time tell about our works during the last four months.
Yesterday’s feast brought us the sweetest consolation; the
good Master has more than rewarded our labors among the
children prepared to receive Him. Here a solemn ceremony
for this great day is something unusual, even the clergy
expressed some surprise at our daily catechetical classes and
our request that the vicar might come once a week to give
instructions was thought an innovation. When we spoke of
the preparatory retreat it seemed like we were talking Greek
to them, and that all things might be conducted in a be
coming manner, we asked the services of a kind Capuchin
Father of Granada.
Monday and Tuesday were devoted to the exercises of
the retreat attended by twenty-five children preparing for
First Communion, and the like number for a renewal of
this great act. All, but especially the First Communi
cants gave much edification. Among them, fourteen were
dressed in white and to secure uniformity — for here, as
elsewhere, tastes differ—we furnished a model dress which
was strictly copied; the veils and crowns were loaned
from the establishment. The other children wore colored
dresses and mantillas. On account of our distance from
the village, a charitable person placed two rooms near
the church at our disposal, and it is here we formed the
procession.
4*
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I cannot describe, my Most Honored Mother, the im
pression this ceremony made on onr good people. The long
file of children walking in deep recollection, with eyes cast
down and hands joined, was most touching, and although
it is not customary even for parents to assist at the First
Communion Mass, on this day the church was crowded.
We had, fortunately, the forethought of providing separate
pews in the front of the church for the children, to prevent
distraction as far as possible. All passed off admirably,
perfect order being maintained throughout. The pastor at
the end of Holy Mass, addressed a few words to the chil
dren and expressed his gratitude and satisfaction.
The afternoon ceremony was also most impressive, and
again the people flocked to assist thereat. When we left
the church many women wept and thanked us most effu
sively. These good souls showed their appreciation by en
thusiastic demonstrations. The alcade assisted at both
morning and evening ceremonies as well as many Senoras
of the neighboring village. We have much to be thankful
for, and the good God has undoubtedly blessed this day
which will, we feel assured, produce much good among the
people who are really well disposed, but somewhat indif
ferent to the practice of their religion.
Our works have developed marvelously within the last
few months. The classrooms are overcrowded, so that we are
obliged to refuse the children, and this breaks my heart.
There are fourteen pupils in our intern school but we ex
pect to add shortly four others to the list; the patronage
numbers over sixty. In general, a marked improvement is
observable. There is now a regular attendance at Holy
Mass on Sunday and the Easter duties were piously fulfilled.
You may now realize, Most Honored Mother, that some
good is being accomplished by your children at Atarfe, not
withstanding the limited number of the personnel. We
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have indeed cause to be grateful for the past as well as hope
ful for the future.
Believe me, affectionately etc.,
Sister Lo n g e v i LLE
At a r f e . Village of the province of Granada, in Andalusia, Southern
Italy, situated over three miles northeast of Santaf'e at the southwest ex
tremity of Sierra Jarama (2908 feet), on an affluent of the Genii in the
basin of the Guadalquivir. Population 2 090

ITALY
Right Rev. Vincent Tasso of the Congregation of the
Mission, former Assistant to the Superior General, who
was consecrated Bishop of Aosta, Piedmont, took posses
sion of his episcopal see in August, 1908.
The accompanying photograph was taken in Rome on
May 28, 1908.
SASSARI—SARDINIA
Letter from Lev, J. L. Ma n z e LLA, Priest of the Mis
sion9 to Very Rev, A. Fia t , Superior General,
(Concluded *)

The following paragraphs refer to the Daughters of
Charity and their Works in Sassari.
IV. Daughters of Charity,—From their establishment
in Sassari, the Priests of the Mission joined to the spiritual
direction of the seminary that of the Daughters of Charity
who had anxiously awaited their arrival. At this epoch
there were only three houses with about thirty sisters. The
works, however, have gradually increased and at present
there are seven houses within the city limits and ten in the
1. See preceding Number of Annals, p. 416
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vicinity. This development has occasioned the extension
of the divers associations attached thereto, and therefore,
they call for the zealous and active cooperation of the Mis
sionaries.
The newly arrived sisters usually spend some time at the
orphanage of Sassari, the Central House of the Province.
A number of sisters attend the annual retreat given here,
and others are happy to visit this hallowed spot when the
occasion requires.
V. Associations of the Ladies of Charity.—The first as
sociation of the Ladies of Charity will shortly celebrate its
Golden Jubilee, having been founded in 1859, three years
after the arrival of the sisters in Sassari.
From the outset this benevolent association has flourished
and effected untold good among the poorer class of the city;
for forty years its activity was restricted to this locality.
Within the last few years, however, its influence has ex
tended to the villages where similar associations have been
erected. At Silanus in 1901, Benetutti, Patada, and Laerru
in 1904; in several other villages in 1905, and in 1907 the
number rose to forty. Tbe account of these associations
shows a total of 25 833 francs collected within a year for
the relief of the poor and destitute. In other wealthier
countries this amount would be,considered small, but in
Sardinia it is looked upon as marvelous, and thousands of
poor bless St. Vincent de Paul, the promoter of charitable
works. To urge the erection of these associations is, there
fore, a duty with which the Missionaries are happy to com
ply on their missions throughout the Province.1
VI. Children of Mary. — Prior to the foundation of the
Association of Ladies of Charity, the sisters organized the
1. To these associations, we may add those established in the city of Cag
liari, four in number: Castello, of the Marine, Stampace, and Villanova
founded in 1858; these will celebrate next year their Golden Jubilee. Later
on five more were erected in the villages of Arbus, Bitti, Giave, Martis,
and Villacidro. A total of fifty associations in Sardinia.
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Confraternity of the Children of Mary in the orphanage of
Sassari. This association celebrated its fiftieth anniversary
of foundation on the. twenty-seventh of November, feast
of the Immaculate Virgin of the Miraculous Medal. It
is composed of young ladies of the most distinguished fam
ilies, who under the protection of the Blessed Virgin are
most zealous in fulfilling the obligations of the sodality.
They have reached a membership of five hundred. These
groups of young girls some, pupils of the academy, others,
orphans educated by the sisters, form a beautiful spectacle
and are visibly favored with choicest blessings from their
Immaculate Mother. From the Central House, the asso
ciation has branched off into the neighboring localities and
wherever there are Daughters of Charity these fervent
Children of Mary may be found, who frequent the sacra
ments and give to all a most edifying example.
To the Children of Mary is subjoined the Cerele Silvio
Pellieo, instituted by Archbishop Parodi in which young
people of the best families unite in a reading circle. This
is an excellent work and very dear to the heart of our good
prelate. It is in charge of a confrere.1
These works necessarily demand constant labor on the
part of the Missionaries. They are called upon to deliver
sermons, weekly conferences to the sisters, instructions to
the orphans, to which must be added about fifty retreats
annually, besides novenas, triduums for all classes of people.
We have, moreover, something like a perpetual mission
in our own church as great numbers come to confession
on the eve and morning of the principal feasts. It is not
1. To the Silvio Pellico Circle a school of religious study has been added
for students in easy circumstances. Four classes are held each week : two
for a superior course, two for a lower course.
On Sunday a reunion takes place in the archiepiscopal palace. Holy
Mass is celebrated followed by a sermon and Benediction. The halls for
the circle are opened every day. Celebrated speakers occasionally give
conferences adapted to the needs of the times. There are also plays,
games, the testing for prizes etc.
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only on Sunday at Holy Mass and Benediction that the
church is filled, but at all hours of the day, people of all
classes and of every condition : the rich and poor, old and
young, soldier and civilian, come to our “ sanctuary” to offer
their fervent petitions, It is indeed a most edifying sight.
I must not forget to say that among the mem who crowd
the church on Sunday morning, quite a large number ap
proach the Holy Table with unusual recollection. For us
Priests of the Mission, there is, you see, no lack of work.
Besides our Congregation another community gives mis
sions in the country places. Were we more numerous and had
we sufficient means at our disposal to give free missions,
this poor island would soon be evangelized from one end
to the other as we are very much encouraged both by the
clergy and the people.
J. B. Ma n z e LLA.

TURKEY IN EUROPE
The following letter was published in the Missions catholiques, July 17/
1908.

Letter from Sis t e e
Monastir.

ViOLLET,

Daughter of Charity

On leaving Salonica we traveled toward Monastir, the
second capital of Macedonia. Our train crossed the
vast and dreary plain of the Vardar, along the ancient
Roman road of Dyrrachium to Thessalonica which gradual
ly ascends to an elevation of 2 301 feet. Here we reached
the base of the Peristeri an immense natural amphitheatre
encircled by mountain chains with snow-capped summits.
From this spot, screened by a cluster of poplars, one catch
es a glimpse of the ancient city of Heraclius, today Mon
astir or in Sclavonic, Bitolia.

This city containing 60000 souls is a center where the
Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908

133

he Congregation of the Mission: A Collection of Edifying Letters, Vol. 15 [1908], N

— 558—
rival nationalities, fiercely disputing the proprietorship of
Macedonia, are represented, and consequently these classes
are in a state of constant revolt. Here are the Greek, Bul
garian, Servian and Roumanian, Albanian, and Turk, each
upholding the pretended rights of his respective country.
This clannish spirit finds its way into the schools, business
houses, and even in the public streets the use of the revolv
er rids one of his troublesome adversary.
*
* *
At length we reached the station at Monastir after spend
ing ten hours on a journey which in Europe would require
only four; it had indeed appeared interminable. We crossed
the avenues along the square where the military drills take
place and which lead into Hamidie Street with its stores,
hotels, cafes, thronged by a rushing crowd of humanity,
among whom were several officers in brilliant uniform.
We were directed toward the right to a quiet street where
we quickly perceived a residence over which the tri-colored
flag was flying. Above three of the entrances we saw
familiar signs: St. Joseph Dispensary — House of Provi
dence— French School, directed by the Sisters of St. Vin
cent de Paul.
*
* *
On November 21, 1900, three Daughters of Charity,
came to Upper Macedonia to establish the works of their
holy Founder. Today there are seven sisters who devote
themselves in this uncultured land to the education of fifty
little girls of divers nationalities. The sisters teach only
the primary and secondary grades but their efforts are chief
ly directed toward the training of these children, a lack of
which is evident in the schools of the government. Hap
py results have already crowned the work of the sisters,
especially manifested in the respect and esteem of their
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former pupils some of whom are married and are an hon
or to the school by their exemplary conduct which has in
fluenced the best families in the city to send their children
to the French School.
But what about conversions? At present we must be
satisfied with our apostolate among the children of the
school who willingly come to the religious instructions of
the Superior of the Mission, aud who a short time ago at
tended only unchristian schools. Their respect for the Cath
olic religion is equal at least, to that which they profess
for their own; they ask permission to assist at the services
of the Church, so impressive by the silence and recollec
tion observed thereat, and a large number of our pupils are
indeed Catholic at heart. Lately, while crossing a street
a child picked up a rosary and when asked by her mother
why she did so, replied: “ I do not wish it to be profaned/7
and she brought it carefully to the school.
One of our former pupils, married to a lawyer in Bulgaria,
comes every Sunday with her husband to the Cathedral of
Sophia and hopes to be able to join the Church, a step she
had not the courage to take before her marriage so great
was her fear of displeasing her parents.
So much for the school; we will now speak of the dis
pensary. Some remarkable cures have secured for the sis
ters a widespread reputation even as far as Upper Albania.
The following incident is worth mentioning.
A Turkish soldier who had been shot, presented himself
to the surgeon to have the ball extracted. The latter who
was not able to locate the ball had recourse to the X rays
but with no better result and he put off the case. The poor
man continued to suffer much and at last came to the dis
pensary for an operation which was most successful. De
lighted, the soldier spread the story through the barracks
and soon the news reached Constantinople where it reflect
ed on the medical staff of the garrison at Monastir. In
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AT THE CONSECRATION OF Mgr CICERI, CHUI-CHIANG (Ch in e ) 1908.

M. Ma r t in (Joseph); 2, M. Ve r r ie r e (Louis) ; 3. M. Do me r g u e (Eloi) ; 4. M. R e y me r s (Thdodore) ; 5. M. Br u l a n t
6. M. Mo n t e il (Paul); 7. M. Liou, secular priest; 8. M. Le f e b v r e (Emile); 9. M. P e r e s (Jean);
10 M. Da u v e r c h a in (Francois); 11. M. Du c o u l o mb ie r ; 12. Br. Ba r r ie r e ; 13. Mgr J a r l in ; 14. Mgr Vic;
15. Mgr Cic e r i ; 16. Mgr Co q s e t ; 17. Mgr F e r r a n t ; 18, M. Gu il l o u x .

(Albert);
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vestigation was made and the surgeons were suspended for a
year. What has appeared very extraordinary to us is, that
the sisters were treated with consideration by the medical
staff thus disgraced.
A visit to the dispensary when work is in progress pre
sents an interesting sight. The benches are occupied by
patients awaiting their turn for treatment. Scarcely is this
number attended to, than others take their place, and to this
application of remedies for every disease, the sisters give
four hours, daily. It is recorded that an annual average of
thirty thousand sick has been treated at the dispensary.
There is only one drawback to the charitable work of the
sisters — the necessity of a surgical apparatus for the more
serious cases where experienced skill is necessary as a simple
dressing gives only temporary relief. In this difficulty the
sister refers the patient to the surgeon but then comes the
answer: “You know, Sister, we have no money.” Sometimes
the Sister Servant is able to furnish the required amount
The surgeon who.is a charitable man is willing to give his
services free were there proper accommodations at the dis
pensary.
The operating room has lately been annexed to the dis
pensary but it has not yet been furnished with instruments
and a sterilizing apparatus, indispensable for work.
This is certainly an opportunity to exercise charity and
we hope that contributions may be forthcoming for the re
lief of the sick poor who must have their health to gain a
livelihood.
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ASIA
CHINA
The following information appeared in the Mission®
eatholiques, June 19, 1908.
Ch in a .—The imperial edict under date of March 15, 1899, determining
the relations between the Chinese government and the Catholic clergy and
Of which we gave the text in the Missions catKoliques of May the nineteenth,
has been abrogated by another imperial edict of April 10, 1908.
The Comite de V Asie publishes the following: “As it may be recalled,
after the proclamation of the edict of March 15, 1899, sanctioning the mem
oir of the Tsong-li-yamen which claimed an official rank for the Catholic
missionaries, the Protestant missionaries assembled in a conference on Oc
tober nineteenth, refused to accept any equality of rank with the officials
of the imperial government.
On the other hand, England had protested, August 1, 1899, against the
custom adopted through regulations made between Bishop Favier and the
deputy of the Tsong-li-yamen, which tended to establish it in the Catholic
protectorate of France with regard to missionaries. On this same day, the
English representative at Pekin addressed the following communication to
the Tsong-li-yamen :
The Clause iv. declares that in grave cases, wherein Catholic missionaries
are interested, the bishops and priests must address themselves to the min
ister charged by the Pope for the protection of the missionaries, or to the
consul, to treat of affairs with the Tsong-li-yamen, or with the local gov
ernment. I have received instructions from Lord Salisbury to inform the
Chinese government that whatever concerns the bishops and priests who
are British subjects, that His Majesty, the King, will not permit that their
affairs be submitted to ministers of government other than the British min
ister, unless it be with the consent of the diplomatic representative of His
Majesty, in particular cases.”

The foregoing is a simple item of information. We will
later on, give further details that will most probably bear
Upon the question.
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NORTH TCHE-LY
Letter from Rev. H. Ce n y , Priest of the Mission.
Shu-Kwo-Tchoang, May 11, 1908.

Bishop Jarlin had promised to build a church for the
Christians of this village to replace the first which is fall
ing into ruins. This year we decided to erect the church
and now during the hot season we must busy ourselves with
many things-the like of which is not dreamed of in Francefor here one must superintend the minutest details. Fortu
nately, my confrere, Father Begassat, who was with me at
St. Lazare, is an expert carpenter, and without too great an
outlay,we expect to put up a respectable looking edifice with
a capacity for at least eight hundred Christians. The church
and residence are to be located on the great road from
Pekin to Chantong; thus the numerous passers-by will be
given an opportunity of seeing that the Catholic religion is
progressing in the country.
It is indeed visible that the finger of God is here; the
flocks are gathered in large numbers into the fold, but there
is a deplorable scarcity of shepherds. In a few days I shall
forward the following report to Pekin:
Conversions and baptisms of adults.............................. 3 580
Baptisms of jiagan children...................................... .'
250
Baptisms of pagan children in articulo mortis . . . 420
Total number of Christians......................................... T 000
Villages in which we give missions..........................
86

All these Christians are dispersed among three prefect
ures extending 37 miles north to south, and about the same
from east to west. Although we are three French Mission
aries, we have no spare time and our own little corner is
not the only field to be cultivated for our co-laborers are as
busy as we are. The same urgent need for missionaries is
felt throughout the country.
Henry Ce n y .
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TCHE-KIANG
In the Missions catholiques of June 19, 1908, we read:

Sister Faure, Daughter of Charity, Sister Servant of the
hospital at Tso-Fou-Pang, on April 29, 1908, writes:
In my many and pressing needs 1 naturally turn to those
charitable persons who are always happy to help the Mis
sions. Here we have just bridged over an anxious period.
The sub-prefecture of Hia-Shing is overrun with secret so
cieties whose membership is computed to be about 10 000.
These adepts in brigandage are indulging in all kinds of
depredations. When they arrive in a village, they imme
diately take information of the wealthiest families, capture
the chiefs and release them only on payment of a heavy
ransom. At other times, they enter homes; knife in hand
to alarm the inmates to flight, gather all they can, then
pillage and set fire to whatever remains.
At the start, these societies had promised that they would
not molest European establishments. We felt, therefore, se
cure against all harm, when to our surprise a few weeks ago
several chapels and residences of missionaries were pillaged
and burned. About twenty-four miles from our orphanage
toward eleven o’clock at night, a chapel and residence new
ly erected were set on fire with petroleum stolen from the
stores in the neighborhood. An hour sufficed to destroy
the work of several months and there remains not a vestige
of the buildings. Having accomplished their fiendish task,
the wretches withdrew declaring that the next day they
would proceed to Tso-Fou-Pang.
As was supposed, a general panic ensued and through the
day all fled seeking some place of safety. The situation
was becoming so alarming that with the advice of our Mis
sionary we prepared to leave the orphanage. Part of the
day was spent placing our hundred children of the Holy
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Childhood among reliable families with promise of a suitable
reward, then we sought to dispose of the old people, and
the sick were sent back to their homes. A number of in
firm were suddenly restored to health, so great was the
shock. Hastily gathering the most valuable of our posses
sions we donned our Chinese costumes and at eight o’clock
favored by the darkness of the night, in deep silence, we
took boat for a neighboring village. How describe that
awful night! The stillness broken only by the sound of
the tam-tam, whilst we could perceive in the distance the
glare of the devouring flames, rising to the skies and con
suming our establishment. At least we supposed this, for
as the future proved our apprehensions were not justified.
The Sacred Heart was watching over our Mission and the
next day we were able to return home; the fire had destroyed
a hamlet situated about half a mile from the orphanage.
In the meantime, Bishop Reynaud passing through TsoFou-Pang to administer Confirmation in his diocese, decid
ed our departure for Shang-Hai’ and by his influence obtained
from the mandarins a body of militia to guard our chapels
and houses. We were, however, permitted to return again
to the Mission where we found to our great joy and conso
lation all our children assembled. But what indescribable
disorder! It required no less than fifteen days to restore us
ual routine. Our guard of fifty soldiers are lodged in one of
our large wards. This is most inconvenient as patients come
to us daily. We must, however, accommodate this indis
pensable guard as a protection so that our labors among the
poor may not be hampered.

5
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SYRIA
Letter from Rev. George Yo'UNES, Priest of the Mission,
to Very Rev. A. Fia t , Superior General.
Broumana, May 30, 1908.

Our dear confrere, Father Chiniara, is now on a journey
which affords him occasions of studying in these parts the
needs of the people — for we of course give preference to
the places where the calls for the ministry are the most
urgent and necessary; he has confided to me the pleasure
and duty of giving you an account of our last mission.
Father Chiniara was awaiting a favorable opportunity to
open missions at Bourge and at Brageni and during the
present year the occasion presented itself. Monday, March
the second, first day of Lent on the Greek calendar, was
assigned for the opening of the mission at Bourge. An un
happy circumstance that I feared might retard the work,
was that Father Chiniara had a fall obliging him to rest for
several days. The opening of the mission was, however,
delayed only one day as he sent me to direct the exercises.
Bourge is a large village with a population of nearly three
thousand souls, of whom fifteen hundred are Maronites, a
few Greek schismatics, and more than one thousand Metoualis (a people in point of fact with no religious tenet). Sit
uated in a plain and distant about an hour’s walk from
Beyroot, this village enjoys from a material standpoint
many advantages. The people are in easy circumstances,
the soil, very fertile, and the natural scenery, charming; but
considering its spiritual condition, its poverty is distressing.
The Catholic villagers are divided into two parishes at
variance; this is all the more marked as their respective
churches are very near each other. The origin of this dis
cord is a long-standing dispute which time has little modPublished by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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ified and the baneful influence of which is still felt. More
over, to make matters worse, one of the pastors is an invalid
for the last fifteen months and no substitute has been pro
vided, so that his flock is completely abandoned and de
prived of Holy Mass at times even on Sunday. There is no
religious instruction and on leaving school the children are
left to themselves, consequently, they scarcely know their
prayers. Gradually they fall away and appear to think of
only one obligation that of attending Mass on Sunday. In
the other parish, things are not very promising.
The sisters have a fine house at Bourge and devote them
selves to their work as true Daughters of Charity, but their
influence is rather restricted as it not unfrequently happens
that parents refuse to allow the children to come to school,
or to assist at the catechetical instruction on Sunday under
pretext that their mothers have need of them at home. The
sisters are not discouraged, they labor for a good cause and
tbe reward will surely come.
Such was the condition of Bourge when the mission
started.
On the first day the attendance was remarkably large.
The people of Lebanon, and especially the Maronites, pre
serve some remnant of the old faith which though appar
ently dead is quickly revived, and to accomplish this re
suscitation requires only a little persuasion. The ready
response to the invitation by so large a number of Catholics
was to us an agreeable surprise and our hopes rose high; but
alas! we were soon undeceived and realized that the good
seed must sink into the ground before it may bring forth
fruit; we were, in many cases sowing in hearts cold and
indifferent and the number who approached the sacraments
during the mission was certainly in the minority. This
slow progress far from discouraging us, only prompted
“onward and upward” and God was pleased to reward
our labor by a gradual improvement which was finally
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crowned by a fair success, for at the close of the mission
the number of Communions was over a thousand. The
following numbers are given approximately:
Men...................................................400
Women..............................................550
First communicants.......................... 92
Total ....

1042

As neither of the two chapels could accommodate all the
people we decided to make use of both at the same time:
one for the men and the other for the women. This was
a providential dispensation which dissipated the long ex
isting feud and reestablished in all hearts the reign of peace
and concord. Father Chianiara was also inspired with a
happy project which he carried into execution. He erected
an altar here in an open square on Sundays and festivals,
and celebrated Holy Mass according to the Maronite rite,
thus the people were collected into one congregation. This
ceremony was followed by a sermon from our dear confrere
whose clear and powerful voice reached every one present.
The mission was indeed a most important event in its suc
cessful issue, and its closing must be made becomingly im
pressive. Father Chiniara had foreseen everything and ex
tended invitations to his Grace, the Maronite Archbishop of
Beyroot, to His Excellency, the Governor of Lebanon, to
our own Visitor of the Province, and also to the most dis
tinguished persons of the adjacent villages.
Palm Sunday, the closing day dawned, and the gov
ernor unable to attend sent a deputy accompanied by a
staff of seven soldiers; the Archbishop unfortunately, was
kept at home by important business but all the other invit
ed guests had cordially responded.
Two repositories were erected and toward three o’clock
in the afternoon the procession left the church. An im
mense conpourse of people chanting canticles filed out in
perfect order. The canopy was parried by four priests
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in full vestments and the officer and soldiers delegated by
the governor formed a guard of honor around the Blessed
Sacrament. This was a beautiful spectacle in this land
where the like solemnity is but rarely seen. After a long
walk we reached the first repository and I seized this halt
to take the snap shot mailed with this letter.
The Benediction was given according to the Maronite rite.
Father Chiniara ascended a terrace and addressed the people.
At the end of his discourse a cry was heard: “ Long live
France!” and simultaneously a musket shot rang through the
air. This was the act of one of the soldiers who when the Osten sorium was raised, saluted again. The officer reproved
him and tried to take away his musket telling him : “You are'
escorting the Cross and have nothing to do with the Blessed
Sacrament.” To which the soldier replied : “What difference
is there between the God of the Cross and the God of the
of the Sacred Host. The one and the other are God to me.”
This little incident fortunately had no unhappy results.
The second Benediction was given according to the Latin
rite. The Reverend Visitor officiated and the band from the
orphanage furnished the music. The procession ended here.
We were visibly protected by Heaven. During the morn
ing and part of the afternoon the sun was scorching but as
soon as the procession set out a few clouds appeared and
shielded us from the burning rays. A lasting impression
has been made by the closing ceremonies which are unani
mously eulogized and the people declare they have never
seen so grand a sight.
I cannot close this long letter without expressing my
gratitude toward the sisters whose cordial and disinterested
cooperation was most helpful. We cannot too highly
praise their generosity in our regard.
Believe me, respectfully etc.,
G. Yo u n e s .
5*
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PERSIA
Letter from Right Rev. F. Le s n e , Apostolic Delegate to
Persia, to Very Rev. A. Fia t , Superior General.
Urmia, Persia, June 15, 1908.

A few days ago when I communicated to you my fears
occasioned by the recent troubles, the outcome of the inva
sion of the country by the Turks, I did not fully realize the
gravity of the situation nor expect so speedy an increase of
difficulties.
In the month of August 1907, the Ottoman soldiers took
possession of several villages in the mountainous district;
our Christians were forced to flee, abandoning all their prop
erty into the hands of the invaders, and things remained
unsettled through the fall and winter. When springtime
came, however, the Ottomans determining to advance far
ther into the country, incited the Kurds to depredations on
the public roads where they waylaid and murdered travel
ers. They were further urged to sack and pillage the neigh
boring villages especially those of Christian settlement.
These Kurds, veritable brigands hardly controlled in time
of peatfe, ask nothing better than to ally themselves with
the Turks in their schemes of plunder and do not hesitate
to put all in their way to fire and sword. At the start, this
abominable work took place under cover, at different inter
vals, sometimes several days and even a week elapsing be
tween the attacks, but at the present writing each day brings
a new disaster. My last letter to you was just posted when
I learned of the successive pillage of several Christian vil
lages. Many outrages were committed and even children
were massacred; in some places the wretches to rid them
selves of the, little ones threw them into the river where
they perished. This happened four days ago at Barbari a
village, distant of only a few hours’ journey from Urmia,
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the population of which is in the majority, Catholic. The
church was partly damaged, the pastor escaped death by
swimming across the river and hiding in the woods on the
opposite bank. Some of the villagers who took to flight,
reached here in a lamentable condition, half naked and
starved. From all parts these poor wretches could be seen
on the road to the city carrying whatever they were able to
save from the plunderers.
In the midst of these calamitous times, in my anxiety, I
wonder what will become of us. We are almost destitute
of means having distributed in alms all we had during these
years of famine aud misery! For several years, I have con
tinued to knock at every door, and now to whom to address
myself I know not. It rs impossible to remain silent when
I behold the pitiable condition of those Christians so dear
to me. Once more I appeal to you, begging that in your
sympathy you solicit aid in our behalf from charitable per
sons and if you judge it necessary even publish our dire
distress.
As the mail system is very unreliable here, I register this
letter with greater assurance that it may reach you safe.
Begging the assistance of your prayers for the Mission and
the Missionaries, I am etc.,
>F F. Le s n e , C. M.,
Apostolic Delegate to Persia

Letter from Per. A. Ch a t e LET, Priest of the Mission, to
Right Rev. F. Le s n e , Apostolic Delegate to Persia.
I have the honor to send your Lordship, the report de
manded but I am grieved at the lamentable record of
events in the plain of Urmia about which I am obliged to
write.
To form a better idea of these disastrous times we must
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retrace those of August 1907, as the former are but the
consequence of the latter.
In August 1907, after the defeat of the Persian forces,
the Kurds encouraged by the Turkish regular artillery, took
possession of Mavana, pillaged the village and committed
several murders. Our church was not spared although the
Turkish officials have since taken special measures to in
sure its preservation, yet it has been despoiled of its fur
nishings and ornaments by those notorious robbers. From
that time the Ottomans held possession of the mountain
ous district, roving from one place to another and they
have after this manner gone over the Persian territory and
advanced as far as Bend, a journey of an hour and a half
from Urmia.
All this called at once for relief, and a commission was
organized composed of representatives from Persia and
Turkey. Toward the close of December, the Persian com
missioners having at their head His Excellency, Motachamel-Saltaneh, came to Urmia to await the arrival of the
Turkish commissioners who made their appearance only
one month later under the leadership of Taher Pacha.
Discussions lasted the entire month of February and as us
ual resulted in nothing definite. The Persians were un
willing to be robbed and the Turks refused to abandon
their stations favorable to their schemes. Evidently, the
former are in the right; they were the peaceful and legiti
mate possessors of Mugavar, Tugavar, and Barandouz for
many years. But to the latter what is “right against
might?” In short the Ottoman commissioners in the be
ginning of March returned home apparently dissatisfied
with the proceedings of the meeting, and they did not hes
itate to show their displeasure. Scarcely had they reached
the frontiers when the Kurds resumed their depredations
with greater violence and cruelty. The consequence is easily
drawn.
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Ikiaghatch, were pillaged by these barbarous hordes.
There was no assurance of safety on the road from Urmia to
Khosrovah; all the caravans were attacked and plundered.
Business was suspended and commercial relations cut off
between the two cities. The Christian village of fiahim
Abad (Tazarkiende) belonging to the chief of the Persian cossacks was attacked and sacked during the night; the broth
er of our priest there being killed after a brave defenseOn the other side of Urmia the bandits commanded by
Mohammed Bey, took possession of the villages in the
plain of Barandouz, acting therein as absolute masters.
During two months a reign of terror continued — prop
erty, flocks, men, nothing was respected. Each day brought
with it new massacres, new pillages. There was bloodshed
everywhere, to the very gates of the city. Villagers came
in crowds seeking an asylum for their families aud flocks
and whatever they contrived to snatch from the greed of
the Kurds.
The Persian government up to this time, too weak to
arrest the progress of these bandits, only made a passive
resistance. True, an effort was made to defend the citadel
of Dole on the border of the lake. A few soldiers had been
sent to the agha of the village, but this had not intimidated
the Kurds, superior in number and courage, who soon dis
persed these improvised troops, more in name than in deed.
The governor of Urmia was indeed fully aware that the
Kurds were upheld by a power whose influence was illdisguised, and he was absolutely powerless to oppose it.
Such was the state of affairs, when on the eighteenth of
May, towards ten o’clock at night, the Kurds under the
chief Mohammed Bey, fell on the Christian village of Chamchadjian. The people had called in some of the mount
aineers of Mavana accustomed to defend themselves against
the Kurds. As soon as the enemy approached, these brave
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men retreated behind barricades raised above the roofs of
the houses; here three mountaineers armed with miserable
shotguns and assisted by five or six villagers kept sixty
Kurds at bay during four hours. The last were well armed
and hidden among the tall poplars on the borders of the
village. The people in their distress took refuge in the
church whither they rushed in panic, and under a shower
of balls, made their way to the ladders that lead to the
terrace. There were nine wounded, and six killed: three
men, one woman, and two young girls. The ammunition of
the mountaineers was about used and they also retreated
toward the church where the people in terror awaited the
coming of the Kurds. Our Immaculate Mother, patroness
of our church, who on several occasions manifested a spe
cial protection over these poor people, once again saved
them from harm. Had the Kurds, who counted several
killed, one a near relative of the chief, gone to the church,
there would have been a terrible massacre as only a hand
ful of shot remained. The bandits, however, contented
themselves with pillaging fifteen houses, plundering the
cattle and toward three o’clock in the morning withdrew
carrying off their dead and wounded.
On receiving intelligence of this last attack, the Mission
aries from the American, English, French, and Russian
missions held a meeting at the Russian consulate, and in
presence of the Russian consul discussed the proper meas
ures to be adopted for putting an end to the depredations
of the Kurds. It was decided that a request be made His Ex
cellency, Motacham-el-Saltaneh, to arrest Mohammed Bey,
chief of the Kurds, and to garrison the four Christian vil
lages : namely—Dezza-Tekia, which had succeeded in check
ing the progress of the bandits, Ardichai, Chamchadjian, and
Gutapa; the Christians living in smaller unprotected vilages in case of danger, could on being forewarned, come
to the fortified villages. Each of these being provided with
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a guard from Mavana all would unite their forces at the place
of attack. On the advice of the English consul, the Mis
sionaries waited on His Excellency, Motacham-el-Saltaneh.
The governor, a high spirited man of superior intelli
gence, informed the Missionaries at once that Mohammed
Bey had been killed the preceding night by his own brother.
This was a true statement. To the second demand, His
Excellency promised to do all in his power to help them,
placing himself at the disposal of the Missionaries to aid in
the defense of the Christians. He, however, frankly ad
mitted his inability to fight the Kurds and this with good
reason, for these hordes are actually under the Turks and
their bold marauding is due to the power behind them — the
Ottoman Porte. The phrasing of the telegram to be sent
in case of grave danger by each mission to its respective
minister at Teheran, was agreed, upon. This message con
tained an appeal to the government for speedy negotiation
with the Ottoman Porte as the situation was perilous. You
know, my Lord, the prompt consideration given the tele
gram sent by you to Mr. de Lamartiniere who immediately
transmitted it to Paris.
In the meantime on June the eighth, Taher Pacha and
the other members of the Turkish commission came back
to Urmia. This arrival was the occasion of new trouble.
Tamer Bey, chief of the Kurds cantoned at Bend, threat
ened to turn off the water supply unless a payment of 400
tomans (a toman is worth two dollars) was made him. He
placed a ransom on all the farmers and millers and began
carrying out his threats by turning the course of the small
river which supplies the village of Singhar and part of the
water works of the city. On the representation of the Rus
sian consul, Taher Pacha dispatched two servants to ac
company the soldiers sent by His Excellency, Motachamel-Saltaneh, to turn the course of the rivers into their prop
er channels.
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In the direction of the river Barandouz, depredations
were violently resumed. During the night of June the
tenth, the tribes of Osman Bey and Sed Hussein, re
inforced by a number of Kurds, strangers to the people of
this place, sacked all the Christian villages of Babaroud.
The people of these villages relying on the promise of the
Kurds, believed themselves in security as they bad had
their names inscribed as Ottoman subjects. One morning
as the women of the Kurds were carrying the booty to the
mountain, the men more than six hundred in number, fell
on Ardichai and Tekia, large Christian villages, rich in
cattle and situated about an hour’s journey from Barbaroud. The former had surrendered to the Turks through
the Kurds but the latter made a stout resistance having se
cured seven mountaineers of Baloulan and Kourana, vil
lages in the neighborhood of Mavana. The people were leav
ing the church when the advanced guard of Ardichai caught
sight of the Kurds coming toward them on the open plain.
This village, fortunately, is surrounded with deep marshes
most dangerous for those unacquainted with the country,
and the villagers hastily intrenching themselves behind the
wall of a vineyard, met tbe enemy with so vigorous a
volley of balls that several fell dead. The bodies were laid
aside by their comrades who continued to advance. Fear
ing to be cut off from the village the men retreated, not
however, before firing a second volley which shot down
several other bandits. Being at length overcome by the
number, the people of Ardichai were forced to take refuge
in Tekia a short distance from the village. The Kurds then
reached Ardichai, pillaging and destroying everything; a
horseman coming toward Tekia was killed. However, a
small detachment held firm against the enemy and protected
a part of Ardichai from ruin. A young man armed with
only a stick, struck a Kurd who was trying to climb to the
roof of a house. He fell to the ground; the young man
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jumped down and seizing his musket soon dispatched him
and killed another bandit who was hurrying off with some
booty. In the meanwhile, the mountaineers who had pro
tected the transfer of the cattle from Ardichai to Tekia, re
turned again to the first village and centering their forces
on the only available road took up their position on the
edge of the marshes where up to their knees in the mud
they awaited the coming of the enemy. The latter ap
peared with their booty consisting of all the provisions and
utensils they had gathered and driving before them the
stolen cattle. The brave mountaineers fired and the sight
presented resembled a veritable hecatomb. The Kurds
dropped everything and took to flight. It is a sacred cus
tom with them not to leave their dead in the hands of the
enemy, but in this instance the number of the slain was too
great and fourteen bodies remained in the marshes. A Kurd
of Ouchnouk said: “ Had there been ten more mountaineers,
not one of the Kurds would have escaped.” It is ascer
tained that over fifty were killed in this skirmish, but so se
verely did these bandits resent this loss that they revenged
themselves by additional cruelties on returning to Baba
roud. In the village of Ardachai fourteen bodies of Kurds
were found and on our passage through the villages we saw
several bodies lying in the marshes nearly all devoured by
dogs and another that we rescued from a wild cat. The peo
ple of the. city having fled some of the bodies remained un
buried. It is supposed that the different tribes had contrived
to come together, for the tribe of the late chief Mohammed
Bey, fell in an ambush of the Manavians while passing by
Chamchudjian in which they lost seventeen men. These de
feats were the most severe ever encountered by the Kurds
and what is most extraordinary they never succeeded in
killing even one of their adversaries; only a mountaineer
was slightly wounded in the leg. The fury of the bandits
was without bounds.
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When they reaehed Babaroud, they fell mercilessly on the
inhabitants whom they had pillaged the preceding night.
The panic was terrible. All fled in every direction through
the vineyards and fields and the Kurds chased the people
toward the river into which they precipitated all that came
that wTay. Many accustomed to swimming were saved. Our
priest who had taken refuge in the school, a high building,
by means of a rope reached the ground and was about to
plunge into the river when a Kurd stopped him. Having
secured his clothes he was preparing to kill him, when the
priest catching the Kurd by the arm made the bandit swear
by solemn oath that he would spare him. The man did so
and said to him : “We have strict orders to kill thee but
as I have sworn, throw thyself into the river.” As the
priest did so, the Kurd fired sideways in order to protect
himself from the chiefs. This Reverend Father succeeded
in finding us, but what was his condition! He is now, how
ever, safe and sound.
The Kurds in a rage returned once more to the village
where they put the finishing touch to their fiendish work.
Whatever remained from the night’s pillage was gathered
and carried away. Theearthern jars used by the people to
store away provisions were broken to atoms and the con
tents were scattered here and there. The nepoukuto a kind
of raisin was spread over the ground mingled with the blood
of an Armenian who had been killed without mercy. Our
church was sacked and the sacred pictures destroyed; the
Russian church was found in the same condition.
The two villages of Babaroud and Sularoud are but
heaps of ruins and nothing is left to these poor people who
have lost home and cattle.
When the news reached Urmia it caused a general con
sternation and this was increased by the arrival of the peo
ple who came half starved and in rags, still trembling, so
great was their terror of the Kurds. It was supposed at
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first that about eighty persons were missing and the sight
of this strange assemblage was heartrending as all were
trying to find the missing; one a father, another a mother,
sister, or brother. Fortunately, there were after all only
nine deaths.
The Missionaries of the different nationalities immedi
ately held a meeting to provide for these people. A com
mittee was organized for the distribution of provisions, then
the measures to be taken against the Kurds were discussed.
On the express request of the English and Russian consuls,
with the approbation of His Excellency, Motacham-el-Sal
taneh, it declared to Taher Pacha that he was responsible for
the existing troubles as the Kurds were subject to the Turks
being inhabitants of the mountain district occupied by Otto
man troops. This declaration had a prompt and beneficial
effect. An order from the Turkish general at Mavana re
called the Kurds to their villages and their chiefs to Mav
ana, where the general in his turn took care to plunder them.
On their part the Missionaries have obtained the assis
tance of Persian soldiers for certain localities as well as
arms and ammunition for several Christian villages and
we now enjoy a period of comparative peace and tranquil
lity. It would be unwise to believe that we are secure from
all danger. The Persian soldiers may follow their timehonored custom and destroy what little was spared by the
Kurds. The high price of articles resulting from the three
years of sterility and the pillages of the Kurds have reduced
our villages of Barandouz to extreme destitution. Our
Christians are without food or clothing; they are covered
with rags. They have no working implements and look
to us for help. And if their condition here is at present
so pitiable what shall it be during the coming winter? The
sectarian missions are better provided but we sincerely hope
that the Catholics from all parts will heed our appeal for
their suffering brethren in Christ. May their generous alms
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permit us to evidence the truth that we are indeed, disciples
of Jesus Christ who while on earth always compassionated
the unfortunate.
I have the honor to remain, my Lord, with profound
respect,
Your obedient and humble servant,
A. Ch a t e LET,
Lazarist Missionary.
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AFRICA
ALGERIA
KOUBA
TRANSFER OF THE REMAINS OF THE REV. JOSEPH GIRARD, PRIEST
OF THE MISSION, FIRST SUPERIOR OF THE SEMINARY OF KOUBA.

The law of Separation of Church and State pro.mulgated
in France in 1905, took effect in Algeria in 1908, and the
State consequently appropriated the property of the Eccle
siastical Seminary at Kouba.
There appeared in the Annales (t. x l i v ., pp. 398, 440),
a biographical sketch of Rev. Joseph Girard, Lazarist Mis
sionary, first Superior of the Seminary of Algiers, a man
of eminent virtue and distinguished among the clergy of
that city.
Rev. Joseph Girard died in 1879, and was buried in the
chapel of the Seminary of Kouba. When this property
passed into the hands of the government, it was judged
necessary to transfer the remains to the vault of the Priests
of the Mission in the cemetery of Kouba. The details of
the ceremony were published in the Semaine religieuse of
the diocese of Algiers, July 19, 1908. We reproduce this
article almost in its entirety.
*
It was on Monday, July the sixth, at two o’clock in the
afternoon, that the exhumation of the remains of Rev. Jo
seph Girard, took place.
After placing the casket in the sanctuary at the foot of the
altar erected by him, the steps of which he had so often as
cended, simultaneously all present, priests, religious, and
6
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workmen, knelt and, with hearts deeply moved and eyes
tilled with tears, recited the De profundis.
At that moment with our kind father in our midst, all
the past unfolded itself before us; we saw once more, him
who so unselfishly devoted himself to the people of Kouba,
and for a few moments we continued kneeling near the cas
ket, in deep sentiments of gratitude and love. Lights were
then brought in and placed in the sanctuary where the body
remained in state until the following morning.
*
* *
On the morning of Thursday, July the ninth, there was
an unusual stir in the village of Kouba. At an early hour,
the street cars from Algiers to Kouba were crowded with
passengers whose recollected demeanor was expressive of
a solemn occasion. It was indeed, the renewal of a loss
that had been mourned by the entire community in wThose
midst Father Girard had left the example of heroic virtues.
The subdued crowd on leaving the cars proceeded up the
hill toward the Seminary. If words were quietly inter
changed, these were well-deserved praises of our dear de
parted. When the ceremony began, the crowded chapel
presented a most touching spectacle. Holy Mass was offered
for him who had consecrated his life to the Divine Master
and devoted many years to the formation of those destined
to carry on the work of the apostolate. There are now
over sixty priests claiming Father Girard as their Director
and each in his appointed office of canon, religious, pastor,
vicar, implores the divine mercy in behalf of his spiritual
father.
The catafalque had been placed in the sanctuary; the side
stalls were already occupied by his former pupils to whom
the kind Director had always given lessons of humility
and abandonment to Divine Providence: exemplar et totius
forma gregis. And this for thirty-one years (1848-1879)
during which he was in charge of the Seminary.
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The stalls facing the catafalque were occupied by his
confreres, the Priests of the Mission, among whom was a
venerable African priest, one of the first pupils of Father
Girard at the time when the Seminary was transferred from
St. Philomena Street to Kouba,
The successors of Father Girard inherited his zeal and
devotion for the work of the Seminary; his example gave
them a noble impulse and they manifested the same attach
ment for the clergy, encouraging and sustaining their ef
forts in the arduous work of the ministry.
There was also present a number of the Sisters of Char
ity whose establishment in Algeria is due to Father Girard.
They were useful auxiliaries to the pastors at the time of
the organizing of the different parishes and it was indeed,
most fitting that they should have a place among those who
mourned this beloved father and friend.
In the galleries were the people of Kouba including sev
eral of the workmen employed by Father Girard in the
construction of the Seminary. Among the assistants were
members of distinguished families who revere his memory.
The large congregation would have been further increased
had all his friends been able to attend. One of them wrote:
“What a consolation it would afford me to be present at
the funeral ceremony of Father Girard. I shall be there in
spirit and place at the feet of our beloved Director the trib
ute of my esteem and gratitude while I recall the salutary
lessons taught me in the Seminary by this kind father.”
Holy Mass began precisely at nine o’clock. Canon Cornud,
Vicar General, was celebrant and he was assisted by Canon
Tessier, Secretary General to the Archbishop, and Abbe
Ravaille, Titular Canon. Rev. Father Gouton,Vicar Forane
of Tizi Ouzou, was master of ceremonies and Canon Piquemal, pastor of Blida, director of the choir with Abbe Bado
as organist.
The services over, the procession marched from the
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church to the cemetery — the clergy leading and the people
following. Father Tessier conducted the funeral services
at the grave surrounded by the clergy. How consoling
rose the closing words: Ego sum resurreotio et vita!
But in the meantime, this occasion has recalled the mem
ory of the virtues of this model priest and there is question
of a movement toward placing him among the Blessed on
our altars. As a prevision for this happy event, it was
judged advisable not to open the leaden coffin but to place
it in a wooden casket on which is a brass plate with the
date of transfer.
On returning from the cemetery the clergy assembled in
the Seminary where the Reverend Fathers Cornud, Finateu,
Piquemal, etc. etc., entertained one another at dinner by
narrating the edifying incidents of the life of Father Girard;
notably, that period when h^ directed the Ecclesiastical
Seminary with his indefatigable co-laborers, Fathers Dazincourt and Irland^s.
In conclusion,let us hope that the present storm may pass,
and that in the near future the Seminary of Kouba shall
reopen its doors to students for the apostolic ministry.
G. Le b o RNE.
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KOUBA, NEAR ALGIERS

ON THE LEFT, THE SEMINARY; ON THE RIGHT, THE PARISH CHURCH
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CENTRAL AMERICA
THE STORY OF A JOURNEY
IN CENTRAL AMERICA AND SOUTH AMERICA

Oc t o b e r 24, 1905-Apr i L 15, 1908
Letter from Sister Pin a t , Visitatrix, to the Most Honored
Mother Kie f e e R, Paris
Rio de Janeiro, April 15, 1908

My visitation is at last ended, and we are about to return
to our dear Mother House after a tour-not of the world, but
of a large divison of it—Central and South America.
I doubt not, Most Honored Mother, that you will join
your thanksgiving to ours for the special protection which
Sister Dutilleul, my faithful companion, and myself have
received from Divine Providence through the intercession
of St. Raphael, our chosen patron.
I have particularly observed with singular edification
during these two years and a half, the great love of all our
sisters for our dear Community ; they are deeply grateful
to our kind Superiors who in the midst of their present trials
and serious preoccupations provided for them an extraordi
nary visitation. You would be consoled, my Most Honored
Mother, and you would even rejoice in your sorrows on
beholding the good spirit of your daughters in America who
are happy and glorify God for belonging to the family
of St. Vincent de Paul.
PANAMA

Leaving Paris, October 24, 1905, under the auspices of
St. Raphael, and after a safe voyage on the Canada whose
6*
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officers were exceptionally kind to us—a prelude to the
continued protection of our special patron—we disembarked
at Colon on November the seventeenth.
The small city of Colon where our sisters have classes,
is considered the key to several of our Provinces of
America. Here our sisters have many privations to bear,
not the least of which is isolation; but the Blessed Sacrament
is reserved in their chapel only, as the Catholic Church is
in course of erection, and at the foot of the altar they find
a constant strength to accept generously their sacrifices and
thereby, draw down benedictions on their works which al
ready have produced consoling fruits.
After some days, we returned to the House of the Holy
Family in Panama where our good Sister Goeury, who
prayed to live, at least, until our arrival, was awaiting us
with her devoted companions in the community room. This
dear sister, my Most Honored Mother, was universally be
loved not only by her sisters and the poor but also by his
Lordship, the Bishop, the President of the Republic in qual
ity of friend and physician, the administrators and a number
of persons, who had consulted her, showing in this way,
their esteem for her and confidence in her ability. As
soon as the news of her death was published the mourn
ing was general throughout the city. Our Sisters ap
preciated her devotion and generosity; the Missionaries
always found in her a true friend, and all the works of
Panama owe their origin to her zeal and her love for the
Community.
There are four houses of the Daughters of Charity in
Panama. At the house of San Felipe, on the feast of our
venerated Sister Goeury, all the children of the intern and
extern classes were assembled; this occasion afforded the
opportunity of ascertaining exactly the large number of pu
pils here under the direction of our Sisters. The St. Joseph
Asylum for orphan girls experienced in the beginning many
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trials, but Divine Providence manifested a special protec
tion over this foundation from its very commencement; it
is a known fact that St, Joseph saved the building mirac
ulously from a fire which would have completely destroyed
it. The good Sister Servant seeing the flames turn in the
direction of the asylum placed a statue of St. Joseph on
the balcony and said in Spanish with a faith rather frank:
Si se qiieiiia tu casa, te quemaras elprimero. “ If the house
burns, St. Joseph, you will burn first.” At the same mo
ment the wind changed.
The other two establishments are the Hospital St. Thom
as, from which, later on, the sisters were withdrawn, and
the Bolivar Asylum established for invalids of every na
tionality.
On our first arrival in Panama, the city was undergoing
a complete reconstruction, and a special renovation in its
sanitary conditions by the Americans; some months after
when we returned to take the boat, the transformation was
all that could be desired. The captain of our vessel announced
“another Paris,”— an exaggeration, it is true, but com
paratively speaking, the improvement is astonishing and
travelers have no longer apprehensions of a city of poor
sanitation.
We left Panama on the ninth of December, and took the
steamer Peru at Boca for Guatemala. The American steam
ers are well appointed with every convenience and the sis
ters always receive thereon becoming respect and kind at
tention. This voyage, however, was quite fatiguing, owing
to the long delays at the various ports; it is true, we had
leisure to enjoy the picturesque scenery along the coast and
at the same time to be entertained, if we would, by a hun
dred comedians who indeed, did not add to our enjoyment.
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GUATEMALA

After fourteen days on the Pacific whose waters are not
always as calm as the name implies, we arrived at San Jo
se a port of Guatemala, and anchored quite a distance out.
As the sea in these parts is very heavy, in order to land
safe, you descend into a large skiff called a“launcha” by
means of a sort of primitive elevator which is raised by
pulleys; for one or two minutes you are carried out into
space with a sensation of being suspended between sky and
water; but soon you are gently deposited into the “launcha;”
this is fearfully unbalanced in the interval while awaiting
all the passengers to descend, and the tow boat to trans
port them to the quay where the same ascension takes
place for landing. Sister Roch, Visitatrix of the Province,
knew by experience the delays and unforeseen difficulties
attending the disembarking, aud not wishing that we should
suffer any anxiety, came three times to the station. What
joy we experienced on catching a glimpse of the cornette
after so long and tedious a journey ! Only for the theatrical
troop, our train would have arrived very much earlier as
it was scheduled to leave at eight o’clock, but it did not
‘ move out before midday; and along the road, thanks to
their bulky baggage, we experienced several shocks which,
however, resulted only in breaking into pieces several of
the window panes, otherwise we had no cause for alarm.
It is an ideal route of eight hours’ journey from San
Jos6 to Guatemala, by virgin forests, mountains covered
with magnificent trees, and gigantic palms entwined with
parasitical vines and surrounded with shrubbery of various
hues. Nature is here in her pristine loveliness; and in cer
tain parts where this flora is under cultivation much of the
beauty is lost; it is well-known, however, that the sublime
ruggedness of natural scenery is an effect in art.
The Sister Servants were at the station when we arrived
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in Guatemala at seven o’clock in the evening; they gave
us a cordial greeting and at the Central House a warm wel
come awaited us. It was already very late and after a vis
it to the Blessed Sacrament we retired. The following
morning we were taken through every apartment of the
Central House, which is quite large and painted white
hence, it has a very cheerful appearance; but on account
of the frequent earthquakes in these parts it is built only
in one story, the ground floor. The chapel is spacious and
well appointed, surrounded by a delightful garden which
represents well “the perpetual springtime” a name after
which Guatemala is modelled.
For a number of years all religious orders have been
banished the city and their convents are converted into
public institutions; the cornette alone finds favor and the
Daughters of Charity, respected and esteemed, can with
unrestrained freedom exercise their zeal for the poor, the
sick, the aged, the incurables, the insane, and the children.
There are more than a thousand pupils in the classes at
the Central House and the best families of the city confide
their children to the sisters to receive from them a thor
ough religious and secular education. Some of the children
are prepared for their First Communion by the sisters as
unfortunately, there are no catechism classes in the parishes.
During our visit we were edified at the admirable behav
ior of the extern Children of Mary while making their
retreat. The greater number of these young girls are in
service and they made great sacrifices not to lose any of
the exercises; they saved from their earnings to pay a sub
stitute in their place of employment as they were lodged
and boarded at the Central House. We had the pleasure
to serve them, and all was conducted in perfect order.
The same favor is extended to the members of the As
sociation of the Sacred Heart, who come to the Central
House during the three days of the carnival in order to
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make reparation to our Lord; and if they are not as nu
merous as the Children of Mary, they are not less edify
ing. The Association of the Ladies of Charity for the
poor sick works to advantage; these ladies rent a small
house in which they provide for several aged women.
The Lazarists are in Guatemala but like all other priests
they do not wear the cassock on the street. They have
charge of the Hospital St. John of God where much good
is done.
On February 3, 1906, at six o’clock in the morning, we
left Guatemala for Antigua, which we reached at two o’clock
in the afternoon. The Daughters of Charity have two
houses here, an hospital, and the Providence Orphanage.
We traveled in a small coach drawn by four mules. The
road is rough consequently unpleasant but the beauty of
the environments compensated us for the tediousness of the
journey.
Antigua, the former capital of the province, was the sec
ond city built by the Spaniards. It is today a place of ruins
having been the theatre of several earthquakes and inun
dations. Of the sixty-five churches which existed formerly
only the ruins of five remain. After the disasters, valuable
ornaments were gathered from beneath the debris, such as
altars of solid silver, very curious, antique paintings. There
is behind the altar in an ancient church of the Capuchins,
a fountain from which escapes a red jet at the moment
of the Elevation, symbolic of the Blood of our Sav
iour falling on souls. We saw the tree under which the
first Mass was said by a Spanish priest. There is a num
ber of miraculous statues of the Infant Jesus for whom the
Indians profess a touching and simple devotion, and it is
not rare to see entire families on their knees before the
statue, holding lights and continuing thus until the candles
are consumed. At another time it is a mother who raises
her hands, imploring the divine benedictions on her child,
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aud then joining her hands rests them on his head as if to
apply the blessing. Elsewhere it is a household in discord;
the husband coming first, holding a waxlight, tells in aloud
voice his grievances against his wife, near by; in her turn she
comes, and kneeling down, opens her heart. Peace follows.
The miraculous statue of the Infant Jesus of San Felipe
is the most honored by the number of pilgrims who resort
to the shrine, and that He may not forget their requests, it
is customary to attach a flower, a piece of cord or wool to
the Communion step which is carpeted with mementos.
All this manifests the religious instinct of these brave na
tives and also the urgent need of evangelical laborers among
them, as here the greatest evil is ignorance.
Sister Monnier, Sister Servant of the hospital, received
us most cordially. She has since gone to receive the eter
nal reward for her zeal and devotion in the care of the poor
and the sick.
Having returned to Guatemala on the thirteenth of Feb
ruary, two days after we took the morning train for Quezaltenaugo and arrived at San Felipe at six o’clock in the
evening. Here we found Sister Thouluc who, notwithstand
ing her eighty years, came half way to meet us; she had
already engaged two rooms at the hotel. As we had a long
journey before us it was necessary to start early. The next
morning, therefore, at two o’clock we were on hand and
soon after, in the light of the moon, we started on our journey
carried away by four sure-footed mules as indispensable as
a good coachman; for if that trip is interesting, it is equally
perilous. The scenery is wonderfully picturesque. During
twelve hours we rode through a mountainous district; now
at the foot of the ridges near the edge of torrents whose
waters rush over rocks thrown up by the recent earthquakes;
again, near the summits from which may be seen grand
panoramas of nature; then along the volcanoes, where we
readily perceived the odor of the fumes escaping from the
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active craters. Here and there a little village picturing rus
tic and primitive customs came in our way, and through
out the journey we met brave Indians, the oldest as well as
the youngest carrying the traditional bow and quiver on his
back; and skipping along-a habit formed from infancy.
One more station before arriving at our destination : we
found the chaplain and the director of the hospital who
came to meet us with their own carriage and accompanied
us to the hospital. Quezaltenango has been almost entirely
destroyed by earthquakes; the last one in 1903,, was most
destructive to the whole district. The hospital was not
spared; this is the third time that it has been rebuilt. For
eight long months the sick and the orphans lived in little
cottages in the country; but God has blessed the zeal of
Sister Thouluc and during her fifty years of vocation not
only the hospital and orphanage have been reconstructed but
a new chapel erected and artistically decorated. If this
good sister could relate her experiences, she would tell
you, Most Honored Mother, that she has witnessed three
earthquakes, two inundations, three revolutions, all of which
have put to the test her confidence in God and her love for
the poor, but she has always had reason to bless the un
failing protection of Divine Providence.
Quezaltenango owes its name to a bird called Quezal?
very common in these parts; it has a brilliant plumage
with a very long tail formed in two variegated plumes of
which it is so proud that the loss of them, it is said, causes
its death. The quezal builds its nest in a day and contrives
to make it sufficiently large to accommodate the tail.
Having returned to the Central House of Guatemala on
February the twenty-fourth, we bade farewell to the differ
ent houses in the city which we revisited with pleasure:
the hospital which has seen its centenary; the insane asy
lum where a last entertainment with guitar and violin was
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given us while we distributed cigars and bonbons; the hos
pice with its many children large and small, where we were
charmed by another entertainment in which the boys de
lighted us by military exercises and martial music; finally,
the Asylum St. Mary, the happy home of a promising gen
eration. We took leave of our sisters with hearts filled with
good wishes for the continued progress of their works.
We had, however, seen but a small division of the Prov
ince and already we appreciated its beautiful spirit, not only
from a sense of duty or because of the attractions it posses
ses, but also from a sentiment of gratitude inspired by the
cordial reception given us everywhere.
SAN SALVADOR

,

On the third of March at eight o’clock in the morning,
we left Guatemala with Sister Rochery, treasurer of the
Province, who accompanied us as far as San Jos6 but we
could not embark for Acajulta until ten o’clock at night.
We were now on our way to San Salvador, once again with
our famous comedians, and we disembarked two days later
in the same manner as at San Jos6. Sister Nunoz, Sister
Servant of the hospital, awaited us and, toward half past
ten we took the train for San Salvador, arriving there at
five o’clock in the evening. We went directly to the hos
pice, a large and beautiful establishment sheltering three
hundred children, boys and girls. In this part of the coun
try the girls have a strong, masculine appearance, while the
boys are gentle and timid. On St. Joseph’s day the tech
nical school was inaugurated, and it opened on the following
morning with sixty children. Sister Constant notwithstand
ing her suffering condition, came, to greet us, supporting
herself on her crutches and making a great effort to enjoy
every minute of our visit. Some months later we heard
of the death of this dear sister who edified all by her res
ignation and submission to God’s will.
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Tbe hospital of San Salvador, the admiration of travel
ers and connoisseurs, is a new building, constructed entirely
of iron on account of the frequent earthquakes, and it has
cost millions. It is painted pearl grey, consisting of twen
ty-two pavilions separated by delightful gardens, and while
it presents a magnificent aspect in the line of architectural
beauty it is a vast field for the exercise of good works. The
chapel is a gem, it is also of iron and located in the center
of the grounds. The employees numbering seventy-five
form the Association of the Children of Mary, and the So
ciety of the Angels.
The Sarah Asylum wherein all moral and physical mis
eries are shielded, presents its own peculiar interest.
In San Salvador it is customary to have curious proces
sions representing scenes from the Passion and the Resur
rection in which the brave Indians take part with a faith
rather demonstrative, but quite edifying. The Missionaries
here enjoy full freedom in the exercise of their functions.
On the twenty-sixth we departed for Sonsonate. The
journey from San Salyador to this place is made by rail in
four hours. The sisters have directed an hospital here for
fourteen years; the average number of sick varies from 120
to 150; besides, they educate several orphan girls whose
young and lively spirit bringsCsunshine”to the convalescent.
From Sonsonate we went to Santa Ana by rail through
a charming country. Our sisters of this city conduct an
hospital where the number of sick reaches at times to 300.
There is also an hospice of thirty-one years foundation; an
orphanage, with a large number of children in the classes;
and the industrial schools are all activity.
On April the fourteenth, we left Santa Ana in a coach
for the hospital at Ahuachapan, which they are prospect
ing to enlarge. The journey lasted six hours, quick time in
this section; the roads are level, with here and there dis
agreeable crossings, and the climate is delightful.
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Our next trip to San Miguel,was long and tedious and
in order to make proper connection we were obliged to re
trace our way to Santa Ana. This afforded us an interval
of rest and we assisted at the offices of Holy Week part
in the beautiful chapel of the hospice and the remainder
at the house of the Sisters of the Assumption, who had given
us a pressing invitation. We celebrated Easter Sunday in
this city but finished the octave at Sonsonate whither we
came to be near the port of Acajulta. In Central America
there is no fixed time for the arrival or departure of the
steamers and it was only on our third attempt that we
were able to secure a passage on the New Port an excel
lently equipped steamer. We took boat on the eighteenth,
and two days after landed at Union, the seaport of San Mi
guel. From the steamer, a tow boat conveys the passengers
to a distance from the shore and as the sea at certain times
does hot permit the tow to land, the passengers are then car
ried by men to the wharf. We had to submit to this neces
sity like the others and accept the service with a good grace.
At the landing one of our sisters met us, who took us to a
family, where we were hospitably entertained for two hours;
then we, set out again in a wagon drawn by oxen. Our next
halt was at nine o’clock. We put up at a so-called hotel
where our accommodations were somewhat uncomfortable
and it is needless to add, we slept but little, starting out
again at three o’clock in the morning. Our good Sister
Morin had sent from the hospital a carry-all drawn by ox
en and wishing to lessen the fatigue of the journey, she had
arranged a spring mattress in the wagon on which, how
ever, we could neither sit nor stand and we were obliged to
lie down. If this dear sister tried to make the rough road
plain, she succeeded to a great extent but at certain inter
vals we experienced ups and downs, not altogether pleas
ant while at the same time we were enveloped in clouds
of yellowish dust which tanned our faces to the appearance
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of veritable Peaux Rouges. The beauties of the natural
scenery were not lost on our tired spirits; an ideal verdure
displayed itself before us and we passed through a majestic
forest in the shades of the fading twilight, so calm and si
lent, inspiring us to raise our souls to God and praise Him
for all this magnificence. Suddenly the sound of approach
ing horsemen was heard in the distance. It proved to be
an escort from the hospital: the chaplain, the doctor, sev
eral benefactors, and a few sisters. We were forced to come
from our hiding place and reciprocate good wishes. Hap
pily favored by the darkness of the night we continued our
journey and soon after we were at the hospital where Sister
Morin received us most affectionately; her desire was at
last realized.
Visits are rare in this distant country and the occasion
was therefore, a feast for the whole establishment ; but alas!
these first days of joy were followed by others of painful
anxiety. Sister Dutilleul, my traveling companion, was
stricken with fever which at first inspired no fear. Reas
sured by the physician I decided to continue my travels
leaving for Nicaragua with a sister from the hospital. Ar
rived at Union, the same difficulty about the steamers hap
pened again, and here we remained fifteen days. It was dur
ing this interval that a phone message apprised me that
Sister Dutilleul was in danger. My delay at Union was
then providential and I returned immediately to San Mi
guel. When I reached there, the end seemed near and on see
ing our sister once more, as I thought for the last time, we
were both overcome with emotion. A dispatch was sent to
Father Thauraud, Priest of the Mission, then at Alegria,
who did not hesitate to journey all night to give the sick
sister the consolations of Holy Church. These are hours
not to be forgotten before God by a grateful soul. Heaven
was not deaf to our petitions—the malady was conquered
and our sister’s condition changed for the better, due withPublished by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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out doubt to the prayers offered for her throughout the
Province.
Leaving Sister Dutilleul now convalescing, in charge of
Sister Morin who bestowed on her the most devoted care, I
again went back to Union, and met there Sister Rochery
sent by Sister Visitatrix to accompany me to Nicaragua.
Nic a r a g u a
On May the seventeenth, we arrived at Corinth, which
is the most pleasant port of this coast, and after five hours
of travel by rail, reached Nicaragua.
The Daughters of Charity, direct two establishments
here: an hospital and an hospice. The former is beyond the
city limits and the roads so ill-cared for that a great num
ber are impassible and they would probably be in worse
condition if the Sister Servant of the hospital did not have
them attended to from time to time. The latter, called La
Recolledion was formerly a convent of the Jesuits and to
day serves as an asylum for the intern and extern children.
Co s t a Ric a
On the second of June, Sister Dutilleul met me at Corinth
and we both left for Costa Rica arriving at Punta Arenas
the next day at seven o’clock in the evening. We only dis
embarked the following morning and took the train with
Sister Adant, Sister Servant of the hospital who had come
to bring us to Sparta where we arrived at five o’clock that
evening. A vehicle was at hand here, and we commenced
our journey as soon as possible but toward midnight our
driver without a word of warning unharnessed his oxen
and not waiting to answer our inquiries left us under an old
shed to protect ourselves as best we could from the rain
which was falling in torrents. After some time, still with
open umbrellas, we decided to descend and reconnoitre
1
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rather a difficult matter, as it was too dark to see anything,
and we prudently returned to our quarters.
It was nearly two o’clock when the driver reappeared
looking for his oxen roving in the open fields. Sister Adant
helped him. We could sing then, not the well-known song:
“J’ai perdu mes dind.ons,” but, “I have lost my oxen.”
At last they were found and put in harness. We resumed
our journey up and down through the mountain passes, now
and then, halting to rest our team.
It was five-thirty in the evening when we hailed Costa
Rica a small city very attractive, clean, and well organized.
It is often called “little Paris” a misnomer, for the reign of
peace is never disturbed in this republic. This city pos
sesses a monument representing the union of the five re
publics of Guatemala, Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and
Costa Rica.
We stopped at the Hospital St. John of God which was
beautifully decorated. Green garlands were suspended in
the halls with artistic hangings of palm leaves fastened with
emblematic seals of our two Mother Houses. The hospital
is quite modern in its appointments; it is well ventilated
and beautified with surrounding gardens which give it a
cheerful aspect. The close proximity of the prison afforded
us an opportunity of visiting the sick prisoners to whom
we were happy to bring a few delicacies and above all, words
of comfort and encouragement.
The hospice depends directly on Bishop Storck, of the
Congregation of the Mission, who takes a great interest in
the works of the Daughters of Charity; the German con
freres there devote themselves to the spiritual needs of the
sisters, the sick, and the children.
Since 1903, a new hospital has been in course of erection
at Cartago at an hour’s journey from Costa Rica. The sis
ters here care for sixty patients and they are looking for-
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ward to a wonderful development of the work on the com*
pletion of the hospital.
On the fiftieth anniversary of the independence of Costa
Rica, the bishop solemnized the occasion at the cathedral
by public services for the victims of the war and those of
the cholera of the same epoch. His Grace sang the Mass
and a distinguished canon delivered the oration at which
the President and his cabinet assisted.
My mission was now terminated m Central America and
I made immediate preparations to leave for Ecuador.
Sister Pin a t .
( To be continued.)

DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION

69. — FACULTY TO RESERVE THE BLESSED SACRA“
MENT IN THE CHAPELS OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY
EVEN IE IT BE POSSIBLE TO CELEBRATE MASS THERE

Fif t e e n DAYS (Sacred Congregation of the
Council, June 27, 1908; ad quinquennium.}

bu t ev er y

Brno Padre
La Congne delle Figlie della Carita in forza del privilegio coneessole da
Gregorio XVI, conserva il SSmo Sagramento nelle sue cappelle. Perd in
rnolti luoghi non si pud avere un sacerdote che celebri la s. Messa nelle
singole settimane. Implora percio la grazia di potersi servire del detto
privilegio purche vi si celebri la messa almeno ogni quindici giorni, e cid
solo nei casi nei quali non si possa avere una messa ogni settimana.

On June 27, 1908, the Sacred Congregation of the
Council granted this favor per quinquennium, juxta petita.
70. — So m e m o d if ic a t io n s in t h e o r g a n iz a t io n o f
Cu r ia Ro m a n a . June 29, 1908.
His Holiness Pius X. published on June the twentyninth last, three documents establishing a new organizat he
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tion in the Curia Romana, namely: 1. The Apostolic Con
stitution, Sapienti eonsilio; 2. A special law for the Rota
and Apostolic Signature; 3. A general rule on the work
ings of the congregations, tribunals and offices thus or
ganized.
Besides the reorganization of the offices, the following
regulations have been published :
1. England, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, Luxemburg,
Canada, New Foundland, and the United States are no
longer under the jurisdiction of the Propaganda but are
now subject to the common law.
2. The jurisdiction of the Sacred Penitentiary will be
exercised no longer but in the Intern Tribunal, foro interno.
3. The apostolic letters will be dated no longer from the
year of the Incarnation commencing March the twentyfifth, but from the civil year beginning January the first.
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OUR DEAR DEPARTED.

»

OUR MISSIONARIES.

Rev. Joseph Sanchez, Madrid. Spain, June 2, 1908; 58 years of age,
25 of vocation.
Rev. Thomas Gougnon, Guayaquil, Ecuador, June 1908; 70 years of
age, 40 of vocation.
Rev. Claude Lafay, Guatemala, Central America, June 1908; 69 years
of age, 49 of vocation.
Brother Jean Giovannelli, Rome, Italy, June 24, 1908; 23 years of age,
5 of vocation.
Rev. Jean Planteblat, Dax, France, July 4, 1908; 74 years of age, 54 of
vocation.
Rev. Louis Olle, Pilis Csaba, Hungary, July 13, 1908; 75 years of age,
42 of vocation.
Rev. Auguste Petit, Paris, France, July 23, 1908; 74 years of age, 24 of
vocation.
Brother Girard Reich, Verviers, Belgium, August 2, 1908; 81 years of
age, 55 of vocation.
Rev. Francis H. O’ Donoghue, Baltimore, Md., U. S., December 3, 1908;
59 years of age, 38 of vocation.
OUR SISTERS

Si. Estelle Beaugrand, Albi, France; 74 years of age, 50 of vocation.
,, Ursule Boric, Windischgraz, Austria; 26, 1.
,, Lucie Benoit, St. Michel, Algeria; 84, 63.
,, Claudine Neuville, Paris, France; 50,27.
,, Virginie Canac, Perpignan, France; 62, 41.
,, Chiara Scarola, Naples, Italy; 26, 3.
,, Alfonsa Modica, Naples, Italy; 22, 2.
,, Angelique Boyer, Paris, France; 32, 12.
Maria deVaulchier, Naples, Italy; 45, 23.
,, Jeanne Rodier, Bahia, Brazil; 47, 21.
,, Theresa Zimmermann, Laibach, Austria; 52, 27.
,, Marie Cazard, Vichy, France; 59, 36.
,, Marie Faurie, Tso-fon-pang, China; 50, 29.
,, Justine Mage, Riom, France; 76, 50.
,, Marie Beziat, Levignac, France; 33, 11.
7*
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Sr. Anna Issaverd'ens, Smyrna, Asia Minor; 30, 5.
,, Francisca Pacheco, Guayaquil, Ecuador; 33, 11.
y, Zoe Mathis, Paris-Auteuil, France; 67, 47.
r, Rosalia Wohlleb, Gratz, Austria; 23, 2 months.
,, Frances Gitterle, Gratz, Austria; 85, 65.
'
Anne Falmannr Laibach, Austria; 70, 52.
„ Marie Nas-de-Tourris, Carcassonne-Cite, France; 63 43,
y, AnneEsnaud, Evreux, France; 66, 42.
r, Marie Roth, Paris, France; 38, 14.
r, Elisabeth Hain, Salzburg, Austria; 30, 4.
,, Josephine Wesseler, Alt-Erlaa, Austria; 65, 47.
y, Francisca Infante, Madrid, Spain ; 65, 44.
,, Brigida Casanovia, Valdemoro, Spain; 76, 49'.
,, Geronima Rio, Santander, Spain; 43, 19.
,, Maria Gimeno, Santurce, Porto-Rico; 38, 16.
,, Refugio Moreno, Trujillo, Peru; 71, 43.
,, Marie Cazeaux, Versailles, France; 57, 38.
„ Marie Denis, Migliarino, Italy; 71, 50.
„ Melanie Niapokoj, Cracow, Austria; 73,48.
,, Madeleine Lajugnie, Versailles, France; 88, 49..
,, Josephine Boissy, Sens, France; 73, 53.
,, Manuella Gonzalez, Montolieu, France; 61, 42.
,, Florentine Wasilewska, Cracow, Austria; 47, 19.
,, Frances Chassaing, Clermont, France; 63, 44.
,, Marie Holveck, Paris, France; 26, 4.
,, Silvia Abbondati, Naples, Italy; 23, 4.
,, Marie Binder, Gratz, Austria; 34, 7.
,, Sylvania Montluc, Madrid, Spain; 70, 40.
,, Marie Martin, Santona, Spain; 70, 40.
,, Anne Zimmermann, Posen, Germany; 68, 47.
,, Theresa Gustin, Gratz, Austria,; 23, 1.
,, Marie Thomann, Gamlitz, Austria; 54, 33.
,, Catherine Dhinant, Saint-Amand-les Eaux, France; 38, 10.
,, Natalia Archirel, Agreda, Spain; 43, 18.
,, Bonizia Mascarucci, Ozieri, Italy; 65, 36.
,, Margarita Patarelli, Legnanello, Italy; 62,32.
,, Angela Gandolfo, Turin, Italy; 63, 43.
,, Rosario Osegueda, Guatemala, Central America; 38, 8.
,, Frances Carbonnel, Montolieu, France; 76, 59.
,, Josefa Fortuny, Ciudad Real, Spain; 33, 4.
,, Maria Romen, Valencia, Spain; 50, 29.
,, Maria Andiarena, Antequera, Spain; 55, 38.
,, Maria Sainz-de-Pipaon, Toledo, Spain; 63,28.
,, Maria Idoate, Pampeluna, Spain; 43, 15.
,, Martina de Leniz, Logrono, Spain; 28, 9.
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Rita Mercader, Madrid, Spain • 60, 43.
Jeanne Artignes, Commentry, France; 78-, 56.
Marie Marussig, Paris, France; 80, 61.
Anne Jamois, Troarn, France; 03, 64.
Marie Cienfuegos, Algiers, Algeria; 79, 59.
Alice Debavay, Agde, France; 68, 46.
Louise Aube, Lamballe, France; 50, 33.
Elizabeth Neukirchen, Verviers, Belgium; 71, 50.
Louise Lejay, Arcueil, France; 37, 14.
Amelie Perreon, Paris, France; 77, 50.
Therese Dehlinger, Metz, Lorraine; 31, 7.
Anne Peucb, Crecy-en-Ponthieu, France; 62, 44.
Mary Kavanagh, Dublin, Ireland; 78, 50.
Maria Pallarmari, Smyrna, Asia Minor; 84, 55.
Mariana Pergamo, Avellino, Italy; 71, 47.
Marie Bourgeat, Paris, France; 69, 49.
Marie Marquez, Buenos Ayres, Argentina; 26, 7.
Claudine Montmartin, Boulogne-sur-Mer, France; 60, 32
Marie Brun, Marseilles, France; 79, 51.
Emilia Hollanda, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 23, 1.
Marie Bertrandon, Hennebont, France; 85, 65.
Euphrasia Arnaud, Brousse, Turkey in Asia; 67, 47.
Eloise Mary, Amiens, France; 53, 30.
Maria Marini, Anzio, Italy; 79, 29.
Elizabeth Leleu, Lorraine, Belgium; 78, 47.
Therese Mikolic, Laibach, Austria; 58, 31.
Marie Tolicic, Laibach, Austria; 24, 6.
Hermina Albrecht, Rochester, N. Y., U. S.; 69, 45.
Mary Conly, Chicago, Ill., U. S.; 76, 59.
Mary Delahunty, Boston, Mass., U. S.; 73, 48.
Martha Brennan, Emmitsburg, Md., U. S.*; 27, 4.
Refugio Apodaca, Bridgeport, Conn., U. S.; 32, 13.
Mary Hichew, Norfolk, Va., U. S.; 63, 40.
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MISCELLANAE
CATALOGUE OF THE CONGREGATION IN 1708
After a lapse of two hundred years the statistics of the establishments
of the Congregation drawn up in 1708, present a special interest. The
work bears the title: Ordre geographique et chronologique des maisons de
la Congregation de la Mission en Vannee 1708. It is part of a manuscript
(II part, p. 29 and following ) to be found in the Mazarine Library, Paris.
—Ms., 2446.— We give text:
GEOGRAPHICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF THE
HOUSES OF THE CONGREGATION OF THE MISSION

General condition, time, locality, works, number of sub
jects, with separate statement for each of the nine Provinces
composing it, according to the actual state of the current
year, 1708.
EASTERN DIVISION
PROVINCE OF ROME

Houses, date of foundation, works 1

Number of subjects 2

Ro m e :
Monterio-Citorio (1642). Ordin. miss.
SS. Giov. e Paolo (1700). Intern Sem
in.. chapel .
..........................
Ecclesiastical College (1704) . .
College of the Propaganda (1704).
NAPLES (1669). Ordin. miss.
. . .
Pe r u g ia (1680). Miss.............................
Ma c e r a t a (1686). Ordin. Miss.
. .
FLORENCE (1703). Ordin., miss., retr.,
semin.....................................................
Fe RMO (1704). Semin...............................
Av ig n o n .

15 pr.

5 br.

12 std’t.,
3 pr.,
2pr.,
12 pr.,
6 pr.,
5 pr.,

2 br.
2 br.
4 br.
2 br.
2 br.

12 pr.,
4 pr.,

4 br.
2 br.

1. Abbreviations: ordin.— ordinands; miss.— mission; semin.— sem
inary; retr.— retreat.
2. Pr.— priest; br.— brother; sem.— seminarian; std’t.— student.
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PROVINCE OF LOMBARDY
Houses, date of foundation, works

Number of subjects

14 pr., 8
8 std’t..,4
8 pr., 4
8 pr., 4
6 pr., 4
6 pr., 4
5 pr., 4
4 pr., 2

Ge n o a (1645). Semin, int. and ext.
miss. • . ................................
Tu r in (1654). Semin., miss. . .
La Ba s t ie (1678). Ordin., miss.
Re g g io (1680). Semin., miss.
Pa v ia (1682). Semin., miss. . .
Fe r r a r e (1697). Miss. . . .
Cr e m o n a (1703). Ordin., miss., retr

br.
sem.
br.
br.
br.
br.
br.
br.

WESTERN DIVISION
PROVINCE OF FRANCE

Houses, date of foundation, works

Pa r is :
The Bons Enfants (1625). Semin.
St. Lazare (1632). Int. Semin., .
ordin., miss.
................................
Cr e c y (1644). Miss.................................
Fo n t a in e b LEAU (1661). Miss., parish.
VERSAILLES (1674). Parish, chapel.
Pa r is , Hotel des Invalides (1675). . .
Parish...................................................
Ch a r t r e s (1680). Sem...........................
Sa in t -CLOUD (J 688). Chapel, hospital.
Sa in t -Cy r (1690). Chapel, miss. . .

Number of subjects

5 pr., 3 br.
40 pr., 66 br.
40 std’t. 50 sem,
4 pr., 2 br.
10 pr., 5 br.
26 pr., 3 br.
12 pr., 8 sem
8 std’t. ,4 br.
5 pr., 4 br.
5 pr., 2 br.
5 pr., 6 br.

PROVINCE OF POITOU

Houses, date of foundation, works

Number of subjects

(1638). Miss., parish. . . 10 pr.,
5 pr.,
LugoN (1638). Miss.................................
Le Ma n s (1645). Semin., miss. . . . 12 pr.,
Sa in t Me e n (1 645). Semin., miss. . .
Parish..............................................
10 pr.,
Tr e g u ie r (1654). Semin........................
5 pr.,
Sa in t Br ie u c (1666). Semin. . . . 3 pr.,
An g e r s (1675). Int. Sem., miss.
. . 3 pr.,
RICHELIEU
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7 br.
3 br.
6 br.
7
3
2
1

br.
br.
br.
br.
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Fo n t e n a y (1676). Miss.......................
To u r s . (1680). Semin.,.....................
Po it ie r s (1681). Semin..........................
Sa in t Pa u l d e Le o n (1689). Semin.,.
Va n n e s (1791). Semin.,.....................

4
3
4
3
4

pr.,
pr.,
pr.,
pr.,
pr.,

2
3
3
2
2

hr.
br.
br.
br.
br.

NORTHERN DIVISION
PROVINCE OF PICARDY

Number of subjects

Houses, date of foundation, works.

Am ie n s (1662). Semin., miss. . .
No y o n (1662). Semin.,
....
Ar r a s (1677). Semin.,
....
Be a u v a is (1679). Semin.,
. . .
BOULOGNE (1681). Semin.,
. . .
Ba y e u x ( 1682). Semin., hospital .
No t e r Da m e d e l a De Liv r a n c e
(1682). Miss.,..........................

.
.
.
•
.

7
4
4
4
4
5

pr.,
pr.,
pr.,
pr.,
pr.,
pr.,

3 pr.,

3
3
4
4
3
3

br.
br.
br.
br.
br.
br.

5 br.

PROVINCE OF CHAMPAGNE
House, date of foundation, works

Number of subjects

To u L (1635). Semin., parish, hospital . 12 pr.,
Tr o y e s (1638). Semin., miss. . . . 6 pr.,
9pr„
Se d a n (1643). Semin., miss....................
Mo n t m i RAie (1644). Miss., . . . . 4 pr.,
Me t z ( 1661). Semin., miss.
. . . 9 pr.,
Se n s (1575). Semin.,..........................
4 pr.,
Au x e r r e (1680). Semin., . . . . 4 pr.,
Ch a l o n s (1681). Semin.
.... 4 pr.,
Dij o n (1682). Miss.
..... 6 pr.,

6
3
4
1
5
3
4
3
2

br.
br.
br.
br.
br.
br.
br.
br.
br.

PROVINCE OF POLAND
Houses, date of foundation, works

Wa r s a w (1651). Intern and Eccl.
Semin.,
..........................................
parish, hospital................................
CuLM (1677). Semin., miss, parish.
Cr a c o w (1682). Semin..........................
St e a d o n (1686). Ordin., miss. . . .
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Number of subjects

8
8
5
3
3

pr., 5
std’t. ,12
pr., 2
pr., 3
pr., 3

br.
sem.
br.
br.
br.
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WiLNA (1687). Semin., miss.
Pr e s m is l e ( 1687). Semin.,

. . .
....
Lowicz (1689). Miss...............................

4 pr.,
3 pr.,
3 pr.,

2br.
3br.
2br.

PROVINCE OF LYONS

Houses, date of foundation, works

Number of subjects

An n e c y (1639). Semin., miss. . . . 8 pr., 5 br.
MARSEILLES (1643). Semin., miss., hospital 6 pr., 4 br.
Ly o n s (1668). Int. Semin., . . . . 6 pr., 5 br.
Miss., chapel.
..... . . 12 std’t. ,10 sem,
Na r b o n n e (1671). Semin., miss. . . 8 pr., 4 br.
. . 4 pr., 3 br.
•Sa in t Fl o u r (1673). Semin.,
Be z ie r s (1678). Semin., miss. . . . 6 pr., 3 br.
Al e t h (1678). Semin., miss.
. . 3 pr., 2 br.
Ma n o s q u e (1685). Semin., . . . . 3 pr., 2 br.
SOUTHERN DIVISION
PROVINCE OF AQUITAINE

Houses, date of foundation, work

Number of subjects

No t r e Da m e d e l a Ro s e (1637). Miss.
7 pr., 3
chapel. .
.....................................
Ca h o r s (1643). Int. and Eccl. Semin., 10 pr., 6
Miss., parish, hospital........................
2 std’t. ,11
Sa in t e s (1644). Semin., miss. . . . 9pr., 4
Ag e n (1650). Semin................................ 4 pr., 3
Mo n t a u b a n (1652). Semin., miss.
5 Pr-, 3
Bo r d e a u x (1682). Semin., miss. . . 8 pr.. 4
Sa r l a t (1683). Semin., miss. . . . 5 pr., 3
Ro c h e f o r t (1683). Semin., parish, . 14 pr., 3
Hospital. . . *................................ 2 std’t.
Pa u (1683). Semin.................................. 4 pr., 3
An g o u l e m e (1704). Semin. . • . . . 4 pr., 2
No t r e Da m e d e Bu g l o s e (1705).
5pr., 2
Miss, chapel........................................

br.
br.
sem.
br.
br.
br.
br.
br.
br.
br.
br.
br.

a g g r e g a t e o f t h e f o r e g o in g TABLES

8 Intern Seminaries
52 Ecclesiastical Seminaries

9 parishes
7 hospital chaplaincies
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48 Mission Houses
6 chapels
8 Houses for Ordinands
About 82 Houses comprising the works.
550 priests
90 students

80 Seminarians
300 brothers
1250 Missionaries.

HOUSES IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

Houses, date of foundation, works

ALGIERS (1645). Care of the slaves.
CHINA (1703), Miss............................................

Ba r c e l o n a (1704)...........................

Number of subjects

2 pr.,
3 pr.,
4 pr.,

1 br.
1 br.
2 br.

Sa in t Vin c e n t d e Pa u L, founder and first Superior
General of the Congregation of the Mission and of the
Daughters of Charity, during the thirty-five years of his
generalship established twenty-four houses. He died Sep
tember 27, 1660, at Saint Lazare, aged eightv-five years.
Very Rev. Ren6 ALMERAS, second Superior General of
the same Congregation, died September 2, 1672, at Saint
Lazare, aged sixty years, in the twelfth year of his general
ship during which eight houses were founded.
Very Rev. Edm6 JOLLY, third Superior General of the
same Congregation, founded forty houses during the twentyfive years of his generalship. He died at St. Lazare, March
21, 1697, aged seventy-five years.
Very Rev. Nicholas Pie r r o n , fourth Superior General
of the same Congregation, established five houses and after
six years of his generalship resigned on account of ill-health
on April 2, 1703. He died at St. Lazare, August 27, 1703.
Very Rev. Francis Wa t e L, fifth Superior General of
the same Congregation, was elected August 11, 1703.
Such is the Catalogue of 1708.
In 1900, the total personnel of the Congregation,.including priests, broth
ers, students, and seminarians was 3249; in 1908, 3446.
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THE CONGREGATION OF THE MISSION
DURING THE REVOLUTION
1788-1800
By Re v . Ga b r ie l Pe r b o y r e
GENERALSHIP OF VERY REV. FELIX CAYLA DE LA GARDE
Tenth Superior General. (Continued.1)

§ 18. Circular of the Superior General.
The self-abandonment into the hands of the Lord, the
resignation of one’s self to His good pleasure, the solicitude
we should have to put to profit the trials that He in His
bounty permits us to suffer, the zeal which should animate
us to renew ourselves in the spirit of our holy state and
in the exact observance of our Holy Rules, our aversion for
the false maxims of the age, in order to correspond with
the merciful designs of the Lord over us and all of His
people,—such were the ordinary subjects occurring in his
circular Letters of 1795-1796-1797-1798. The following
is an extract from that of Jauuary 1, 1797 :
“ Can we speak of happiness in the distressing period
we are traversing when all the foundations of society are
weakened, and a universal ferment is bestirring minds
and dividing hearts, when the systems of anarchy and irre
ligion are overthrowing governments, annihilating fortunes,
robbing the Church, overturning institutions, striking fear
and trembling on every side and multiplying misfortunes
to no end? What joy can we taste and how pronounce the
consoling word, happiness?
“Nevertheless, Gentlemen and my dear Brothers, let
us not lose courage, or surrender to any misplaced sorrow.
There is yet a true happiness offered to our desires, but
one which is granted only to the children of the Faith and
1. See Vol. XIV., pp. 104, 258, 410, 558; Vol. XV., p. 318.
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tlie friends of God, It is that which Jesus Christ prom
ises to His disciples in the midst of persecutions and out
rages,—that happiness which He assures to those who
gladly hasten to carry His yoke: et invenietis requiem ani-'
mabus vestris: a happiness drawn from the bosom of God
Himself? and which causes a fountain of peace to flow in
our souls, flooding them with a pure and unchangeable glad
ness, one that can not be attained by the accidents of life
and the injustice of men. The source of this refreshment
is free to us ; we shall find it in a complete submission to
the good pleasure of God, and in an ever increasing fidelity
to our holy engagements.
“Such is the object of the good wishes that I conceive for
you on this day; I can frame no others. Let some aim at
esteem and honor for the Congregation, at brilliant employ
ments, and large and numerous institutions,' for my part,
following in the footsteps of our holy Founder, I can only
wish for it that spirit which makes good Missionaries, which
makes them useful for the accomplishment of God’s work,
and which attracts to them and to their labors the most
abundant blessings. If this spirit animated the children
of St. Vincent we would enjoy real goods, and those that
we do not covet would be bestowed on us as an increment.
The Congregation would in a short period redeem its losses
and it would be a pleasure to God and to men.
“Let us then, Gentlemen and my dear Brothers, apply
ourselves with a new zeal to preserve amongst us that spirit
which is peculiarly our own. Let us often recur to the
model which is presented to us in the admirable life of
St. Vincent, and signalize our love for the Congregation
by the solidity of our virtues and the extent of our services.”
In the Circular of January 1, 1798, the Superior Gener
al again said: “I am without doubt very sensible to the
temporal losses of the Congregation; I console myself
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nevertheless with the hope that abundance of heavenly
graces will supply what is wanting of earthly blessings,
and that the desire of immortal goods will become inflamed
in proportion as we shall be deprived of those that sustain
the body; nothing, however, can recompense me for the
loss of such vital interests as the gifts of grace, the fruits
of justice, weakening even in virtue among men whose sal
vation is so dear to my heart.”
If Father Cayla was sensible to the disasters of the Con
gregation, he was still more so to those of the Church. He
never spoke of these latter without becoming softened,
sometimes even to tears. His stay at Rome had strength
ened still more the bonds that had always attached him to
the Holy See. Shortly before his death, he was heard in
a private conversation to make profession of this devotion,
something which he had already done at various former
times. What was not his grief when he beheld impiety
coming even into Rome, there to spread devastation, and
lay cruel hands on the Vicar of Jesus Christ. In those
days of desolation the foot of the altar was where he went
to obtain solace in his sufferings, consolation in his trials,
and to beseech the Lord to cast a merciful glance on those
who were suffering so many calamities, and on those who
allowed themselves to perpetrate them.
§ 19.—Consolation experienced by Father Cayla amid
the calamities surrounding him.
In the midst of so many trials, Father Cayla experienced
nevertheless some consolations which could serve him for
an earnest of a happier future. One of his first subjects
of consolation in his grief was’the news that reached him
of the celebration of the festival of St. Vincent at Paris
on July 19, 1797. This transpired with a splendor that
recalled the happy days when religion was honored in the
https://via.library.depaul.edu/annals_en/vol15/iss1/4
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capital. It is doubtless to this occasion that he alludes
when in his Circular dated January 1, 1798, he stated : “I
thought for a moment I could announce to you at this peri
od a less disastrous future. This flattering hope has been
dissipated like a dream. We are re-plunged into a series
of new horrors; the hand of the Lord strikes blows that
are more keenly felt, and we behold no remedy but in His
infinite mercies.”
The honors of the Pantheon decreed by philanthropy to
St. Vincent de Paul as a signal benefactor of humanity,
the sympathy this great Saint enjoyed with so just reason
among all classes of society, the works of beneficence he
had established, which still subsist in Paris through the
heroic devotion of the Daughters of Charity who so con
stantly maintained their foot-hold so far as critical cir
cumstances allowed, in almost all the positions confided to ♦
them by Divine Providence, the applause with which the
Parisian populace received at the theatres even those plays
that recalled any one of their charitable traits—all these
caused the priests to conceive the possibility of rendering
publicly religious honors to the Saint whose name was so
popular, commanding the admiration and gratitude of per
sons who were most unfavorably prejudiced against our
holy religion. For want of a parish church, although all
churches were in the hands of juring priests, the church
of the Minims was chosen for this Catholic festival, which
was celebrated on July 19, 1797.
“The assemblage of people, so we read in the Journal
eeelesiastique (t. III.) from which we borrow this narrative
was so large that one would have believed himself trans
ported to the most flourishing days of our ancient ceremo
nies. Almost two hundred priests had gathered from the
different churches of Paris to honor the memory of their
patron and model: we could not admire this religious con
course without making at the same time some sad reflecPublished by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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tions on the deserted state of the temples and the absolute
deprivation of all public worship in so great a number of
our departments. His Lordship, the Bishop of St. Papoul,
officiated poutifically. Circumstances did not permit the
preaching of a panegyric of the Saint whose life, while re
calling so many benefits would only have recalled at the
same time our losses, renewing our most painful memories.
The orator pronounced a discourse on Providence of which
St. Vincent was the most magnificent instrument, but he
did not fail to burn a few grains of incense on the altar of
this hero of religion and humanity. He likewise took oc
casion to deplore the ruin that surrounds us and which pro
claims of itself the beneficence of St. Vincent by the good
which is no longer done.
He similarly rendered homage to those Christian virgins,
generous servants of the poor with whose disappearance^
vanished their touching care and tender solicitude for the
unfortunate. He likewise made known all that one man
was able to accomplish, animated by the spirit of religion,
and he concluded, that in spite of philosophy the spirit of
the Catholic priesthood is one of meekness, of charity, of
cousolation, of mercy; that the minister at the altar is the
typical citizen since he alone is by his state the man of all
the virtues and of all good works, and since finally, the
greatest, the most illustrious benefactor of the nation was
the most holy and the greatest of priests. ”
It was also a very great consolation for Father Cayla to
learn of the reestablishment (de facto, at least) of the
Daughters of Charity in France. The last letters he re
ceived from them announced that they already had more
than two hundred houses over which the Sister Superior
exercised the same authority as before the Revolution. The
Sister Superior even wrote to him that a Missionary, Fa
ther Philippe, braving every danger, had undergone in
credible toils to visit all these houses; that the holy sisters,
8
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animated by the lessons, example and exhortations of this
truly apostolic man, had under a new dress conserved all
of their old spirit, and all the virtues of their state.
The instructions that Father Cayla verbally addressed to
this worthy Missionary, and those that he later sent in writ
ing, contributed not a little to the establishment of an al
most infinite number of measures of foresight and circum
spection necessary in the face of the most critical of gov
ernments. He took particular measures to forestall any in
conveniences that might arise from his death, and the still
greater embarrassments that would result from that of the
Sister Superior.
§ 20.—Decease of Father Cayla.
As we have seen even amidst the most bitter trials that
marked his generalship, Father Cayla tasted some conso
lation which cast a ray of hope for a happy future, but
alas! still far distant. Satisfied with the patience and sub
mission of His servant, the Lord was about to give him a
share in unending joys by calling him to Himself. His
hour indeed, had come, but it was for the Company dis
persed in various parts of the world that the cup of bitter
ness was to be filled. The Congregation was to be deprived
of him who had been its guide and its support. The fatigues
of his travels, the painful trials, interior and exterior, to
which he was subjected, had done much to undermine Fa
ther Cayla’s health and his trip to Rome was undertaken,
as we know, against his inclination. On December 23, 1799,
the first symptoms of his last malady were manifested.
Stricken with fever he was deprived of the happiness of
celebrating Holy Mass during the Christmas festivals, and
it was only on the feast of the Epiphany that the physi
cian permitted him to ascend the altar. From that time,
however, an intermittent fever continued to confine him
to his room during the month of January, and he was often
Published by Digital Commons@DePaul, 1908
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unable to offer the Holy Sacrifice. On the feast of the
Purification he went to the refectory, and took part in the
afternoon recreation with the Community, but the next day
a spell of fever obliged him to keep his room. The fol
lowing day for the last time, he took a drive after which
the fever again returned though it did not prevent him from
saying Mass. On February the eighth, a complete pros
tration with high fever gave cause for serious anxiety, and
two days after he became speechless and unconscious. Ex
treme Unction was immediately administered. During the
evening he was sufficiently restored to confess and to re
ceive the Holy Viaticum but he was soon attacked with
convulsions which lasted forty hours depriving him most
of the time of consciousness. During a lucid interval he
expressed his desire to go to confession again and to receive
Holy Communion. On February 12, 1800, about ten
o’clock in the morning, Very Rev. John Felix Joseph
Cayla de la Garde, tenth Superior General of the Congre
gation of the Mission, expired, aged sixty-six years, in the
fifty-first year of his vocation and the twelfth of his gen
eralship.
His virtues generally recognized, give us reason to hope
that his death was a happy passage to a better life where
he found the just reward for his great labors and sufferings.
The library of Monte Citorio, Rome, possesses two works
in manuscript of Father Cayla. The first is entitled: La
vie ehretienne\ the second, Traits de Vetat eedesiastique. In
the library of our house in Paris another volume is pre
served bearing the title: Direetoire spirituel pour le Seminaive et pour le temps des retraites des Filles de la Charite.
§ 21.— Virtues of Father Cayla.
Although in the foregoing narration we have here and
there scattered a few incidents that show how this worthy
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Son of St. Vincent, possessed to an eminent degree the virt
ues recommended by our holy Founder as essential to the
life of a true Missionary yet, we cannot close this sketch
of the generalship of Father Cayla without gathering a
spiritual bouquet of the many virtues found in the' life of
that upright, God-fearing man, rectus ac timens Deum, that
man who feared even the shadow of evil, et recedens a
malo (Job, I. 3).
As for his spirit of prayer, the Missionaries in Italy
know well to what degree Father Cayla possessed this virt
ue. They were the happy witnesses of his exactitude to
the hour marked out by the Rule and of the edification he
gave at these times when he appeared wholly absorbed in
God. They noticed his fervor when celebrating Holy Mass,
his pious attention during the Divine Office, his assiduity
in visiting several times each day our Lord in the Sacra
ment of His love, and his fidelity to the half hour before
supper which he daily consecrated to this devotion.
Not one among all who knew him but admired the pro
found humility which was his characteristic virtue. u Hav
ing lived many years with him,” says Father Brunet, “I
never heard one word escape his lips that could lead one
to suspect the immense good he did and he inspired those
with respect who had any relations with him at Toulouse,
in Languedoc, and in the Province of Cahors.” It was es
pecially on the occasion of his election to the generalship
that his humility was revealed. Overcome at the thought of
the responsibility imposed on him and which he believed
above his strength, he told Father Gary, a deputy of the
Assembly and his friend since their entrance into the Com
munity, that he thought he ought not to accept the charge
of Superior General and begged him to make this known
to the other confreres. It was on the answer returned by
Father Gary to the deputies that decided them not to cast a
new ballot, and Father Cayla acquiesced to the appointment
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of the Assembly.

He constantly refused all personal serv
ices except in case of necessity. An enemy to all honor
and distinction, he only accepted those inseparable from his
position and at other times associated as much as possible
with his confreres, striving as it were, to make them for
get that he was the Superior of the Company. To this
humble demeanor was joined an amiable meekness uni
versally praised by the Missionaries. His words, his acts,
his very bearing betrayed a warm cordiality toward all per
sons at all times and in all places. His friends were many;
an enemy he had not.
If Father Cayla possessed the happy tact of winning
confidence, he also knew how to make use of it in such a
manner that no one ever regretted of having opened his heart
to him; so guarded was he that not even to his assistants,
except in urgent necessity, did he ever speak of anything
told him in confidence. Ever thoughtful of others and
faithful to the slightest rules of propriety and charity, he
was still more attentive to the obligations imposed by the
Rule with regard to the sick. Animated with the true
spirit of St. Vincent, he never failed to visit even the serv
ants, and spared no expense for their recovery. When he
was Visitor of the Province he did not hesitate to tax the
houses that the physicians’ prescriptions might be carried
out and the sick confreres were sent to far distant mineral
waters. Deeply touched at the care and attention bestowed
on the sick in our houses in Italy-—and which he himself
experienced in his last illness—he wished that the like in
firmaries be established everywhere. His compassionate so
licitude for others was proportionate to his total forget
fulness of self; no one ever took so little care of his health
as Father Cayla, and no one was so easily contented with
everything. He never permitted himself any dispensation
from Rule, even though at times his age and health seemed
to demand it; and when circumstances had caused the
8*
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strictest economy both in the quantity and quality of the
fare, the Missionaries aware that he was failing, tried but
without success, to induce him to save his strength. At
last he consented to take a tonic but this was only towards
the close of his life.
His spirit of mortification regulated eyen the employ
ment of his time. Faithful to the injunction of St. Vin
cent who wished that his children be Carthusians at home
and Missionaries abroad, Father Cayla paid only indispen
sable visits, and he strictly adhered to this practice especi
ally when in Rome. There he spent entire months in seculsion and it is believed this close confinement shortened his
days. The moments not devoted to the affairs of his office,
were employed in study which contributed not a little to
weaken his sight. Tn the fall of 1797, he lost the total
use of his left eye and the other was considerably injured.
It is a matter of surprise that he was able to write as
he did, valuable notes and extracts from the books which he
read. His mind may be compared to a well-filled store
house of knowledge for, not only did he learn much but
he forgot nothing and was, moreover, familiar with every
branch of science. This constant course of study me
thodically followed, joined to a clear perception, rectitude
of judgment, contributed to develop the peculiar talent for
business with which he was gifted. However complicated,
he quickly seized the drift of any affair and cleared away
difficulties with astonishing facility, and with a judgment
usually correct and decisive, fcuring his last malady when
consulted on some settlement of one of the houses, Father
Cayla gave, despite his suffering condition, a simple and
conclusive answer which greatly surprised and completely
satisfied all the Missionaries whose opinions on the subject
were divided.— Such was Father Cayla chosen by Provi
dence to hold the helm of the bark of St. Vincent in the
midst of the dreadful storm of the Revolution. In his
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youth he was a subject of edification; in his life as a Mission
ary, a model of obedience; in his capacity as Superior
General, Father Cayla was a father full of zeal, charity, pa
tience and yet more, in times of trouble and inquietude, he
was ever faithful to the great maxim of St. Vincent de
Paul: Entire submission to the most holy will of God.
§ 22.~ Notes on the Missionaries who
were victims of the Revolution.
We have related in the course of this chapter,that many
Missionaries, at the period of the revolutionary storm,
were victims of its fury, and they had sacrificed their lives
in order to remain loyal to their faith and to their vocation;
we could not pass over in silence the names of these vener
able confreres. The difficulty of ascertaining the houses of
the Company to which they belonged, induces us to place
after the notes on Very Kev. Felix Cayla de la Garde, the
notes relative to those Missionaries,—extracts from the work
entitled: Martyrs ef the Faith.1
We regret sincerely that we are not able to register here
the names of all those who met a glorious death in the pris
ons, on the pontoons, at Cayenne and on the scaffold; and,
the very cruel sufferings of those Missionaries, who at the
peril of their life, evading the scrutiny of the persecutors,
remained in France to lavish their solicitude upon the faith
ful of towns and of country places. Moreover, we have
thought that we could not encircle with a more beautiful
aureole the brow of the worthy Superior General of the Con1. The work of Abbe Guillon, Les Martyrs de la fai (Paris, 1821; 4. Vol.
in 8) is very valuable as it contains the narrations of contemporary writers;
but more recent information has provided a greater precision of facts or
rectified errors of the first publication; because of this, therefore, the infor
mation given by Father Guillon is subject to criticism. Father Perboyre
has copied almost entirely the text of Father Guillon’s work, whose bio
graphical sketches are arranged alphabetically. The original, however,
may be easily consulted.—Note of the Annals.
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gregation of the Mission who has ever given to all his con
freres so courageous an example of his faith and of uncon
ditional devotedness to the Holy See.
1. Re v . Jo h n Jo s e ph Av r i L.
Rev. John Joseph Avril was admitted into the Congre
gation, in 1742. Named Superior of the house of SaintCloud iu 1769, he was massacred September 2, 1792. (Mel
anges litteraires.)
2. Rev. Nic h o l a s Jo s e ph Ba i LLY.
Rev. Nicholas Joseph Bailly was born at Vouguev, in the
diocese of Besanpon, January 12, 1764. Received into the
Intern Seminary of Paris, October 17, 1783, he pronounced
the vows October 18, 1785.
At the time of the Revolution, he was director of the
Seminary of Amiens and in 1791, he refused to take the
oath of the Civil Constitution of the clergy, but continued
to bestow the consolations of religion on the faithful of that
city. His ministry, however, was odious to the revolution
ists and to the priests who had adhered to the oath and to
the schism. In 1792,’while celebrating the Holy Mysteries
in a private house, he was arrested; these villains marched
him through the whole city robed in sacerdotal vestments,
and made him pass among a furious people who over
whelmed him with outrages; afterwards they cast him into
the prison of Amiens, to await death by execution. The
Lord would not suffer this; He called the holy Missionary
to Himself, whilst he was still in chains, without, however,
depriving him of the glory of martyrdom. Father Bailly
died in prison for the name of Jesus Christ, and for His
Church, in 1792. According to the information given in
Rome in 1794, by Very Rev. Felix Cayla de la Garde, and
also by Father Jacob, a Missionary, and pastor of SaintLouis in Versailles, on the life, sufferings and death of this
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confrere, there can be no hesitation in placing him in the
rank of those who generously sacrificed their lives for the
faith.
3. Re v . Fr a n c is Be r g o n
Rev. Francis Bergon was born at Balayer, near Figeac,
in 1757. He was received into the Congregation, at the
Intern Seminary of Cahors, May 12, 1780, and pronounced
the vows May 23, 1782. A zealous Missionary, he was dis
charging with indefatigable solicitude all the functions of
his ministry, when during the whirlwind of the Revolu
tion, he was forced to leave the Congregation, and return to
the place of his birth. While there he made strenuous ef
forts to recall his fellow citizens to a sense of right princi
ples, and he had the happiness of making a favorable im
pression, and converting many of them. But others, deaf
to the voice of his tender charity became more enraged in
their obduracy and drove him from his parish. He did not,
however, discontinue the exercise of a laborious ministry in
the neighboring localities and very soon, seized by the au
thorities, he was taken to the Cahors prison. Convinced
that he was to be subjected to the law of transportation for
life, the rectitude of his views and the desire to serve his
country made him determine to evade that rigorous law;
he escaped, returned to his village and there, devoting him
self exclusively to the salvation of his brothers, he contin
ued his precious apostolate, but with prudent reserve, and
in the obscurity of night. How great soever was his precau
tion, how secret soever his proceedings, the man of God
was discovered, and again quitted his house a second time;
being closely pursued by his enemies, he fled into the forest.
For a while he escaped every pursuit, and the blind fury of
the persecutors was for a time baffled. Finally, Divine
Providence, which, by ways impenetrable, but always wor
thy of admiration, exposes us to danger, decreed that this
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servant of God should confess his faith solemnly before men.
In the month of May 1794, Father Bergon on a very dark
night, was bringing the Blessed Sacrament to a sick man,
when he was recognized by a captain of the National Guard
who arrested him. From that moment the confessor of
Jesus Christ believed that God was calling him to Himself
and he prepared for his last hour. Arrived at the first inn,
as soon he was alone, he consumed the Sacred Host, commu
nicating in Viaticum. Brought first to Figeac, he was four
days later transferred to Cahors. Here he had exercised his
ministry in a house of that city where he was known and
beloved by a well-dispnsed people, and in consequence,
was hated by the revolutionists. When he was being led to
prison, a numerous crowd assembled on the road, and he
heard those horrible words : “There goes game for the guil
lotine.” On the sixteenth of the same month, Father Ber
gon appeared before the revolutionary tribunal, and in that
same session was sentenced to death. Among the rabble
who accompanied him to the scaffold were priests armed
with lances, who had taken the oath. After the executioner
had cut off his hair, one of the infuriates who surrounded
him, wishing to add insult to injury, derisively arranged
Father Bergon’s garments, and at the same time addressed
him with these execrable words: “There you are again ar
rayed in the chasuble; be off and say Mass.” On the way
to the guillotine the man of God recited the Miserere in a
loud voice; when from afar he perceived the fatal instru
ment, he took off his shoes, handed them to a woman and
said to her: “Give them to a poor man, Jesus Christ went
barefoot to Calvary, I shall do the same.” Afterwards he
walked with hasty steps, ascended firmly to the theatre of
his last sufferings, where he displayed great dignity and
courage in consummating his sacrifice under the guillotine.
May 17, 1794.
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Re v . An d r e w Bo r ie

or

Po r t b f a IX

Rev. Andrew Borie, was born at Poulhac, in the diocese
of Mende, December 28, 1736. He was received into the
Intern Seminary of Cahors, October 17, 1757; he pro
nounced the vows there October 18, 1759. Superior of the
Seminary of Albi from September 1774 to 1793, he retired
at the time of the abolition of the ancient ecclesiastical in
stitutions to the market town of Poulhac, near Saint-Chely
d' Apcher. A model of piety and of the virtues of his state,
he had not taken the oath, and*believed that he could dis
pense himself from obedience to the law of transportation
for life. Arrested in the commencement of 1794, he was
dragged to the prison of Mende already the headquarters
of the department of Lozere. The criminal tribunal of that
department condemned him to death as a refractory priest,
May 2, 1794. His sister Marie Portefaix, with whom he
resided, was also condemned May 22, 1794, to banishment
for life, as “a receiver of contumacious priests.”
5.

Re v . Jo h n El ia s Bo r ie s

Rev. John Elias Bories was born at Sarlat, September
17, 1720. He entered February 1739, the Intern Seminary
of Cahors where he pronounced the vows February 18,
1741. Superior of the Seminary of Sarlat from May 24,
1777, he directed it, having moreover the title of Vicar
General of the diocese, until the time of the Revolution.
He was one of the most zealous in denouncing the Civil
Constitution of the clergy, and consequently would not
take the oath. After the law of transportation for life was
promulgated August 26, 1792, he did not think that he
should depart from France. The tranquillity which his
province was enjoying caused him to welcome tbe inspira
tion which prompted him to remain there, to assist the
faithful; but towards the close of 1793 the revolutionary
spirit disturbed the prevailing peace.
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Father Bories was arrested and after several months’
imprisonment at Perigueux, he was brought before the
criminal tribunal of the department of the Dordogne, in
session in that town, July 2, 1794, and on the same day,
he was sent to the scaffold as a refractory priest.1
7.

Re v . Pa u e Nic h o La s Ra y m o n d Br o c h o is .

Rev. Paul Nicholas Raymond Brochois was born in
the parish of St. Sulpice, Paris, December 14, 1742. Re
ceived into the Intern Seminary of Paris, June 27, 1762,
he pronounced the vows on June 28, 1764.
At the time of the Rex olution, being director of the Semi
nary of Amiens he refused to take the oath, but continued the
exercise of his ministry in that city during the years 1792
and 1793, when the revolutionists seized him and cast him
into prison, intending that he should be legally condemned
to capital punishment. The Lord, however, deprived them
of that cruel gratification; He called Father Brochois to
Himself leaving with him, however, his right to the palm
of martyrdom. He died a captive for Jesus Christ, and
in His defense in 1793, after a prolonged imprisonment.
8. Rev. Jo h n Ch a RLEs Ca r o n .

Rev. John Charles Caron was born at Anchel in‘the
diocese of Boulogne, December 31, 1730. He entered
the Intern Seminary of Paris, October 9, 1750, and pro
nounced the vows October 10, 1752. Father Caron was
also one of the priests massacred at Saint Firmin on the
third of September.
1. Following the method of Abbe Guillon, Father Perboyre mentions
Rev. Pierre Bonze who was massacred at St. Firmin, September 3, 1792.
This Father Bonze was not a member of the Congregation of tbe Mission ■
his name does not appear on our register.— Note of the Annals.

(To be continued,)
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LIST OF ESTABLISHMENTS
OF THE SISTERS OF CHARITY

xvi.—u n d e r v e r y r e v . a

.

f ia t (Continued}.

We have already published, under the head of Historical Information,
the principal establishments founded since the time of St.Vincent de PauL
We shall now continue the list which will lead up to 1881.
No t a .—The abbreviations indicate the nature of the work: S., School;
F. S., Free School; H., Hospital; C. H., Civil Hospital; G. H., General
Hospital; M. H., Military Hospital; H. D., Hotel Dieu; H. C., House of
Charity; 0., Orphanage or Ouvroir; A., Asylum; F. A., Foundling
Asylum; I. A., Insane Asylum; D., Dispensary; N., Nursery; M., Ma
ternity; S.H ., Sailors’ Hospital; B. A., Blind Asylum; H. I., Hospital
for Incurables. — For Italy, Ricovero signifies Hospice; Cowsetwtorio,
Ouvroir.—For Spain and Latin America, Colegio, a School or a Board
ing School for young ladies.
1879. Abscon (North,) H. C., S.
Assumption, Paraguay, H.
Barcelona, Spain, H , G. H.
Bona, Algeria, N.
Brindisi, Italy, H. C., H.
Catania, Sicily, H. (municipal.)
Chaumont-sur-Loire, H. C., F. S.
Cuidad Real, Spain, R., A.
Corbeck-Loo, Belgium; H. C., S.
Corella, Spain, H.
Cullera, Spain, A.
Elorrio, Spain, H.
Gross Wardein, Hungary; S., H., H. C.
Guastalla, Italy, H.
Huy, Belgium, A.
Lauro, Italy, A.
Lucca, Italy, S.
Lugo, Spain, H., A.
Lynchburg, U. S., S.
Meidling, Austria, H., 0.
Modica, Italy, S.
Milwaukee, U.S., S.
Nagyvarad, Hungary; N., S.
Najera, Spain, H.
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I8T9. Naples, Italy, H. C.
Ostiglia, Italy, H.
Oviedo, Spain, H.
Paleneia, Spain, M’.
Palma, Majorca, H., N.
Panama, Colombia, C. H.
Parabiago, Italy, A.,. S.
Plaine-Saint-Denis, H. G., F. S;Placentia,. Italy; H.
Ras Beyroot, Syria, H. C.
Resica-Resicabanya, Hungary, Hl
Rosolino, Sicily, H. G.
Sassari, Italy, A.
Sierra Almagrera, Spain, H.
Szegedin, Hungary, H. C.
Talavera de la Reina, Spain; H.
Thierbacb, Austria, S., 0.
Tourcoing, France, S.
Toro, Spain, H.
Valdemoro, Spain, A.,.House ofRfetreaC
Villalpando, Spain, H.
ViJlanuova, Italy,. Spinning Industry,.
Werfen, Austria, H.
5880, Alcala de Henares, Spain, H. C.Alt-Erlaa, Lower Austria, H.
Andujar, Spain, A.
Anvers, Belgium, N.
Astudillo, Spain, A.
Bologna, Italy, H.
Bona, Algeria, M.H.
Bordeaux, France, H. C.
Brescia, Italy, Sanitarium.
Brisighella, Italy, H.
Capestang, France, F. S.
Carmona, Spain, H.
Gastel-Bolognese. Italy, HL
Catania, Italy, A., 0.
Chieri, Italy, A.
Clermont, France, B. A.
Colorno, Italy, I. A.
Cozenza, Italy, C. H.
Coulommiers, France, P. S;.
Darlington, England, H. (I
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I^§0. Forino, Italy, A.
Gioja del Colie, Italy, H.
Hangest, France, A*
'Hijar, Spain, A.
La Fere, France, F. S.
Lagny, France, F.S.
Lauzerte, France, F. S.
Leon, Nicaragua, Central America; <K
Limbourg, Belgium; G., H.-C.
Leghorn, Italy, H.
Mogliano, Italy, H.
Mundaca, Spain, H.
Magyvarad, Hungary, SOstuni, Italy, H.
Ozieri, Italy, A.
Paris, France, S.
Porto <F Anzio, Italy, A.
Saalfelden, Austria, H.
.■Saint Quentin, France, H. C,
San Miguel, Salvador, II.
Sansevero, Italy, H.
Santiago, Spain, Grand H.
Santiago, Ohili, D.
Sassari, Italy, A.
Sorrento, Italy, S.
Toulouse, France, H. C.
Torok, Hungary, S.
Vac, Hungary, A., S.
Voltri, Italy, 0.
Waitzen, Hungary, H. I,
I881« Alcala, Spain, A.
Appony, Hungary, S.
Bilbao, Spain, A.
Bologna, Italy, A.
Bruck, Austria, S., 0.
Cabuerniga, Spain, S.
Cantu, Italy, H.
Casanaicciola, Italy, 0.
Ceva, Italy, H.
Chicago, U.S., F. A.
Constantinople, Turkey, H.
Oornoces, Spain, S.
Croix, Wasquehal, France, H, G
Ouenca, Ecuador, 0.
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$881, Drancy, France, 0.
Esseg, Austria, 0.
Ferrol, Spain, S. H.
Fiume, Austria,. 0.
Gratz, Austria, B. A.
Grosseto, Italy, H.
Guernica, Spain, H.
Hegybany, Hungary, S.
Hopfgarten, Austria,. H. C., S.
Indianapolis, U. S., H.
La Roche, France, S.
Lauria, Italy, H. C.
Lumbier, Spain, H.
Lyon-Saint-Pierre-Vaise, France, H.
Madrid, Spain, S.
Martina, Franca, Italy, H.
Melun, France, F S.
Naples, Italy, Pelegrini H.
Nardo, Italy, H.
Orvieto, Italy, H.
Palma, Majorca, N.
Paris, France, S.
Porto Rico, West Indies, A.
Radstadt, Upper Austria, H.
Riceys, France, A.
Rioseco, Spain, H.
Saaz, Austria, 0.
,
Saleux, France, H. C.
Saint-Epin, France, H. C.
Saint-Orens, France, A.
Salzbourg, Austria, A., NSanta Cruz, Canaries, A.
Santiago, de Cuba, Cuba, C. It
Siglisberg, Hungary, S.
Somaglia, Italy, H.
Somma Lombarda, Italy, EL
Suzzara, Italy, H.
Taxenbach, Austria, H.
Vichy, France, H. C.
Woltsberg, Austria, EL.
Zsolna, Hungary, 0.
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KOOK REVIEWS
320. Annali della 8s, Vergine di Lourdes, Periodic®
Mensile. One Vol. in-12, Napoli, Febbraio, 1908.
After twenty-five years of suspended publication this Monthly Review
has reappeared on the publisher’s lists. The purpose of the periodical is to
promote devotion to our Lady of Lourdes, formally established in the
chapel of the House of St. Nicholas of Tolentino, Corso Vittorio-Emmamuale, at Naples. The chapel is attended by the Priests of the Mission.
We extend our best wishes to this Review published writh the approba
tion of the Archbishop of Naples, and the Superiors of the Congregation
of the Mission. We hope it may successfully attain the end proposed in its
publication.

321. Wonderbaar leven van den IL Vincentius a, Paulo
(The admirable Life of Saint Vincent de Paul), by Rev.
William Me u f f e e s , Priest of the Congregation of the
Mission. One Vol. in-18 of 32 pages, illustrated. Sem
inary of Wernhotsburg near Zundert, Holland. Price> 10
centimes.
This charming pamphlet written in Dutch, illustrates by interesting
historical narrations the life and marvelous works of St. Vincent de Paul.
Its make up and trifling cost are calculated to secure for it a large circula
tion throughout Holland, Belgium, and all Flemish speaking countries. It
concludes by a brief sketch of the Congregation in Holland with two pho
tographical designs representing the works of the Mission in that country.

322. Virtudes y Dootrina espiritual de san Vieentq de
Paul, obra escrita en frances por el Sr. Ma y n a r d traducida al espanol. Madrid, casa central de la Mision? 1908.
One Vol. in-8 of XT—463 pages.
The work is an exact translation of the well-known production of the
Abbe Maynard, Canon of Poictiers. The preface gives a, favorable criti
cism of the author as well as of the translator, Rev. Emmanuel Orriols,
Priest of the Mission. Rev. Maurice Horcajada of the same Congregation,
has also given valuable assistance in compiling this work. Printed on fine
paper, in clear type, it presents a very attractive appearance. We doubt
not, therefore, that “The Spirit and Doctrine of St. Vincent de Paul”
will find appreciative readers among the Catholics of Spain.
A. Mil o n
9
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